
























































































































































































































103. Why is it necessary to have Four Gospels in 
the New Testament? Was one Gospel not 
sufficient? 

Firstly, the word "evangelion" (Gospel) itself is Greek, 

which means good news, or glad tidings. 41 It is repeated 72 

times in the New Testament, 54 of which are in the Epistles 

of the Apostle Paul, and it conveys the news of the joyous 

salvation, which was offered to us by God in His Son Jesus 

Christ, to enter with us into the Bosom of His Father by His 

Holy Spirit. 

The New Testament begins with four books, which are 

known as the Four Gospels, which proclaim to us the good 

news of salvation in the Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

These Four Gospels bear the names of their writers: 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. They are amongst the 

Disciples of Christ, and this is why, for example, the 

Gospel will be referred to as the "Gospel of (according to) 

Matthew" = The Proclamation of Matthew = the glad 

tidings which were relayed to us by the Apostle Matthew 

concerning the life of Our Lord Jesus. Thus, these joyous 

gospels were written by four evangelists, each with his 

unique language and method, as was inspired by the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1 :21; 2 Tim. 3: 16). 

4 1 Translator's note: evangelion, n.: a reward for good tidings; good tidings 
(cf Thayer 's Greek lexicon.). 
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In reality, it is One Gospel (four accounts written by 

four witnesses) that speaks of the life of One Person, Who 

is Our Lord Jesus Christ, and one work, which is God's 

redemption of mankind. This in itself is an affirmation of 

its reliability, truth, and precision. 

This does not mean that each cannot have its own 

unique characteristic. The Four Gospels shape four sides of 

one frame, inside of which is one object, being the life of 

the Master Christ, the God Who has appeared in the flesh. 

In this form, they complete one another. For example: 

•!• Matthew the Evangelist wrote primarily to the 

Jews concerning Christ the King. 

•!• Mark the Evangelist wrote primarily to the 

Romans concerning the Mighty Christ. 

•!• Luke the Evangelist wrote primarily to the 

Greek concerning Christ, the Son of Man. 

•!• John the Evangelist wrote primarily to the whole 

world concerning Christ, the Incarnate God. 

104. Are we to understand from this that the 
Master Christ is not the author of the 
Gospel? 

The Holy Gospel did not come down already written, as 
some may believe, nor did Christ, to Him be glory, write it. 

The Gospel was written by means of holy men of God, i.e. 
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the Disciples and Apostles of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

were inspired by God to write: 

All scripture is given by inspiration of 

God ... That the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 

works. (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 
For the prophecy came not in old time by 

the will of man: but holy men of God spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. (2 

Pet. 1:21) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ came to instruct first by His 

Holy Person. This is why we call Him the "Son of Man," 

meaning the Friend of Man Who searches for him in order 

to bestow upon him the gift of precious salvation. 

105. Were the Disciples of the Master Christ 
El-Hawarion? Why were they referred to as 
such? 

Yes, El-Hawarion are the Disciples of Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who were called and chosen by Him, and who 

conversed with Him for the duration of His ministry on 

Earth. After His ascension, they went out preaching, 

according to the commission that was given them by Christ 

when He said, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the 

Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
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baptised shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall 

be damned" (Mark 16:15-16). 

They were called "El-Hawarion", due to the purity and 

goodness of their hearts and disposition. The word hawarey 

means counsellor; guide; one with a pure heart. Given that 

the Disciples of Christ were adorned with such traits, they 

were referred to as "El-Hawarion". 

106. If the punishment of sin is death, and Christ 
died for us on the Cross and saved us, why 
then do we die? 

Christ, to Him be glory, saved us from: 

1. Spiritual Death: i.e. Separation from God. 

"We were reconciled to God by the death of 
His Son" (Rom. 5:10). 

2. Moral Death: He restored to us our dignity by 

making us children of God ( 1 John 3: 1 ), and 

temples of His Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6: 19). 

3. Eternal Death: We were granted eternal life 

by the death of Christ (John 3: 16), and this is 

the foundation of salvation. 

As for physical death, which is the separation of the 

spirit from the body, it was no longer deemed as a real 

death, but a departure. It used to be a punishment when, 

regardless of how man lived his life, his spirit sent to Hades 
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after departing the Earth. Now, however, it is no longer a 

punishment, but rather a golden bridge through which we 

are moved to the blissful eternity, and are made worthy of a 

greater life. 

It is the natural way, which leads us to the glories of the 

Resurrection. It is common sense that existence in the 

material earthly body is not the ideal existence for man. 

107. What is the status of Christ's Resurrection in 
our Christian Faith? 

By the Resurrection, salvation, which the Lord desired 

to accomplish by His Incarnation and Crucifixion, is 

fulfilled. 

The Resurrection is the sign of success of God's striving 

to deliver (save) man, which is why it is the "foundation 

stone" of our Christian Faith, and our preaching of Christ. 

It is the heart of the Christian Faith and the spiritual life, 

and it is also the centre of our ritual arrangement. Every 

Sunday is a Feast of the Resurrection, and every Liturgy is 

a continuation of it. 

The Resurrection of the Lord confirmed for us the 

divinity of Christ. He is risen, and did not, and will not, die. 

This is in contrast to all those who arose before or after 

Hirn, for death exercised its authority over them, and they 

died once again, in anticipation of the general resurrection. 
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As for the Lord, He is risen definitively, being the Lord 

of Life Who could not be contained by death. 

Based on this understanding, believers began to despise 

death, because Christ trampled down death by His death. 

He bestows upon everyone victory over death, after He had 

overcome Satan, and bound Him with eternal chains in 

darkness. 

108. Before we speak about the Ascension of the 
Master Christ, is it true that He spent a 
duration of His life-between the age of 12 to 
30-in India, after which He returned to 
Palestine to continue His general ministry, 
which is recorded in the Gospel? 

This did not happen at all. There is no evidence or 

reference whatsoever that the Master Christ went to India, 

or elsewhere in the Far East. 

Holy Scripture does not mention that the Master Christ 
travelled any further than Egypt at the time of His infancy, 

being accompanied by St. Joseph the Carpenter and Holy 

Virgin Mary. Their journey was to flee from King Herod, 

who had ordered the slaughter of any child two years old 
and under (Matt. 2). 

Holy Scripture mentions also that, during His general 

ministry, He had travelled to coasts of Tyre and Sidon in 
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Lebanon, where He preached and performed miracles 

(Matt. 15; Mark 7). 

As for the duration between the age of 12 to 30 of the 

life of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the flesh on Earth, they 

were spent in the city of Nazareth in Palestine, where He 

was known by the people of His city. He worked amongst 

them as a carpenter, and they knew His mother. This was 

until His thirtieth year, which is the age of maturity for 

men, according to the Jews. No one can be accepted as a 

member of the Jewish council, or to become a teacher (i.e. 

rabbi), unless he is of this age of maturity, or manhood. 

109. What do we mean when we say, "[He] 
ascended into the heavens, He sits at the 
right hand of His Father''? Does God have a 
right and a left? 

Firstly: This article is taken from Holy Scripture: "So 

then after the Lord had spoken unto them, He was 

received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
God" (Mark 16:19). 

This phrase was repeated fifteen times in the New 

Testament, which indicates its importance. 

See, for example: Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69. 

Secondly: Because God is uncircumscribable, He is 

thus not bound by right or left, nor does He ascend or 
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descend, because He is present everywhere and fills all 

things. 

Thirdly: Christ, to Him be glory, ascended in His 

glorified body, and sat on the Throne of Divine Majesty in 

Heaven by His resurrected body. In this regards, "right" is 

nothing more than a figurative expression which indicates, 

in human language, the greatest and most superior place in 

Heaven. It is a symbol of might, greatness, and 

righteousness. That is, Christ has entered into His glory 

(Luke 24:26), and has settled in this power. 

The expression "ascend" is the leaving behind of the 

first descent, when He emptied Himself, returning to His 

true glory and majesty, which are befitting Him (John 

3:13). It is important to note here that the seating of the Son 

at the right hand of the Father was said, not concerning the 

Judgement, regarding His ascension into heaven (cf. Matt. 

25:31-46). 

110. Did the Master Christ ascend to heaven with 
the same body in which He rose from the 
dead? 

Yes, for when the Master Christ, to Him be glory, rose 

from the dead by the authority of His divinity, He rose with 

a real body. It is itself the same body in which He tasted 

death for the sake of the redemption for the salvation of 
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humanity (that is after being glorified i.e taking a spiritual 

body). There are many evidences for this, amongst which: 

1. He maintained in His body the marks of the nails, 

and the spear wound, as was witnessed by the 

disciples, then the Apostle Thomas (John 20:26-

29). He kept the marks of the nails and the spear in 

His humanity. 

2. He appeared to seven of the disciples, and ate with 

them (John 21: 1-4). Inspite of eating is not the 

nature of the glorified body, but He did that to 

prove to them that He is not a spirit nor a ghost. 

3. He remained for 40 days after His resurrection, 

appearing to His disciples as a living proof, prior to 

His ascension (Luke 24:5-52). He ascending before 

them in His humanity. 

111. Will Our Master Christ, to Him be glory, 
remain in His body forever? 

The Master Christ ascended bodily, and that is how He 

was seen, openly and visibly, by everyone. He entered into 

Heaven with the sacrifice of Himself, as a Redeemer, with 

His body still belonging to him. When He was witnessed 

by John the Seer, He was seen in His body, as is evident 

from the different expressions which were recorded in the 

first chapter of the Book of Revelation. 
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The significance that can be drawn from this is that 

Christ, to Him be glory, took our human nature, and united 

it to Himself. He ascended with it into glory, and seated us 

on the Throne, which is why we say in the Divine Liturgy, 

"Thou hast brought my first fruit up to heaven." This is 

the pinnacle of Christ's work for us. 

What is important for us to know is that this body 

cannot contain the splendour of divinity on earth. He 

concealed His divinity in His humanity, and on the 

Mountain of the Transfiguration, He allowed for the glory 

to shine forth with measure, relative to the real and full 

glory which is His in heaven, and in which He was seen by 
John the Seer. 

These images of majesty were witnessed by some of the 

prophets, such as Ezekiel and Daniel, prior to the 
Incarnation. 

112. We know from before that the Incarnation 
and the Resurrection were for our salvation. 
However, what was the Ascension for? 

It is for us also, for it is the crowning of the redemptive 
act. 

We have said before that it was not possible for man to 

reach God had it not been for God's descent to man in 

order to draw him near (John 3: 13). So, the way to heaven, 
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i.e. the divine life, was opened for us when Christ ascended 

into heaven to prepare for us a place, and in order to be for 

us an everlasting intercessor before the Father. 

He ascended in order to raise humanity with Him. His 

bodily ascension is also for the participation of our 

humanity in living with Him. 

As for the spiritual significance: 

The Ascension of Christ is an invitation to us to ascend 

and rise above all that is earthly, material, and temporal. 

Our hearts are to aspire towards the reaching of that 

wonderful homeland, where we will inherit, reign, and 

delight. 

113. Why will He come again? 

As can be seen from the Creed, Christ the Master, to 

Him be glory, has a Second Coming, where He will come 

to judge humanity for all that they have done. 

This Second Coming is fundamentally different in its 

aim from the First Coming, of which we say in the Creed, 

"Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven." 

The First Coming: 

Was for our salvation, and that is why Christ came in 

the form of a Redeemer. 

As for the Second Coming: 
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It is for the General Judgement, and that is why Christ 

will come in it in the form of a Judge. Scripture says, "For 

the Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father 

with His angels; and then He shall reward every man 
according to his works" (Matt. 16:27). 

This means that the General Judgement will follow the 

Second Coming. 

See also: Acts 1:11; 2 Cor. 5:10; 1Pet.4:5; Rev. 14:10; 

22:12. 

Christ spoke many times concerning the Second 

Coming, which is awesome and full of glory. This is the 

hope that has been lived by the Church over the ages. 

The Second Coming is a comfort for the oppressed, a 

release for those in trials, and a harbour for those in the 

desolate wilderness. 

114. Does this mean that there is no judgement 
immediately after death? 

The righteous will not be rewarded with the Eternal 

Heavenly Kingdom, nor will the wicked be condemned to 

eternal suffering until after the Day of Judgement, when all 

those who have fallen asleep will rise bodily, but not 

immediately after death. 

The Lord Jesus revealed this in John 5:28-29. 
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The Apostle Paul also says, "[T)he day of wrath and 

revelation of the righteous judgement of God; Who will 

render to every man according to his deeds" (Rom. 2:5-

6). 

He says also, "For we must all appear before the 

judgement seat of Christ; that every one may receive 

the things done in his body, according to that he hath 

done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Cor. 5:10). 

The body of man and his spirit participated in the good, 

or bad, works. How, then, can the justice of God allow 

punishment, or reward, without the body that is asleep and 

is dust in the tomb, immediately after death?! 

See also: 1 Pet. 5:4; Rev. 6:9-11. 

115. On what basis will the Judgement take 
place? 

We have said that the Master Christ will be the Judge, 

meaning that we will stand before Him to be judged. 

However, this Judge loves us, and has died for us (Rom. 

5:6-8). Just as this Judge is merciful and loving, He is also 

just. He will deal with us according to our deeds and 

intentions. Thus, our judgement will be difficult, and will 

be tied to events of love and charity, and will be revealed in 
our dealings with the sick, strangers, prisoners, and the 

afflicted on earth, for in those the Master dwells. 
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Therefore, the scale will be the measure of our love, 

dedication to His service, and the ministering to those who 

were created in His image and likeness (1 John 3:14). God 

is love (1 John 4:7-9), and he who does not love has no 

fellowship with God. Thus, his fate will consequently be 

Gehenna and eternal torment (Matt. 25:41-46). 

116. Why is Christ, to Him be glory, the Judge? 

Christ, to Him be glory, is the Judge, because, "[T]he 

Father judgeth no man, but bath committed all 
judgement unto the Son" (John 5:22). 

He is the Judge, because He acquired us with His blood 

(Rev. 5 :9; 1 Pet. 1: 18-19) out of His love, in order to 

redeem us from corruption. Who, then, can judge us, except 

Our Master to Whom we belong? 

He is the Judge, because He died for us, after having 

united with our nature, in order to set us free from the 

corruption of sin. He rose, having paid the price of 

redemption, and ascended into heaven. He is now 

interceding for us before the Divine Justice (Rom. 8:34). 

Man must be judged by another man like him, except 

without flaw or sin. This is so that man would not protest to 

God about the great difference that cannot be gapped 

between God and man. This is why the Son of Man-Christ, 

to Him be glory-is the Judge. 
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117. What does t he commandment of the 
Master Christ, "Judge not, t hat ye be not 
judged" (Matt. 7:1), mean? 

We have said that judgement is the concern of God 

alone, and it is not for us to look at the transgressions of 

others, forgetting our own. Or, that we condemn others, 

while justifying ourselves when we do the very same thing. 

According to this commandment of Christ, judgement here 

becomes a sin for which we will have to give an account. 

If our aim is the rehabilitation of others, let this be in 

love, which covers their lapses and trespasses (I Pet. 4:8). 

As such, we should love all men as the Lord Jesus loves us, 

leaving judgement to God alone, Who is the Just Judge that 

sees what is concealed in the hearts. He will judge 

everyone according to His Will. 

118. Can you please outline concisely the events 
of the Second Coming? 

Some of the chapters of the New Testament outline 

some of the final signs of the Coming of Christ in 

wonderful detail. They can be outlined as follows: 

a) The appearance of the Sign of the Son of Man (the 

Cross) (Matt. 24:30). 

b) The coming of Christ in His glory on the clouds: (Matt. 

24: 30; Luke 21: 27; I Thess. 3:13). 
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c) The great sound of the trumpet by the archangel to 

proclaim the Judgement (Matt. 24:31 ). 

d) The rising of the dead from the graves (1 Thess. 4:16). 

e) The changing of the living in a moment (1 Cor. 15:52). 

It is worthy to note that these events will occur 

simultaneously, and suddenly. When man dies, the body 

will return to dust (Gen, 3:19), and the spirit will return to 

God (Eccles. 12:7-8). It will either be commended to the 

paradise of joy, the waiting place of the righteous, if it was 

good (Luke 23:43); or to Gehenna, or the abyss, the waiting 

place of the wicked, if it was evil (Luke 16:23). 

The spirits will remain in their respective place, and the 

bodies will remain in the dust, until the day of the General 

Judgement, when the angels will sound the trumpet, and the 

bodies will rise, after their spirit entering them, and the 

bodies will be changed to a spiritual form (1 Cor. 15: 42-

44). 

We will then meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4: 17), 

when He comes in His glory with His angels (Matt. 25:31). 

He will be seated on the Throne of His glory, and will 

judge everyone according to the deeds that they 

accomplished on earth, be they good or bad. He will send 

the righteous to eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven, and 

the wicked to everlasting punishment (Matt. 25:46). 
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119. Did the Lord delay His coming? 

All of time, for God, is as one day. Given that the 

meaning of the word "day" is "the present," there is no past 

or future for God. Both are present before God (2 Pet. 3:8). 

A thousand years for man is as one day for God, if 

compared to the eternity that has no end. This means that if 

the Resurrection of Christ took place two thousand years 

ago, then it is as if they were two days to the Lord. 

So, Christ the Lord did not delay His coming, but He is 

being patient on humanity, in order to grant it an 

opportunity for repentance and salvation; "account that 

the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation" (2 Pet. 3:15). 

In the final chapter of the Book of Revelation, the 

Master Christ affirms the swiftness of His coming, so that 

we may not be overcome by trials and tribulations, or lose 

the certainty of the triumph and the conquering (Rev. 22:7, 

12, 20). 

120. I have heard some say that Christ will come 
to rule for a thousand years . Is this true? 

This is not true. The expression "Millennial Rule," 

according to the Faith of our Church and all of the other 

apostolic churches, is figurative, and not literal. It means 

that the Master Christ has ruled over the hearts of the 
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believers from the time of His death on the Cross, to His 

Second Corning for Judgement. 

This means that we now live in this time. It is also know 

that the number 1000 is amongst the numbers of perfection. 

The Millennial Rule began when the Lord reigned 

from a Wood, 42 becoming truly the "King of Kings, and 

Lord of Lords" (Rev. 19:16), and we became His 

subjects, Who is our King and Captain of our Salvation43
. 

He is a Spiritual King, and not material. 

There is no other rule, as is thought by some, in a 

material fashion that they desire. That would be 

disparaging to Christ's present rule in the Church. 

121. What does "Whose Kingdom shall have no 
end" mean? 

In order to truly understand the Kingdom of Christ, we 

must first know what are the First and Second 

Resurrections, and what are the first and second deaths? 

The First Death is the death of sin (Eph. 5:11). 

The First Resurrection is the life of repentance (John 

5:24-25). 

42 Translator's note: According to the Coptic and LXX translations of Ps. 
95: 1 O; "Say among the nations that the Lord has reigned from a Wood" 
(cf. Agpeya, The Ninth Hour Prayer) . 

43 Translator's note: Cf. Heb. 2: 10. 
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The Second Death is the torment of Gehenna, which 

comes as a result of man's indulgence in sin without 

repentance (Rev. 20:12-14). 

The Second Resurrection is either the resurrection 

unto life, or the resurrection unto condemnation, in the 

coming of the Son of Man (John 5:28-29). 

This means that Christ's Kingdom is spiritual, and 

without end. It began on the Cross, and continues unto 

eternity, without end. This negates the notion that the 

Kingdom is determined by a timely duration, with a 

beginning and an end, as we just said. 

122. Does not speaking of matters which pertain 
to the End of Times invoke fear? 

The matter is not so, for the Final Day will be fearful for 

the wicked (2 Pet. 3:7-12), but will be a day that is full of 

glory for the faithful, for the Master will make all things 

new (Rev. 21:5). 

The End of Times should not invoke fear, for it is the 

day that follows the night, and through Baptism, we have 

entered the new world which is to come (2 Cor. 5: 17). 

Speaking of the End of Times should invoke us to watch 

and to be constantly vigilant, preparing in prayer for the 

joyous hour when the Son of Man will come. 
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123. Some say that the First Ecumenical Council, 
which set forth the Creed, did not speak of 
anything except the Divinity of the Father 
and the Son. It was only in a subsequent 
council that it was deemed that the Holy 
Spirit should be added to Them. Is this 
true? 

The Council of Nicaea, in 325, stated, "Truly, we 

believe in One God: God the Father, the Pantocrator. .. We 

believe in One Lord: Jesus Christ. .. We believe in the Holy 

Spirit. "44 

It spoke concerning the Three Persons, but not in great 

detail concerning the Person of the Holy Spirit, because the 

Council's primary concern was to respond to the Arian 

heresy concerning the Person of the Son. 

When the Council of Constantinople convened in 3 81, it 

elaborated on the article concerning the Holy Spirit in 

response to the heresy of a man named Macedonius, who 

appeared after Arius. By this, the formulation of the Creed 

in its present form was completed. 

44 Translator's note: Cf. "The Nicene Creed." The Seven Ecumenical 
Councils of the Undivided Church. Henry R. Percival, ed. Peabody, 
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc., 1995. NPNF, Ser. 2, Vol. 
14. 3. 
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124. What does the article, 11[T]he Lord, the Giver 
of Life," mean? 

It is a sentence which is used to confess the divinity of 

the Holy Spirit, in response to the heresy of Macedonius, 

who claimed that the Holy Spirit is a creature like the 

angels, and come forth from the Father and the Son (in 

time). Therefore, He is not eternal. 

The meaning of this article can be made clear through 

two points: 

Firstly: The Holy Spirit is called, "the Giver of Life," 

because He gives the true life to every living being, i.e. He 

is the One Who grants the breath of life (Gen. 2:7). 

Secondly: He is the One Who bestows upon us the life 

of grace, i.e. He is the only means of the sanctification of 

the believers (Rom. 8:13; 2 Pet. 1:21), as in the Seven 

Mysteries of the Church. 

125. What is meant by, 11Who proceeds from the 
Father"? 

The Orthodox churches repeat the Creed, saying 

concerning the Holy Spirit that He "proceeds from the 
Father." Procession is an eternal act of the Father, as was 

said by the Master Christ, to Him be glory. 
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The Catholics confused "procession" and "sending 

forth" by adding, "Who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son." This is a great theological error, because the 

sending is a temporal act which was done on the Day of 

Pentecost, when the Son sent the Holy Spirit to the world; 

"But when the Comforter is come, Whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, 
Which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of 

Me" (John 15:26). 

So, procession from the Father is an eternal act, which is 

not tied to a place. As for the sending forth, it is from the 

Father and Son, and is a temporal act that is connected to a 

place. Although the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father 

alone, He is at the same time in the same essence with the 

Father and the Son without any separation. 

126. Why do we affirm the worship and 
glorification of the Holy Spirit? 

Worship is a confession of the Holy Spirit' s divinity, 

because worship is due to God alone, according to the 

commandment, "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and Him only shalt thou serve" (Matt. 4:10). 

Worship is connected to the prayers in which the 

Church, in all of Her rites and Mysteries, invokes the Holy 

Spirit, be it Baptism, Myron (Chrismation), Eucharist, 
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Repentance and Confession, Marriage, Priesthood, or the 

Unction of the Sick. 

It is worthy to note that the Church, on the day of the 

Feast of the Descent of the Holy Spirit, prays at the Ninth 

Hour (3 P .M.) the Office of Kneeling, and so, according to 

this order, the Church receives the work of the Holy Spirit 

while She is kneeling. It was called the Office of the 

Kneeling, because most of its prayers are done while the 

people are lmeeling. 

All of this is in negation of the claims of Macedonius 
the Heresiarch, who taught that the Holy Spirit is a creature 

(i.e. not God), and is therefore not of one essence with the 

Father and the Son. This teaching is contradictory to Holy 

Scripture, as it is lmown that the Spirit of God is nothing 

other than His life; "God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth" 
(John 4:23). 

Also, Christ's commission to His disciples, "Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them in the Name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 
28: 19), is evident that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
Three Hypostases of One God. 
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127. Is it possible to say that Christians worship 
the Three Hypostases together? 

Yes, we offer our worship to the Three Hypostases. We 

say, for example, "0 Holy Trinity, have mercy on us." 
We can also offer our prayer to one Hypostasis. For 

example, we say: 

•:• "Let us give thanks to the beneficent and 

merciful. .. God the Pantocrator, the Father" 

(Prayer of Thanksgiving). 

•:• "[T]ear away the handwriting of our sins, 0 

Christ our God and deliver us" (Sixth Hour 

Prayer). 

•:• "O Heavenly King, the Paraclete, the Spirit of 

Truth, Who is in every place ... " (Third Hour 
Prayer). 

This is all meant to demonstrate the equality of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and their participation in our 

salvation. 

128. What does, "Who spoke by the prophets," 
mean? 

It means the One Who inspires the prophets to speak 
and teach. 
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The word "inspire" carries the meaning of "the Spirit." 

It is intended to convey the Divine Truth, i.e. the Divine 

Teachings, by way of man, whereby the Holy Spirit makes 

the writer (prophet, apostle, or disciple) infallible, i.e. free 

from error, but leaves him the freedom of expression. 

The Holy Spirit makes the writer infallible in what he 

writes. However, the life of the writer itself is not devoid of 

error and lapses. There is no deprivation of freedom for the 

writer in either expression or writing. Traditionally, we 

paint halos of light around the heads of the saints, to 

symbolise the Holy Spirit Who has descended upon them. 

129. What is meant by the word "prophet/' and 
how many are there of them in Holy 
Scripture? 

The word "prophet" 1s derived from the verb "to 

prophecy." He is the person who speaks, or writes, what is 

in his heart, without this being from himself or from his 

own thoughts, but is derived from the counsel of God' s 

Holy Spirit.45 

Holy Scripture mentions more than 40 prophet, 16 of 

whom wrote prophetic books in the Old Testament. This is 

45 Translator's note: nabiy ', n.: a prophet. With the idea of a prophet there 
was this necessarily attached, that he spoke not his own words, but those 
which he had divinely received, and that he was the messenger of God, 
and the declarer of His will. (c f. Gesenius · Hebrew-Cha/dee Lexicon.) . 
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in addition to the names of some female prophets, such as 

Miriam, the sister of Moses the Prophet (Exod. 15:20), 

Deborah (Judg. 4:4), etc. 

The prophets are typically men of the Most High God, 

who were sent throughout the ages in order to relay certain 

messages to the people. This was done through rebuking, 

warning, teaching, or otherwise. Some declared their 

message orally, and some through writing. 

130. Is Christ's promise of sending the Holy Spirit 
(Acts 1:4-8} a sign of another coming that is 
after His? 

Some place a great importance on this promise, 

claiming that the Master Christ, to Whom be glory, 

prophesied concerning the corning of another when He 

promised that He would send the Holy Spirit. 

This deceitful perspective is erroneous, misleading, and 

completely unacceptable for a number of reasons. The most 
important are: 

•!• Existential Error: 

The Master Christ promised His Disciples a 

"Spirit," and not a person or a man. This is 

precisely what took place on the Day of Pentecost, 

when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Disciples 

in the form of tongues of fire (Acts 2). 
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•:• Historical Error: 
The Master Christ promised that He would send 

the Holy Spirit after a few days (Acts 1 :5). This 

promise coincides with what happened 

historically, when the Holy Spirit descended on the 

Disciples only ten days after the Ascension of 

Christ, to Him be glory. At the same time, it does 

not coincide whatsoever with what happened 

historically, more than five or six centuries, after 

the Nativity of the Master Christ. 

•:• Linguistic Error: 
When the Master Christ spoke concerning the 

sending of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, He used 

the Greek word parakletos (Comforter). It is a 

legal word, which refers to one who stands in court 

to defend (John 16:8).46 Some writers confused the 

matter, and mistook it for another Greek word, 

which is periklytos (illustrious; praised). This 

linguistic confusion caused some to understand 

erroneously that the Master Christ was referring to 
another, but this did not happen at all. 

46 Translator's note: parakletos, n.: one who pleads another's cause before a 
judge, a pleader, counsel for defence, legal assistant; an advocate; one 
who pleads another's cause with one, an intercessor; a helper, succorer, 
aider, assistant. (cf. Thayer's Greek Lexicon.). 
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131. Can the Holy Spirit work in unbelievers? Is 
this supported from Holy Scripture? 

Yes, the Holy Spirit works in unbelievers so that they 

may believe. How else would they believe if the Holy 

Spirit does not work in them?! 

Holy Scripture says, "[N]o man can say that Jesus is 
the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:3). The 

story of the baptism of Cornelius (unbeliever) supports this 

(Acts 10:44-45). 

An Important Note : 
The work of the Holy Spirit for Faith is one thing, and 

His permanent dwelling in the believer is another. The 

Holy Spirit can work in the heart of an unbelieving person 

in order to call him to the Faith, or to perform a miracle for 

him, or a miracle that would be a means to his believing. 

However, after he believes, he must be baptised and receive 

the anointing of the Holy Myron in order for the Holy 

Spirit to work, and dwell in him permanently. 

132. What does the word "Church" mean 
linguistically and terminologically? 

The origin of the word is Hebrew, which is taken from 

the word kanzsa, and it means "congregation," or 
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"assembly."47 Some say that its origin is Greek, ekklesia, 

which means the place of the calling. 48 

The term "Church" has three meanings: 

•!• Place: 

The place where the believers congregate, and 

where the Holy Spirit dwells amongst them. It is 

the building which is consecrated for that purpose 

(Acts 11 :26). 

•!• Clergy: 

The orders of the priesthood that are responsible 

for the ecclesiastical work (Matt. 18: 17). 

•!• People: 

The gathering of the believers throughout the 

world (Matt. 18:20), which lives a holy life, and 

participates in the Divine Mysteries that are 

performed by the Holy Priesthood. 

As for the expression "Coptic Orthodox Church" : 

It means the Egyptian Church that is upright in teaching, 

because Her Faith and doctrine have not changed since Her 

inception at the time of the Apostles themselves. She was 

established by the Holy Apostle Mark in the first century. 

47 Translator 's note: qehil/ah, n.: an assembly (c f. Gesenius' Hebrew-Cha/dee 
Lexicon.). 

48 Translator 's note: ekklesia, n. (fr. ekklftos: called out or forth): a gathering 
of citizens called out from their homes into some public place; an 
assembly (cf. Thayer 's Greek Lexicon.) . 
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133. What is the function of the Church in the 
world? 

The mission of the Church is purely spiritual, 

completely separate from the politics of the world. The 

spiritual mission entails the following: 

•!• Prayer and teaching. 

•!• The practice of the Mysteries, as means of 

Grace. 

•!• The authority to loose and bind sins. 

•!• The spreading of peace, and the ministry of 

reconciliation. 

•!• The witnessing to Christ in all places and time. 

•!• Spiritual care. Her aim is to prepare all those 

who believe for the Kingdom of Heaven, and 

Eternal Life. 

134. What are the characteristics of this Church, 
according to Her doctrine? 

There are four main characteristics of the Church, which 

are repeated in the Creed: 

One: 

(Rom. 12:5). Her Christ is one, and the faithful are one 
body, having a common Faith, communion in the same 
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Mysteries, and are subject to One Head, Who is Christ, to 

Him be glory. 

Holy: 

(Eph. 5:25-27). Her Founder is Christ, Who is the Holy 

of Holies. Her members are called to be holy, and She 

separtes from Her choirs the guileful and the heretic, like 

Arius, Macedonius, and others. 

Catholic: 

(Matt. 13:47, 48). She gathers many nations, be they 

from the Old Covenant, or the New; from the Sojourning 

Church (on earth), or the Dominant Church (in heaven). 

Apostolic: 

(Eph. 2:20). Her Faith is built upon the foundation of 

the Apostle's Faith and teachings, which were received 

from the Master Christ Himself, to Him be glory. 

135. I have heard the expression, "The Church, 
the Body of Christ." What does that mean? 

This expression is taken from Holy Scripture: "So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ" (Rom. 12:5). 

It is said to indicate the close link between Christ and 

the Church. In the words of St. Ignatius of Antioch, 

"[W]herever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic 

Church. "49 

49 Translator's note: 1n Epistle to Smyrnaeans 8. 
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The Church and Her Founder are inseparable. The 

Church is Christ with us, and Christ did not leave the 

Church when He ascended to heaven, because He promised 

that He would be with us always, and unto the end of the 

world (Matt. 28:20; 18:20). 

The expression, "the Body of Christ," demonstrates that 

the Church is united in the Mystery of Thanksgiving 

(Communion), because the Eucharist is what creates the 

unity of the Church (1Cor.10:17; Col. 1:24). 

136. What did the Master Christ mean when He 
said to the Apostle Peter, "[T] hou art Peter; 
and upon this rock I will build My Church" 
(Matt: 16:18)? 

The Master Christ made this statement when the 

Apostle Peter, in the presence of the Disciples, made his 

great confession, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God" (Matt. 16:16). 

The Master Christ meant by the rock the Faith that was 

proclaimed by the Disciples in the person of the Apostle 

Peter, and not at all the person of Peter. 
In the New Testament, as well as the Old Testament, 

there are many references to Christ being the Rock and the 

Chief Cornerstone in the building of the Church: 2 Sam. 

22:2; Ps. 18:31; Eph. 2:20; 1 Pet. 2:4, 5, 7. The Disciples, 
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then, are the stones, or pillars, of the building of the Church 

and Her foundation. 

It is noteworthy that the Catholic Church explains these 

verses incorrectly by referring to Peter as being the rock 

upon which Christ establishes His Church! From this 

explanation, it began to claim that the Pope of Rome is 

entitled to preside over all of the Christian churches 

throughout the world, given that Peter is the first bishop of 

Rome. so This explanation is rejected by our Orthodox 

Church, because it 1s unacceptable Scripturally, 

linguistically, historically, or spiritually. 

137. How can we say "One Church" when the 
Church is divided into many denominations 
and factions? 

The Church enjoyed unity in the first centuries, and Her 

patristic ethos was, "[O]ne heart and one soul" (Acts 
4:32). 

However, as time passed, divisions and schisms seeped 

in, and the heresiarchs were separated from the Church. In 

turn, they lost their membership in the Church, but the 

Church never lost Her unity. 

50 Translator's note: See Eusebius' Ecclesiastical Histo1y: "After the 
martyrdom of Paul and of Peter, Linus was the first to obtain the 
episcopate of the church at Rome. Paul mentions him, when writing to 
Timothy from Rome, in the salutation at the end of the epistle" (3.2). 
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Now, there are many faithful attempts, from a number 

of directions, to bring about the unity of the Church. They 

all revolve around the theme of "Ecumenical Unity." These 

efforts have resulted in many positive advances, and their 

results will be revealed in the near future. 

The vital issue that must be understood, however, is that 

the unity of the churches should be in Faith, doctrine, and 

teaching before it is realised externally. This is what is 

pleasing to the heart of Christ, to Him be glory, as He 

revealed it in His final prayer (John 17: 11 ). We too desire 

this when we recite the Creed. 

138. Please provide a concise summary of the 
Church's divisions throughout the centuries. 

The Church remained one until 451, when the tragic 

Council of Chalcedon convened. The One Church was 

divided over the nature of the Master Christ into East and 

West. 

In 1054, the Byzantine churches (includes Greeks, 

Russians, etc.) and the Western Catholic Church separated 

over the addition of the clause "and the Son" to the Creed.51 

51 Translator's note: Traditionally referred to as the Filioque; "We believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son" (emphasis mine). 
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In the sixteenth century, Protestantism appeared as a 

reaction to Catholic extremes. The famous Reformation 

was led by Martin Luther. 

139. If this portion of the Creed is concerned 
with the defense of the Holy Spirit's divinity, 
why does it extend to the Church, Her 
characteristics, Baptism, etc.? 

We have said previously that the Church is the Body of 

Christ, that is to say that She is where Christ is present and 

is transfigured. The Holy Spirit is the One Who fulfills the 

statement, "The Church, the Body of Christ," through 

His work in the Divine Mysteries. 

As God spoke to man in the Garden saying, "Increase 

and multiply, and fill the earth" (Gen. 1:28 LXX), thus 

establishing marriage and making it possible, it was the 

union of man and woman which fulfilled the word of God. 

Likewise, it is the Holy Spirit Who fulfills the presence of 

Christ in us, because Baptism is the door through which the 

members of Christ are born and are united by the Holy 

Spirit. So, we mention it in the Creed, because it is the first 

step of the Christian life. 
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140. What is Baptism? 

It is a holy Baptism, in which we are born once again 

from above of water and Spirit by our immersion in the 

water three times, in the Name of the Holy Trinity, "of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit" (Matt. 
28:19). 

The Mystery of Baptism: 

The first of the Seven Mysteries, and is like the door 

through which the believer enters to God; "Except a man 

be born of water and of the Spirit, He cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God" (John 3:5). 

It should be noted that when the Mystery of Baptism 

takes place, the Baptised person is accompanied by his own 

guardian angel. 

141. What does it mean that Baptism is for the 
remission of sins? 

St. Augustine responds saying, "By our birth from 
water and the Holy Spirit, we are purified from all sin, 

whether they are from Adam in whom all sinned, or by 
our actions, or our words, for we are washed from them 
by Baptism. In Baptism, we receive the forgiveness of 
all of our sins-the ancestral and the present-and we 
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become members in the Body of Christ, which is the 
Church."52 

If man sins after Baptism, he is in need of repentance, 

and the door of repentance is open. If man is born once, he 

repents several times. This is why the Church has 

prescribed that the Mystery of Baptism be done once, but 

the Mystery of Repentance can be done at any time. 

142. Why do we describe Baptism as being one? 

We describe Baptism as being one in order to convey 

that it cannot be repeated. Baptism is a spiritual birth from 

above, and just as man cannot physically be born except 

once, spiritual birth also cannot be repeated. Baptism also 

is the likeness of Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. 

Christ too died once (Rom. 6:4-10). It is done by 

immersion in water, because that is what is understood 

from the act of burial, and because this was how the Master 

Christ was baptised (Matt. 3: 16). 

52 Translator's note: Cf. The Enchiridion 64, "For, setting aside the grace of 
baptism, which is given as antidote to original sin, so that what our birth 
imposes upon us, our new birth relieves us from (this grace, however, 
takes away all actual sins also that have been committed in thought, word, 
and deed): setting aside, then, this great act of favour, whence commences 
man's restoration, and in which all our guilt, both original and actual, is 
washed away'' (Philip Schaff, ed. NPNF, Ser. 1, Vol. 3. Peabody, 
Massachusetts: Hendrickson Publishers Inc., 1995. ). 
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This is why we proclaim in the Creed, "[W]e confess 

One Baptism, for the remission of sins" (cf. Eph. 4:5). 

143. What is "the resurrection of the dead" that 
we look for? 

The General Resurrection, or the Resurrection of the 

Dead, is the restoration and union of the spirits to the 

bodies by the command of God the Creator, and His 

exalted power. Both the spirit and the body rise gently as 

one person in expectation of the Judgement and 

recompense. 

We believe that our spirits are immortal, and that, by 

death, they are separated from the bodies. The dust will 

return to the earth, as it was, whereas the spirit will return 

to God, who gave it (Eccles. 12:7). The spirit will rest in 
Paradise, or Hell, until the day of the Great Judgement. 

On the great day of the Lord's coming: The dead in 

Christ shall rise (1 Thess. 4:16), and the bodies of the living 
will be transformed (1 Cor. 15:51; I Thess. 4: 17), so that 

the awesome Judgement may take place (Matt. 25:46). 

144. What is death, and who are the dead? 

Life is a gift from God, and death is contrary to the 

original human nature, because God created man immortal, 
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and made him in His own image (Wisd. 2:23). Death, then, 

is the result of sin (Rom. 5:12; 6:23), which entered into the 

world through man the day when he obeyed the call of the 

devil (Heb. 2:14) to turn away from the Source of Life. 

This means that death occurs as a result of God's 

absence. Where God is, there can be no death. Therefore, 

the soul that is thirsty for God, and that is always seeking to 

live in His presence, does not die, for its desire for God 

keeps it alive. 

Moreover, the life of man continues after death in as 

much as it is connected to God. That is, the one who lives 

on this earth in Christ, continues in this life after his death, 

for Christ is the Bestower of Life (John 8:51). 

145. What did the Master Christ mean when he 
addressed the Jews saying, "If a man keep 
My saying, he shall never see death" (John 
8:51), given that those who have believed in 
Christ have died like anyone else? 

The Master Christ was not referring at all to physical 

death, for it is assumed that man will die, and will not 

remain alive forever in this world. He was referring to 

spiritual death, for the righteous man who keeps the words 

of his Saviour Jesus Christ will never see death, i.e. will 

remain alive in the heavenly glories. His body will die, and 

- 147 -



will be buried in the grave. His spirit, however, will remain 

alive in the presence of God forever. 

The Master Christ said elsewhere, "I am the 

resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live" (John 11:25). 

That is, whoever believes in Christ Jesus our Lord, His 

teachings, that He came to save the world from sin, and to 

die in order to redeem him on the Wood of the Cross, then 

he will remain alive in spirit, even if he dies physically. 

Corporal death is not the ultimate end of things, for the 

believer sleeps in hope of the Resurrection in the Living 

Christ, Who is risen from the dead. It is only a departure. 

146. Why do we be believe in the necessity of 
the General Resurrection? 

The General Resurrection is inevitable, because God's 

providence for the creation of man is to always heal him. 

The General Resurrection is also important for the 

Judgement of the works of the body and the spirit, be they 

evil or good (John 5:28-29). 

We must add that man himself strives for a joyous life 
with God in eternity. This end will not be realised, unless 

the spirit returns to the flesh, and through the resurrection. 
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147. What is meant by "the life of the coming 
age"? 

The life of the coming age is the eternal life that is 

looked for by the faithful. Man is a celestial being who, 

naturally, lives as a foreigner on the earth, always striving 

to connect to heaven, be it through his desires and prayers, 

or even through his charity and intercessions. 

The life of the coming age is the Kingdom, and what is 

most beautiful in the Kingdom is that we will ever be with 

Christ (John 14:3; 1 Thess. 4: 17). The Kingdom of God is 

unparalleled to anything on earth, and is brighter, greater, 

and more pleasant than all the sights of the earth, with its 

inventions and material delights. God there has prepared 

for us what an eye has not seen, nor an ear heard, nor what 

has entered the heart of man ( 1 Cor. 2:9). All will delight in 

the joy of the Divine Presence, and the unspeakable joy that 

is full of glory (1 Pet. 1 :8). 

148. What does the word "Amen" which I 

concludes the Creed and all of our prayers, 
mean? 

It is a word of Hebrew origin, which means, "steady; 

firm; verily; faithful."53 It is commonly used by the people 

53 Translator's note: 'amen, adj. : firm, fa ithful ; adv.: truly, verily, amen (c( 
Gesenius ' Hebrew-Cha/dee Lexicon.). 
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of the earth and its religions, and is said almost in the same 

way, with a slight difference in pronunciation at times. 

This word, in Holy Scripture, carries four meanings: 

1. As an affirmation in an oath, covenant, or the 

fulfillment of a matter, as in Deut. 27. 

2. Carries the meaning of "Hearken, 0 Lord," or 

"Grant this, 0 Lord," as in 2 Cor. 13: 14). 

3. Meaning ''truly," as when the Master Christ 

said, "Verily, I say unto you" (Matt. 18:3). In 

its original language, it would be, "Amen, I say 

unto you." 

4. As a description of the Name of Christ, as in, 

"These things saith the Amen (i.e. Christ), the 

Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the 

creation of God" (Rev. 3:14). 

It is commonly known that the word ''amen" is used 

after prayer, in order to express our faith in God, and our 

trust in Him that He is capable of answering us. To Him be 

all glory and honour forever, Amen. 
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This book was first published in 1990 in the 
Metropolis of Beheira, Matrouh, and Pentapolis, 
and has been republished a number of times ever 
since in different publications. Its targeted readership 
is primarily the youth of secondary school and 
university (16-25), at whose age questions and 
inquiries recur concerning our Holy Faith. 

So, we have gathered a number of these 
questions, categorised them systematically 
according to the articles of the Creed, and set 
them in the form of sequential dialogues of a 148 
questions and answers. We sought precision, 
simplicity and depth, in order to present th is 
work in a practical and fitting manner, so that it 
may be simultaneously comprehensive and concise 
to our youth in every Christian fam ily, and so 
that it may be beneficial to all who ask a reason 
of the hope that is in us. 

Our aim is to present the basics of our 
Christian and Church life in the form of questions 
and answers, as it is one of the most beneficia l and 
effective forms of Christian education for all ages. 

"Without faith [it is] impossible to please 
[Him]" (Heb. 11:6). 

<Pope Tawaaros tfie Secant! 


