








His Holiness

Pope Tavados i

Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the see of St. Mark
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In 2014, two years after my enthronement, | went to Canada for the first time
where | spent a whole month visiting the Churches and the different Bighitsy one
FKXUFK YLVLW WKlboys &d Qislatdihd VenFRkdRd dfl age- sang some
beautiful songs. One of them carried the meaning of: God bless Canada trees,
Canada rivers, Canada streets ...etc; with no mention of Egypt at all! It was then that
| felt some danger that these young blossoms will forget the land that the Coptic
2UWKRGR[ &KXUFK ZDV HVWDEOLVKHG RQA DQG QRW

After returning to Egypt | thought long about what to do for the Coptic
generations who will grow outside the land of Egypt; and the idea began by preparing
a place that can host the youth from different countries and dioceses. We started
E\ FRQVWUXFWLQJ */RJRV FHQW H Udende lih thd&rmprasteryV L R
of St. Bishoy in Wadi El Natroun - Egypt, taking in consideration that it should be
an integrated center providing full service with an excellent quality hosting
and accommodations, for about 200 pers@s.opened it at the beginning of 2016.

And by the end of 2017 a group of fathers and servants started planning for the
“Z)YLUVW :RUOG <RXWK :HHN RI &RSWLF 2UWKRGR][ &KX
XQGHU W IBatkRARW RRAR WV ©

It was a very successful week surpassing all of our expectaimoimsernational
Coptic youth family, from all five continents and around 30 different dioceses
was established; around 200 youths as members connecting, getting to know each othe
in spiritual love that covered them all, on the land of Egypt that dazzled them,
and they also connected with us as fathers and servart819, the majority of them
came back to Egypt for a week of service. Egypt and the Church is what they seek
and think about, and what they long for is to stay connected in every way.

And because of this success we decided that the convention should be every twc
years for different groups of international youth, as well as youth from Egypt.

Those are some signs of development in the youth service and how they connec
with the Church and come to know the roots of their great church. This also connected
them with each other in a beautiful way satisfying their need for knowledge, travel, visits.
friendships, love and spiritual satisfaction; also renewing their energy and broadening
their vision for an upright life.

| thank everyone who actively served and participated in WYW 2018, and all those
who participated in this book, filling it with their words, emotions and photos, to become
a model for all our wonderful youths in all dioceses.

May Christ bless every service and all churches through the intercessions of
our Mother St. Mary, St. Mark and all the saints, may His grace be upon us all.

Pope Tawadros ||
December 2019
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Ft World Youth Week of Coptic Orth odoxChurch 2018

Fr. Rafaeel Thawat
It was held from August 25to September s 2018, under the leadership

and presence of His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il, under the motto "Back to the Roots",
at Logos Center - the papal residence - at St. Bishoy Monastery in Wadi El Natron.

WYW objectves

1- to return these youth to their Egyptian and ecclesiastical roots, and renew their
affiliation and connection with these roots.

2- One of the goals of this forum walXOY"

Jesus Christ is the source of jeyJesus =]
The Coptic Church is a source of pZopic =0
Egypt is our country, the source of Egypt =Y

1) Listening to young people, their dreams and aspirations for their Coptic
Orthodox Church.

2) Exchanging experiences between young people from all parishes.

Thesegoals wereachievedthroudh these a&tivities

First: aspritual program:

X

Liturgies - Agpia Prayers - Daily Biblical Reading (Philippin&sble Study
(Jacob) - Hymns - Daily Spiritual Retreat - Daily Praise.

Spiritual Topics:

Joy in Christ- Fr. Boules George
Joyin Bible and EvangelismFr. David Lamei
Joyin Change - Dr. Walaa Mourad

Attending the Pope's weekly meeting on Wednesday and listening to a wonderful
lecture on joy in which His Holiness read excerpts from a sermon by His Eminence
Bishop Epiphanius, he prepared it specifically for this world youth week.

Tasting the evening experience of praise and liturgy in monasteries:
- Males in St. Mina Monastery with monks
- Females in St. Theodor Monastery with Mother Adrusis and nuns

11



Seoond Church Visits:

X

X X X X X X

St. Mark Cathedral in Abbasia, Cairo, and His Holiness explained the renovations
to them in preparation for the opening in November 2018.

St. ODUN°V 6KULQH DQG 6W $WKDQDVLXV®VY 6KULQH
St. Peter and Paul Church

The Hanging Church of the Virgin St. Mary

St. Mercurius Monastery for Nuns (Coptic Cairo)

St. Mina Monastery for Monks (King Mariout)

St. Theodor Monastery for Nis (Wadi El Natrun)

Third: Official meetings with statesnen:

X
X
X
X
X
X

President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi

Vice Admiral Mohab Mamish

Minister Rania Al-Mashat, Minister of Tourism

Minister Ashraf Sobhi, Minister of Youth

Minister Khaled Al-Anani, Minister of Antiquities

Minister Nabila Makram, Minister of Immigration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs
(Through a recorded video)

Fourth: Egyptien Visits:

X
X

Pyramids x Cairo Tower X Royal Jewellery Palace
Opera House X Suez Canal X Alexandria Bibliotheca

Fifth: Medings with successfu Egyptian pesondities

X
X
X

Eng. Naguib Sawiris x Dr. Riad Armanious x Dr. Mina Samaan
Eng. Hani Azar X Mama Maggie
Dr. Nasser Fouad X Mother Anastasia

Sixth: The Senina:

It was a wonderful opportunity to hear the youth by dividing into five groups

and in deep discussion and discussion sessions, and the seminar ended with a gene
session for all young people in the presence of His Holiness the Pope, and after
completing the presentation of groups, dialogue and discussio

The seminar ended with a paper with a set of recommendations presented by the

youth with all submissiveness and intent to their fathers, members of the Holy Synod,
to discuss them in the next seminar for them in November 2018, and the five topics were

12



1. Church an@Z2t Century Challenges 4.Church and ecumenical work
2.Church and Identity 5. Church and Communication
3. Church and youth service Technology

Examples of recommendations emerging from the youth seminar include:
making a Coptic Orthodox encyclopaedia containing the Church's theological education
references approved by the church, sayings of the fathers, etc.

Seventh:Other activities
x Crafts presented by the ship center in St. Mary ChurcBmouha, Alexandria

x Talents Show

X Open Discussion with Pope Tawadros II

Eighth: Openingandclosingcerenonies
In the presence of a group of bishops, the House of Representatives members
and a group of public figures.

In conclusionye thank our good God, who is the most beautiful of all human beings, who
magnified the Maker with us so we were happy,

We thank His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il who had the idea, and who blessed the
gathering with his presence and his patriarchal love that all young peogpteaieltye
participating youth called him "Papa

We thank all the officials in the Egyptian state, starting with President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi and the ministers and officials for their cooperation with us.

We thank the sponsors who took an interest in this conference.

A special thanks to the Priest Fathers, Central Committee and the servants, who made
agreat effort in preparing and organizing this forum.

We thank the participating youth who provided a wonderful picture of the Coptic
Orthodox youth.

The Lord uses this work for the glory of His holy name

13
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Feedba& After WYW 2018
(Soaal MeadiaPosts)



Q MarcoBoutrus - AmsterdamNetherlands
1st World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church

| feel privileged, honoured and humbled to have been a part of the very first World Youth
Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church. This has been one of the greatest experiences
ever! Special thanks to H.H. Pope Tawadros Il, the dearest fathers, the great organizers
and the sweetest participants.

I miss you all and | hope that we will meet again soon!
105 HMR L EORD. WK Abain, ZL O O V D {PhiligpishR4L:HH ©°
#nJOYegypt#OurBabaTawadrog#WYW2018

Q FadyKamé - Londn,UK

,°P VR KRQRXUHG DQG GHOLJKWHG WR KDYH DWWHQ(
Orthodox Church (WYW COC) in EGYPT, | travel to Egypt often but this time | had

no idea what to expect. But Egypt | was VERY impressed and proud

The theme of the week was JOY and from the moment we arrived at the airport
DQG WR '/RJRV® ZKHUH ZH VWD\HG , IHOW QRMEKLQJ |
is over because of the new family that | now have, a family that ext@nusstall the
corners of the earth!!!

7KLV IDPLO\°Y KHDG LV RXU %DED 3RSH 7DZDGUR
great love and joy and spent with us almost the entire week, | want to thank your Holiness
for organising this week that we will never forget.

Finally, | want to thank all the servants who sacrificed their time, their energy and
their sleep to make this week the best week of our lives a week that really changed me
you were truly an example of how to be a light in the world...

#nJOYegypt #WYW2018 #OurBabaTawadros #BackToRoots

Q Sandra Gendy - Dublin, Irelard

A father is someone who can connect 200 youth
participants from across the world and create a beautiful
family... all in one week!!. He is the centre of JOY
#nJOYegypt#tOurBabaTawadros
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Q Nada Arir - Alexardria, Egypt

+HUH°V WR D ZHH&N IURP KHDYHQ

This was an exceptional experience and looking back at it, it feels surreal to have
been given the opportunity to take part in it.

There were miracles all around us but the biggest one is where 200 strangers

turned into family in less than a weeR.

Thank you Pope Tawadros Il for hosting us in your home and reminding us of the
WUXH PHDQLQJ RI XQFRQGLWLRQDO ORYH <RX°YH E
a father.After every project or occasion | finish, | always feel so empty but this time
is different. | am filled with JOO U EAEA  §™
#nJOYegypt #WYW2018#ourBabaTawadros #BackToRoots

Q MarinaGobria - VienngAustria

Our beloved Baba Tawadros connected the whole world

in 7 days in Egypt, om el donyal! It was like a dream, ma7ma ma
kunt a7lam makuntesch atsawar el gamal da!

It was like a journey around the world, but just in one country-
the most beautiful one! Special thanks to our father Tawadros
who grounded the biggest family all over the world! He gave
and teached us pure love and joy.

O Nancy Nabil - Cairo,Egypt

ity UHDOO\ VWUDQJH KRZ FDQ \RX PHHW SHRSOH IR
them and it turns to be the best 7 days of your life and you find out that you got brothers
and sisters from all over the world sharing the best memories ever under the love of one

beautifubaba | love you all and | miss you so much my beautiful;fiends

Q Michael Lotfalla - NewYork, USA

Incredibly humbled and grateful to be a part of something so big. 200 Coptic youth
from over 30 countries and 5 continents became family & 1 Pope became baba. Thank'y
Baba Tawadros, for the opportunity to have our voices heard. Thank you, Baba
Tawadros, for the love you have given us, and this unforgettable--wemd are
undeserving. #nJOYegyWYW2018 #BabaTawadro#PopeOfYouth
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Q Fr.Joshualadros - SydneyAustralia

“W5HMRLFH LQ WAKdh,/ ZUG @ YDD\WHMRLFH %
Themed JOY was the first ever World Youth
Week for our Coptic Church, and | was blessed to be
one of the fathers selected by HH to be involved in this
momentous event. From the moment we arrived JOY
ZDV IHOW EHLQJ VXUURXQGHG E\ WKH FKRLFHVW R
fantastic group of selfless servants | have ever encountered.

This event will always hold a particular part in the memory and the hearts of those
that attended, for me it will be unforgettable. The attention, the care, and the absolute
perfection to which every aspect of the week was observed beginning with His Holiness
Pope Tawadros Il and every single servant made this week one to never be forgotten.

On the First Day we learned that HH wanted everyone to experience
his Fatherhood, this we certainly did experience, for me the sight of HH standing outside
the Cathedral in the burning heat of the summer sun of Egypt anxiously waiting for the
arrival of the youth will be etched in my memory forever.

The week was filled with Spiritual talks, Bible Studies, workshops, Hymns,
Liturgies and Tasbeha. It also involved outings to both spiritual and touristic destinations.

The week also involved workshops that prepared for the seminar which was
prepared and presented by the Youth, it discussed topics that they saw as requiring
attention in our church, five topics in total were discussed, studied and presented,
Our Father His Holiness attended the seminar watching from the side giving ultimate
freedom and empowerment to the youth to express and present, the youth presented the
Status Quo, the Challenges and their vision which will be passed onto the Holy Synoc
during their meeting in November of this year.

Words are not capable of describing my feelings, the closing ceremony was
a difficult event emotionally to all who attended, but united in Christ and in the Body of
our One and True Coptic Orthodox faith we left Egypt cherishing the memories and the
experiences we had.

We thank the Lord for all his gifts, first and foremost His gift to our Church His
Holiness Pope Tawadros Il, all our fathers the metropolitans and Bishops that supported
and encouraged this week, all the fathers the priests and the servants, we pray for our
church which we now know has a bright future.
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Q Monica Adelsayd - NewJersey USA

O FDQ°W HYHQ EHJLQ WR SXW LQWR ZRUGV WKH DPIL
1%DED° 7DZDGURYV IRU DOORZLQJ SHRSOH IURF

and truly become one BIG loving FAMII9 Thank you to all the coordinators and each
member of my new family for making this experience unforgettable, here is to the
memories that will last a life time

#OurBaba#nJOYegypt#WYW2018 #BackToOurRoots#SanaWahdaRBRs @Egypt

Q Michael Looka - Pennsyvanig USA

It was a great blessing to have the opportunity to spend last week at the first World
Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church with HH Pope Tawadros Il.

The first day, sayedna was a celebrity among us but by mid-week he was a fathe
at home among his children. He knew all of us by name, he cared and listened to wh
each of us had to say. He spent time with us and showed us his care and love for u:
He shared meals with us, listened to our challenges and goals, and offered his advice a
wisdom to us. He even waited in scolding heat to welcome us, and would wait up for t
at night to make sure we are safe.

He taught us about love by his love to us, and taught us about service by servin
us. He taught us about humility by his humility, and about Joy by his incessant joy.

It was put best in the closing ceremony when sayedna said he gained 200 friends
from all over the world during this week. However,
we gained 200 friends, and one amazing Baba.

A world-wide family.

Many people know him as El Baba Tawadros I,
however now we've experienced him as simply

"Baba". He i#OurBabaTawadroga true father to

all youth.

Q MarielleAwad - NewJersey,USA

Thank you, Baba Tawadros, for giving all of us this amazing opportunity to spend a wee
in our homeland. Thank you for bringing together 200 coptic youth from all over the
world and giving us a new family. Thank you to all the amazing coordinators who mac
this experience unforg¢¢ DEOH ,°P WUXO\ EOHVVHG WR KDYH
and can not wait to see you all agagndOYegypt#WYW2018
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Q Mark Habib - Londn,UK
"Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, | will say, rejoice!" (Philippians 4:4 NKJV)

For those that know me, I'm not normally lost for words. However, as it's taken me over
a week to come to terms with and express my feelings, it shows the immense impact th:
the first ever World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church has had on me!!!

Firstly, none of this would have even been possible if it were not for the grace
and mercy of our Lord God Almighty, who gifted His Holiness, our beloved Father/Baba
Pope Tawadros Il with the inspiration to unite over 200 participants spanning
28 dioceses and 30 countries.

5 years in the thought process and over 9 months of hard work from countless
people; none of us who attended had any expectation or understanding of what we ha
potentially gotten ourselves into. But | can genuinely say that by the end of the first
evening, our jaws had hit the floor and we were in awe by what we had seen and ot
expectations for the remainder of the week were blown well out of the water.

- The amount of care and attention to detail put into an intense
and engaging week-long conference was beyond comprehension.

- The generosity from the organising committee to all the Priests
/ Monks / Nuns / Official envoys / etc... was beyond measure.

- But above all, the genuine Love and JOY filled service shown to us
complete strangers will never be forgotten!!!!

We felt first-hand what it meant to be filled with JOY stemming from a foundation
inJesus / our Optic faith / and the love of &gt our motherland. And I'm sure that all
of us participants can recite His Holiness' speech about JOY and the roots that bind us
all together.

The sermons, inspirational guest speakers, cultural and spiritual trips were only
part of the true purpose of bringing us 'Back to Roots'. . . 2018 seems to be a year
of milestones:

0 100 years since the establishment of Sunday Schools by Deacon Habib Girgis
o0 50 years since the apparition of St Mary at her namesake church in Cairo
o 50 years since the establishment of the first Coptic Orthodox Church outside of

Egypt
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And now by the grace of God and the driving force that is the Pope of the Youth,
our Baba, us youth for the first time in our church's history have been given a chance tc
speak DIRECTLY to the Holy Synod and share our views and concerns.
(Side note: did it feel to anyone like we were The U.N. of the C.0.C??)

Our church is strong and continues to be the subject of persecution and martyrdom
ever since its foundation by our father St Mark. And for most of us growing up in a secular
world, having seen churches shunned and congregation numbers reduce, we may he
started to lose hope for the continuation of Orthodox Christianity. But of this | am sure:
THERE IS HOPE / THERE IS REVIVAL / THERE IS FUTURE AND THERE WILL
FOREVER BE A COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH.

Never before have | said this and that's because | have never before felt it. But
this past week was and forever will be the best week of my life. | was blessed to have
been able to meet not friends but my brothers and sisters from around the world. Genuine
people, who are truly zealous for the Orthodox faith and betterment of our church! | have
been inspired by you all and rejuvenated for service. | now have hope and faith that n
matter what struggles we each locally face, there is strong binding network of people on
whom we can call on for support.

I'm honoured and blessed to have met you all. And | am forever grateful that | was
able to share this JOYful momentous experience with you all.

Know that if there is anything then I'm a text away, and that the
UK is waiting for you "with Great Joy". | cannot wait till | see you all
again!!

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity!" (Psalms 133:1 NKJV)

Q David Besanti - Kentucky, USA

This past week has been a bigger blessing than | could have ever imaginec
The motherland of Egypt has blessings that are immeasurable.

| want to thank everyone who made this trip possible especially you Baba
Tawadros!! Kadastak really made us feel like you are our baba fe3lan!! We neshkoral
3ala kol el gamala el kadastak ta3ibt feha!!

Thank you to alll the organizers and to 20 Coptic Orthodox brothers
and sisters that came out and made this week such a Holy and Blessed week!!! Neshkork
gidan and | hope | get to see alll of you again very soon!!!
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Q RimonAttalla - Melboume,Australia
Humbled by the greatest experience in my life. Thank you Pope Tawadros Il for the bes
week in my life, for hosting us in our new home Logos! Thank you to the most humbil
loving, and joyful servants that made every day this week an adventure. To my nev
international family, | will miss you so much, and cannot wait to travel the world to mee
you all again.

What a Joy, take me on a journey, this Joy that my Lord gay@ me

"EE® « x<|a8 =Y IHEEY <« 0-Ek ARH <« AY
#nJOYegypt#WYW18

O RandaRaou - Dubd, UAE

No words or videos can describe how amazing this week was... | am so grateful to be pa
of the first world youth week of Coptic Orthodox Church. So Blessed to talk to out
Baba... and he is truly a baba to all ¢fnjsyegypt2018#wyw2018

Q Irini Sorial - AmsterdamNetherlands

When the Pope has to tell you how to take

a group picture because you are Egyptian and have
a hard time getting organizéi

#EzayEntaShamas #Eveh@icturesAreOrthodox
#ThisTooka@®@odNhile #03odKwayesYabni

O David Gayed - Rone, Italy

Maybe, The best experience...

Thank you, His Holiness Pope Tawadros; Thank you, Sayedna Anba Barnaba;
Thank you to all organizers and participants;

O MarinaZaky - Tennesse, USA

This picture of the Coptic Pope taking a selfie is one of many beautiful moments
| experienced at the Coptic World Youth Conference last week. It portrays the young
spirit of my Coptic Orthodox Church that has survived through the centuries by its ability
to adapt to its environment and grow, yet still hold strong to its belief and traditions
#ProudToBeCoptic#TrueBaba#nJOYegypt
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Q SimmeKarmrras - Melboune,Australia

Y%WSHMRLFH LQ WKAHaintRUGLOOZBBOX UHMRLFH % 3KLC(

What an incredible week just past in our motherland Egypt the First Global Coptic
Youth Week, where 200 participants across 30 countries and 5 continents met to get
back to our roots, from a cultural and spiritual perspective.

We saw the richness that this beautiful country has to offer, formed lifelong
friendships and saw our Pope truly as our Father. He is the Pope of the youth.

'H VSRNH DERXW WKH IXWXUH DQG LW EULQJV
overwhelming and exciting.

We met President Sisi, had lunch with displomats, went on national TV with my
broken Arabic, ate way too much dates and cheese, and fully appreciated the spiritue
depth and history that the Coptic Orthodox Faith brings to this world.

Lots and lots of memories created and laughs shared. Look forward to chatting
WR \RX DOO DERXW LW , KLIJKO\ HQFRXUDJH LI \RX K

May God continue to bless this wonderful Church and our leader Pope Tawadros Il

To the attendees and their friends- my house is open for all of you if you come over
and visit Australia &

#nJOYegypt #WYW2018 #BabaTawadros

So, blessed to have spent a week with our beloved Pope Tawadros the Second,
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of all Africa on the Holy Apostolic Sea of Saint Mark.

He mentioned that he had gained 200 friends from
all over the world as part of the World first Coptic Youth
week#wyw2018, but we gained so much more! We gained
a father who just wanted to spend quality time with us,
someone who even had time for a laugh, and was there to
hear our voice!

Thank you, baba, for your unconditional;|8v

#OurBabaTawadro#nJOYegypt#PopeOfYoutht#PopeOfHope
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Q David Fawzy - Dubd, UAE

Pope Tawadros the Second, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of all Africa on the Holy
Apostolic See of SaintMarK HYHUWKHOHVY KH ZDQWHG XV WR
And he is truly our baba. He is always thinking of all his children all over the world!
He invited us all to be part of the World Coptic Youteek#WCYW and suddenly all

of us from different cultures and backgrounds found ourselves truly home, overwhelmec
by the love of baba. To be with us for 8 days, chitchatting with us, knowing us by nam
and even calling us his friends is the best living example of fatherhood.

Thank you baba for your unconditionak i®/
Bn7bk ya baba #OurBabaTawadtslOYegypt

DE 7z (GBI&a" X' 0& AER E AY b
EE® « x<|lae«<=2 E EY <« 9UAE

Q Sarah Luca - Munich Germany

,°YH EHHQ EDFN LQ *HUPDQ\ IRU D OLWWOH RYHU W
diverse my summer was. | wanna take a moment to show my appreciation to my chur

in Munich and His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il. for giving me the chance to be a part o
RQH RI WKH EHVW FRQIHUHQFHY DQ® @G R SYWH, EHH B YV

7KH QXPEHU RI SHRSOH ,°YH JRWWHQ WR NQRZ
SHRSOH , QHYHU WKRXJKW ,°00 JHW WR PHeEope ,°YF
ZRUOGZLGH ,°YH VHHQ DQG H[SHULHQFHG (J\SW RQ
my nationality and love it even more than | have ever loved it. The diversity, colourfulnes:s
kindness and everything in between can only be experienced and felt in Egypt. | urg
HYHU\RQH ZKR QHYHU YLVLWHG (J\SW WR WDNH D FK

Tour guide *wink winkfg

'XULQJ WKLV VXPPHU ,°YH OHDUQW WR ORYH P\ F
many Things about myself, that | never even knew ex¢ckédH EXLOW D S
relationship with our Baba that | will tell my whole life. The dedication, love and care he

gives his church and the attention to detail cannot go unnoticed. May God bless his
service.

The Organizers, aka. kindness, WRWK DQG KHOSIXOQHVVA 7KI
WKLV 7+( EHVW H[SHULHQFH ,°YH KDG LQ D UHDOC
Organizers, who spent countless sleepless nights, made this conference a huge succes

Logos is my hom& Thank you for making this a summer to rememBer.
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Q Abanolb Awad - ViennaAustria

For smile For pure hearts For funny moments
For lovely memories For Joy For them
---------------------- > Take Me On a Journey! )

It's a blessing knowing All Of You) AAlready missing everyone of you...

Our beloved Baba Tawadros connected the whole world in 7 days in Egypt, om el dony:
It was like a dream, ma7ma ma kunt a7lam makuntesch atsawar el gamal d:
It was like a journey around the world, but just in one country- the most beautiful one!
Special thank to our father Tawadros who grounded the biggest family all over the world!
He gave and teached us pure love andpdYegypttourBABAtawadros

Baba mesh Elbaba)

Eh elsura elghariba di we leh ana echtartaha bezat?
Elsura di kanet felmaktaba eli lesa betetshatab fe
Logos wel baba benafsu chadna l3aak ashan
yewarina fiha heta heta we lama wasalna lel dor
elachir welselem makansh fih darabzeen we2ef be
nafsu fe nos elselem we fedel bases 3ala wahed
wahed tale3 yetamen en kol elshabab welkahana
tel3u be salam we fel acher tele3 kadastu.

Sura basita laken elma3ani eli gowaha ketira we gamila awi tebaien ad eh mas2ulia
ehtemam we chof 3ala kol wahed fina.
Elshachsia di ya gama3a nesiet enaha EIBaba wet3amlet m3 elshabab dol 3ala enuBal
Baba ehtam m3 kol wahed menhom enu

yefra7 yed7ak yebtesemyes?2al ye3raf yeshuf..
Baba ehtam en kol wahed fihom lama yerg3 ye3raf Masr tebaa eh we kenisetna El or
3amla ezai henak.
Baba ehtam enu ye2ta3 kol elmasafat eli mabena we mabenu we ya7tadena kolena hi
law kanet fe sura.Baba ehtam be en kol elshabab yatawaslu be ba3d we yebnu sada
gedida we ketira fe kol an7a2 el3alam.
Baba ehtam be enu y3mel ai haga ashan yewsal le alb elshabab dol we kan baien 3:
7obbu lihom abl maishofhom.
We bashuf fe nehaiet elre7la di demu3 ketira awi we 70zn shedid men elshabab en hor
haisibu Masr wel kenisa elgamila di we rag3een 3ala bara tani.

Baba kan bieb3at resaiel fe kol.da O Y AEfra7 be kenistak Efra7 be baladak

BACKTOTHEROOTSEE: <<EBA=0

Eli lelasaf nas ketira awi nesietha we kan lazem Baba yefakarhom biha tani
Heis not the PopeAHe is Papa!
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Q SamuelSerag - Florida, USA

7KLV ZKROH WLPH ,°YH EHHQ WU\LQJ WR GHFLSKHU
it was to participate in the First World Youth Week of the C.O.C. We all went to this
conference literally as 200 strangers from all over the world, not knowing what
to expect, who would greet us, or even what our schedule was!

Upon arrival though, | was so shocked by the overwhelming love that we receivec
from every single person we met throughout our stay. We loved all of those who served
and prepared for us, the moment we met them, yet what overcame me is that they truly
loved us way before we even booked our tickets. Soon enough, His Holiness came t
greet us when we arrived to His home in the Papal Headquarters, and showed us aroun
the beautiful place that we soon called our own home and longed for it when we travellet
elsewhere.

During the week we were immersed into the wealth and love of our mother church
through visiting several beautiful churches and monasteries that have carried our
heritage, and at the same time visited many historical sites that prove the magnificenc
of our Egyptian culture.

The theme of this conference was JOY
and the joy and peace that surpasses all
understanding was truly visible on the faces of all
of the attendees when we became as one huge family
of cousins and within hours of meeting, in the bosom
of our Father, His Holiness; who when he was asked
“W+RZ GR \RX ZDQW DOO RI WKHVH \RXWK WR VHH \I
5HVSRQGHG “#RQO\ WR VHH PH DV %DED )DWKHU %

Despite all of the difficulties that our beloved Church and Egypt has gone through,
,°P LQFUHGLEO\ EOHVVHG Df@e CopliRk ArthodeRCHriteh BndP H P
Egyptian lineage. We have so many hidden treasures in our Heritage and History that
are priceless in the beautiful and safe mother country, Egypt!

&RXOGQ°W KDYH DVNHG IRU D EHWWHUAMIROXLS R
Rl DOO FRXOGQ°W KDYH DVNHG IRU D EHWWHU PRU
children throughout the world, their opinions, their thoughts, and well-being!

#nJOYegypt #WYW2018#0urBabaTawadros #BackToRoots
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Q Kamy Hainma - VienngAustria

7% WR PHPRULHVY WKDW , ZLOO QHYHU IRUJHW ‘
was enlightenment... the things we learned ... the things we saw ... the things we
experienced ... the family we become ...it was indeed pure JoY thank you baba for th
opportunity#ourBabaTawadrognJOYegypt#wyw2018

Ok | had enough begad ... ana mesh men
el nas Eli betekteb keteer 3al Facebook Bas fieh
zaherah mo2rfa El Youmen dol begad betkhal
el wa7ed damo ighli .... mesh 3aref ana 7ases En el
Baba el Youmen dol 3amel zai Mosa (isali, we itlob
3an sha3bo , i7awel itawar Fe kenisetna we fekr ,
bi7awel ishrek El Shabab Fe Kol magalat El kenisa
, bi7awel i3mel lel kenisa tari2 mostaker le senin keteeera , bi7awel ikhalini e7na koler
ne7s en e7na 3ela kebira, bi7awel ikhali masr bald a7san lina Kolena ) we lel asaf fieh
keteer awi 3amlin zai sha3b bani Israel zaman ... ma3 Kol 7aga bete7sel 7ata lao Rabe
sha2 3ala Eden El baba El ba7r ... hi2olak kan fen aiam kedor El la7ma Fe masr wel ¢
Eli Kano bidholna ... ya nas es70 we kefaia eslob El sawra Eli ba2a fe tab3kon
Ya Baba Rabena i2wik we idilak ne3ma we Te3ish we tekhdem we te3amar we tetawar

After a wonderful 8 days in Logos and around egypt, after the amazing World
Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church ... | needed a long time to reflect upon what
happened, the things we experienced the people we meet and the Family we became
this Week ( Gathering over 29 countries around the world and 200 participants )
was a beacon of hope for our Coptic Church and a sign for the whole world that
the Coptic church is strong, proud and alive ... but out of all thedtand long time
| came upon one result ... nothing of this could have ever happened without this Man .
this man is no one else than the Pope of the Coptic Church H.H. Pope Tawadros Il ...
we experienced the love , care and the depth of this Man ... H.H has the heart of Jesu:
DQG WKH ZLVGRP RI 6RORPRQ ,°P SURXG WKDW , J
to call you my Pope my friend my BaBa ... thank you for everything and thank u for you
love and care

May God bless you and give you a lot of strength and wisdom my father
Weee loveee youuuu BaBa
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O Menas Rofail Saweha - ViennaAustria

One of the many great things about Pope Tawadros is his humbleness. He decidel
to listen to his children - listen to their ideas and worries. He truly let us be part of the
church and motivated us to actually THINK and ACT.

He is THE POPE and yet we are talking with him like he is our BEST FRIEND.
Words cannot describe your fatherhood but what we can do is promising you to make yo!

proud ...very proud, BABA!9

#OurBabaTawadros #WYW2018 #nJOYegypt
Back in Vienna | want to say a few words about Egypt.

First of all, Egypt is a blessed country, its greatest
blessing was the Holy D P LsOvisitt Jesus chose Egypt
among all places to be safe thdiheis country went
through lots of wars, crises, revolutions, occupations and
more - but still Egypt is standing on its feet. The country
is dealing with problems that reach to the roots of a society
like the lack of education, poverty, religious radicalism and
corruption.

The last few years were challenging for Edytwhat | saw is that EGYPT
,6 &+3$1*,1* $QG QRW RQO\ WKH hayéd s8ai buRthe dERdXyU L V
as a whole, WRé&/bigger picture we have to look on to know where a country is going.
Most problems people deal with their need to be changed by the society itself like
corruption or religious radicalism. People need to change their way of thinking in order
to move the whole country forward.

In a TV Interview | got asked about two Copts that were chosen as governors in
Egypt. | honoured this historic appointment but also added that | wish such events woul
not be worth NEWS some day in Egypt. And if we would all help changing our way of
thinking about certain points and try to be a little more optimistic about this blessed
FRXQWU\ (J\SW ZLOO WUXO\ FKDQJH :KHQ , VDLG (J!
west, | meant that despite all these sick roots of the society Egypt managed to not be &
second Syria or Iraqg for example. We are talking about 100 000 000 people living on a
small space, a lot of uneducated people and radicalism mixed with poverty. And yet tr
Egyptian military and police are working with the highest standards.

Yet there is still a lot to do and | will have this country everyday in my prayers,
because its people deserve to live a good life in peace and enjoy all blessings Egypt h
to offer the most amazing and beautiful thing about the World Youth Week was His
Holiness Pope Tawadros Il.

28



We knew we were going to see him, like hear his sermons and probably have
a picture with him. What we did not expect was that he would walk with us, eat with us,
joke with us, listening to the guest speakers with us and so much more. He knew his kic
with their names and kept his joyful smile despite all the efforts. When | came to Logos
and greeted him, he asked me if the rooms are fine, if | am happy with all and if he can
anything for me. Baba (Arabic for Dad) Tawadros, as he wants to be called, cared for al
the details concerning his children. He was proud to show us his new projects and kep
asking for our humble feedback.

This loving father touched so many hearts of the youth and made us love Egypt
and the mother church so much more.

7TKDW°V Z#0OurBddaTawadros. 9

Why we all had tears in our eyes? Not only because a great week came to an end
but because we could really feel the LOVE of His Holiness BABA Tawadros!
A |1 D W Klavd that is above everything we have experienced until now. He truly is the
Pope of the youth and he will be a great blessing for our church!

O MinaRams§ - Alexardria,Egypt (translated)

™It is a great honour for any servant to be
a member who has contributed to a world
historical event. It happens for the first time in
the history of the Coptic Orthodox Church, and
it is the first World Youth Week of Coptic
Orthodox Church.

™We first thank God for his work with us, and who, in His goodness, gave us to share
with Him in His work and bring joy into the hearts c#asto-

™ We thank His Holiness, Pope Tawadros Il, the owner of the idea of this forum, and set
out his vision and goatsdm

™ | thank my brothers from the servants of the preparatory committee and the
organizers who have been working continuously for about 8 months and they endure
me a lot;EA

™The biggest thanks to this youth that | did not expect, even if for a moment, to become
in less than 8 days a part of them, which makes it difficult for us the moment of
separation now, but we have hope in our Christ, who always gathers and does no
differentiate, in which all members become one, to see them again Soon and to L
constantly connected to us, | have become a brother and sister everywhere in the
world %866 9 #nJOYegypt#wyw2018
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Q SobhyKama - Alexandria,Egypt (translatet)

When you talk to your WYW family. and suddenly you find
#babgoining the call’e

The story is we have many brothers and sisters in everywhere

in the world and we are talking every day.

And when we talking as usual with who in USA and the Pope was

there, they surprised us and gave the phone to his holiness.

And as a father, whatever his circumstancé6H FDQ°W VD\ 11R?°

Q Kirillos Shehaa - Toronto,Carada

People keep asking me what was my highlight in Egypt, | want to clarify by saying. My tri
to Egypt was not just a trip, it was an experience off a life time that consisted of 3 trips
in 1. First week | got to explore Egypt with 2 friends that becamePaitoly aki-Azat
&Justeena Zaki-Azat. Second week was the BEST week of my life where | attended
The First World Youth Week of the C.O0.C where | made 200 new family members
worldwide. Third week was a week to enjoy as much time in the Core of Cairo before |
had to come back home. Now you see that Egypt was not just 1 trip 1 experience, it was
wuLSV GLIITHUHQW H[SHULHQFHYVY 7KDW?®°V ZK\ ,°P LC
#Egypt#WYW18#0OurBabaTawadro#nJOYegypttExperienceOfALifeTime2o- 9

Just a glimpse of the best 8 days of my life. It was an absolute honour and privilege
to be able to witness History &®urBabaTawadrosiosted the first World Coptic
Youth Week. It was 8 days full of Fun, laughter, Love and JOY. 200 strangers from all
over the world gathered together with 1 mission in coriBexrk2theRootsit was only
a matter of hours till 200 strangers became family. | just want to say Thank You Baba
for everything you did for us, thank you for bringing us back to our roots and thank you

for being youeagtNJOYegypt

Q BasseanKama - Cairo, Egypt

Thank u Baba Tawadros for this opportunity to speak our minds freely and for listening
to our concerns, questions and suggestions with great caring... This week especially
the #seminawas w real blessing and JOY as we could know u as our BABAIK

U THANK U THANK U
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Q Pierre George - Tanta, Egypt

The story started more than four months ago
It's so blessed to have the opportunity to be in this great event as an organizer

Thank you, our lovely Father, Pope Tawadros Il
Who is my father, friend and Baba for more than nine years
Who always loves us, and puts us in his heart ...
Who gives me that blessiny R EH WKHUH A

Thank you, the Central committee and Organizers,
who we work together for more than four months ...
meetings weekly, WhatsApp dafisaying together,
working together, talking together, thinking together,
playing together, | love you allk’ik EHFRPH D ORYHO\ IDPLO\ A
Each of us can't forget that days forever because that days
werewritten LQVLGH RXU KHDUWVA

Thank you, my dear Participantd, Bo become my big family | have a story with
everyone of you, Facebook group, WhatsApp, and finally meet all of you in logos
Who returned to their countries taking my heart with them

I'm so proud of you and so happy to have lovely family and friends like you from &
over the world

Thank you, LogosA Pope Tawadros II's home where | spent a lot of time which
become my home

Really it wasn't only one week but huge memories be stored in my heart forever

| was in Heaven

Q MariaSamy - Missssauga, Carada
KHQ WKH 3IDWULDUFK RI WKH FKXUFK FKRRVHV WR E
ZKHQ \RX NQRZ KH°Y WKH OHDGHU WKH FKXUFK DQG

Our Baba Tawadros cared about everything on our trip, from how well we slept
and the food we ate, to what we study and what we want to see in the future of the
church!!

He listened to our ideas in love and humility, chose to sit down and eat with us,
listened to our concerns and became accessible to everyone. Hpysulhend loving
Christ-like leader living among us.

We love you and pray for you! #0urBabaTawadros
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Q MarinaGayed - Milan, ltaly
Pope Tawadros Il, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of all Africa on the Holy Apostolic
See of Saint Mark... but he wanted us to know hiti &D E D %2

:KDWHYHU , VvD\ ,°00 QHYHU EH DEOH WR
describe what you have done for us and above all

what you have been for us, the way you hosted us
in your home and your unconditional love...

fe3lan enta babae

Thank you for turning every moment spent
there into the most beautiful experieever
and for showing us the real meaning of JOY.

| came to Egypt with such a great emotion but also a little bit of fear..
And then the greatest blessing: leave this heavenly place with 200 new brothers
and sisters from all over the world, an amazing Father that turned us into a huge Family
in only 8 days, and a great love and pride for our country Egypt and our beloved Coptic

Orthodox ChurchZs Ben7ebbak ya Bal@ As long as there are great leaders like
you, the future of our Coptic Orthodox Church will always be full of light.

Thank you, Lord, thank you for always giving us more than we deserve
and for encouraging us to be better people.

| am also immensely grateful for all the servants, organizers and Abuna Rafaael
we should learn a lot from you, men 5edmetkom el gamila we el ma7abba we el ebtesa

el dayman mabenkain

O Marina Abcelmalek- Melboune,Australia

| have never been prouder and honoured to be a young Coptic Orthodox Egyptian!
Attending the 1st Coptic Orthodox Church World Youth Week was one of the most
incredible and exciting experiences of my life, and | couldn't have asked for a better we
to see Egypt for the first time! Egypt is one of the most special places I've ever visited,
as it's so rich in culture, history, beauty and of course defimimlisA/

It's not everyday that a group of 200 strangers become one big family in eight

days ; 9 Not only did | gain a new international family, but | was also so fortunate and
blessed to have spent 8 days with our amazing Baba - Pope Tawadros Il. No words cat
describe how incredible he is as a leader, father, friend and teacher, who taught us all th
true meaning of joy, and inspired us all by showing us how ideas and visions can be bot
to life. Our church is so lucky to be under his guidance and to have a leader who value
the opinion of the youth so much - so thank you for taking us back to the..roots!

and Egypt, | will be backd ##
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Q MariamSalib - Penrsyhania USA

,W°V WDNHQ PH D ELW RI WLPH EHIRUH DFWXDOO\ SR
| like to process things and | might be a little slower at doing that lol but | wanted to start
off with this post. My last 2 days in Egypt | got SO sick. Spiked 102.3 fever that no
cocktail of drugs could bring down. Fever followed by all kinds of stomach pain only Egyrg
can bring on lol and the 4-hagesh that landed me in the ER. | will neverrrrr forget how
Yostina was with me the whole-time tub tubing me and comfortingRr¢°UH JRLQJ
make an amazing mama one)dden shady and Yostina coming with me to the hospital
DQG VWD\LQJ ZLWK PH WKH HQMdnY $weat spiridwas Krioghe V |
to make me feel better. David giving me meds and checking up on me every second- so
sweet! Then Rafik on the phone with his mama after | left the hospital asking her
guestions so he can take care of me lol and then everyone taking me around to pharmaci
and sending me off with cheese, bread, and meds for my flight. LIKE WHAT?!!!!l These

DUH SHRSOH , KDG MXVW -867 PHW DQG WUHDWHG PFH
(J\SW NQRZLQJ LW°VY WKDW HYHU\RQH EHFRPHV \RXU
us, together. Seriously learned so much from each one of you and hope | can carry ol
the love you showed me daily. Love and miss you all so much!!!!

Q MariamZakhe - NewYork,USA

| had the opportunity and blessing of attending the first World Youth Week Conference
in Egypt with His Holiness Pope Tawadros. We started off as 200 acquaintances
and left as one big family knowing that we are blessed with a loving and kind-heartec
Baba (Father) to lead us and shepherd His Church. As a father would, our Baba
Tawadros gave us the opportunity to speak on behalf of the youth and listened to us
as we addressed some of the challenges that we see around thé\ieoekperienced

what it means to be united as One Body in Christ. We experienced the Joy and Love that
can only come from above. We experienced Koinonia.

| am so incredibly proud to be a member of the Coptic Orthodox Church led by Our
beloved Baba Tawadros, and to be an Egyptian. Despite what has come up in the med
Egypt is an incredibly beautiful country and as safe as any other part of the world.
The Coptic Orthodox Church has been persecuted for centuries, yet despite
this it remains a Church grounded in faith and strength.

A special shoutout to the amazing, beautiful and extraordinarily loving organizers
who took care of every single detail, welcomed us with wide open arms and did abo\
and beyond imagination. We love you all so much and appreciate all your hard wor
dedication and love!

| am blessed with a new and beautiful family who each individually hold a speci
place in my heart! The theme of the conference was JOY and we all left with our hearts
VLQJLQJ VRQJV RI SUDLVH %5HMRLFH LQ WKH ORUC

God ; 9 #OurBabaTawadro#WYW2018#RejoiceintheLordtJOY #njoyEgypt
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Q Peter Gad - NewJersey,USA

'RUGV FDQ°W GHVFULEH KRZ DPD]LQJ WKLVWnéeiy W Zt
Pope Tawadros not just seeing him, but eating and taking selfies with him and spendir
time with HH. | also gained a new family and home in about 17 different countrie:
, FDQ°W WKDQN DOO WKH RUJDQL]JHUV HQRXI2K IRU
and most memorable week of my life. There are more pics to come

O MariamMelik - Khartoum,Sudan

7KH -R\ Rl WKH /RUG LV 0\ 675(1*7+ A *UDWHIXO DQC
tremendous family members all over the world and Pope Tawadros the second

my FatherZe 7o #WYW2018 #Back_to_the Roots #nJOYegypt

Q MarinaFidal Londn UK

| have always been extremely proud of where I come from. Home has always bee
Egypt(/Sudan) and my identity and heart have been firmly rooted there.

Last week, | was honoured and blessed enough to be able to attend the first World
Youth Coptic Conference under His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il. | have never been
prouder of my home, but more so of my people. | had no idea what to expect but the amot
of service, hope, joy and purest agape love filled the hearts of all 200 attendees
from around the world. Being in the midst of these wonderful people has changed
who | am, and | am eternally grateful for my fire being re-ignited.

| am also incredibly grateful for His Holiness Pope Tawadros, for everything
he has done for the youth of the church and for the commitment he has shown to listenin
to our voices; for caring for how we fit in to the world around us and in the church,
and how we can better our ways for the generations to come. | am grateful for his love.
DQG , DP JUDWHIXO IRU *d@ysvakefug By suiize\Ahid khatks \ud W
off our feet. ODVU KHUH°V WR \RX-upf KLV LV WKH FRPH
#nJOYegypttourBabaTawadrogthanksbetoGodalways

O Monica Hibib - Paris,France

He is our Baba. He is the true definition of love, the definition

of smile and happiness. He is our source of Joy. Baba has been
an incredible example of the true meaning of love. His support,
care and compassion make him an amazing father and Baba
to all who are fortunate to be called Coptic.
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Q Nermn Nadea - Muscat,Oman

Nfsy 2rg3 tanyS: 27la 2eam fe 7iatypb&d eh mabsota 2ny 2t3rft 3ala kol nas deh 2ly

bgd 2Ibha mlean 7ob w i® £; %868%6d'm so proud that | was apart of this awesome
week... | really want go back to my home (logos) and see my friends and baba

| miss them so mudh

Q Mark Salib - Kuwait, Kuwait

JOY was the main focus of the World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church ...

+RZHYHU WKHUH ZDV QR QHHG IRU DQ\RQH WR W
we lived this joy throughout the convention. We lived it through the love and care of HH
RXU ““%DEDY 3RSH 7TDZDGURV WKH QG WKURXJK WK
of our organisers regardless of how much sleep they got, and through the smiles
on the faces of everyone we met during this convention.

Words cannot describe the amount of gratitude | have for every single person who
took part in this week in any shape way or form. | can confidently say that this conventior
and the people in it have touched me and changed me for the better.

All the respect to all the soldiers who taught us a lot and made us feel at home.
Until we meet again!  #WYW20#BackToRoots#nJOYegypt

O Mark Kelada - Dublin,Ireland

Meeting all these people and living with them for

a week resulted in strong friendships forming

and a new family for life! Just the support needed

to complete my journey®

Some of the incredible sights we've seen in just one

week in beautiful Egypt!

Logos Papal Centrei 9 Another home in Egypt where | gathered with my new family
and our Baba!

Egypt is safeAEgypt is beautifuREgypt is amazing

Leaving Egypt after an unforgettable experience and a new perspective on love and joy
I've never been sadder to leave this place! Eg9EDm el donia!

Logos Papal Centre - location of the 1st Coptic World Youth Week!

10/10 ; 9Egypt ; 9
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Q Pavli Osama - Alexandria,Egypt (translater)

A simple man - as He was seen in the eyes
of some - took on twelve servants to serve the
cities and villages of old... One Man and twelve
servants made the difference. Not only there, but
in the entire world too!

St. Mark, records an important incident
WKDW AWKH DSRVWOHV PHW -HVXV DQG WROG K
everything: what they did and what they knew." The simplicity and depth of that
HISUHVVLRQ ZKDW WKH\ GLG DQG ZKDW WKH\ NQHZ
Jesus Christ that He used to ask and to listen to each of them. This was what the
disciples of the Lord were used to with Him!!

They always told him all the details and He embraced all that was said with full
attention and caring heart... Always with them teaching, preaching and more impactful
giving them the experience of fatherhdtathaps, this care and love from Christ, gave
birth to the talents that each of the twelve was known for! The depth of care, attention,
love, experience Christ gave to them, sprung forth the apostles we know and follow
to this day!

Encouraging, leading and teaching them, He came down from the boat and beho
the love-deprived multitudes were filled when they saw, experienced and felt the joy
brought by Him for they were sheep without a shepherd! We dance softly to our hearts
and love the knowledge about Jesus that reveals to us the beauty of His connection
to His servants from across the cities ... but even from across the world!

The acceptance and communication of Christ broke the barrier between the old
and new testament. This direct contact and participation, friendship and fatherhood were
sufficient to bring them to the true faith.

This was what we felt with our beloved father, His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il who
invited fifty servants from across the world with joy that radiates a engulfed in love! He
embraced us... He heard everything from us... Continued with us and even shared foc
with us, then he told us about his mission, which was the First World Youth Week!

His Holiness, during the WYW embraced all of our different opinions
DQG H[SHULHQFHY DQG JDYH XV D YRLFH WR VSHDN
aspirations, fears and hopes the pinnacle of the week, the seminar began!
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The following topics were coveref@irthodox faith in the twenty - first century
Youth servicé2z¥cumenical Relationd%hurch and Identityz D ¥QdE&munication
and information technology

In light of this, the youth met during the week twice, the first with the participation
of five priests and the second to write a paper with three elements:

- Their vision of the status quo
- Challenges they see
- Opportunities, hopes and questions (the most important paragraph in each paper).

To conclude, there was a closing session to present these papers to all
the participants and to His Holiness the Pope. Listening to his children's ideas and hope:
for their church, our father was delighted and filled with joy and we were aspired
from the chance to present our ideas and hopes for our beloved Church.

The message drafted by the youth is a very useful document in the service
that may lead to new ideas and approaches in service. It holds the possibility to drav
the attention of the parents to the need and problems facing young and what their view
about it!

Let us pray for this document to bear fruit for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

#WYW2018 #WYW_Seminar

Q Veroni@alskarde - Dubai, UAE
| watch this and | cry9 | miss you all.

| miss being able to see our Baba every@&ay
#wyw2018 #nJOYegypt

Q Michael Samy - Alexardria,Egypt (translatd)

The beautiful Papaoesesd.. Lovely Papa ... Servant ... Friend ... Cheerleader ...
Humble ... Smiley. {2 {2 #ThePopeWh&eDontKnow #WYW #crew #organisers
#teamwork #Coptic_Church
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Q Pierre Endrawes - Paris,France

A great blessing¥#8odis Holiness took the time to speak to us for a few minutes through

RQH RI WKH :<: DWWHQGHH®°V DFFRXQWacark§ fatlei I L Q L
#OurBabaTawadros

Back from the World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church which
gathered youth from more than 30 countries. An unforgettable week crowned by
the presence of HH Pope Tawadros the Second. His Holiness is not only a great spiritual
leader but also a real father caring about any details that could rejoice his children.
His Holiness kept asking each one of us if everything was ok and if we were happy
After a few days, HH had memorized most of the 200 participants names! Our Church
should be proud to have such a Pop&! D &RSWLF \RXQJ PDQ ,°P
Holiness so much cares about youth opinions regarding church matters: the week wa:
concluded by an official meeting within the Holy Synod room where we the youth were
allowed to present our suggestions to His Holiness who was carefully listening with great
humility! It is expected that these suggestions will be discussed by the Holy Synod nex
November, a first time in our Church history! #0urBabaTawadros

O Michall Vlands - Duesseldorf, Germaly

When Baba checks am?86bmiss all WYW family and HH our

Baba Tawadros 9 &4
#OurBabaTawadros #WYW2018

Q Paul Iskandeg - SydneyAustralia

Yo7KHQ , ZLOO VHW RY HysemiaktHDBRVIR @id e KHSKHU G
will feed them; he will feed them himself and be their shie@hé/
(Ezekiel 34:23)

Everyone meets Alex. Alex was told by doctors that he was in urgent need
of a heart transplant. His Holiness, as the image of Christ in the Church today is a true
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI +LP ILQGV WKHVH %“YLVLWD!
His Holiness, we know how hard it is for him to take time out of his extrenyely bus
schedule to eat ... but he really does all he can do! As brief as it may have beer
it is no easy request but truly His Holiness has his priorities straight - the poor, the sick
and the future of the Church! #0urBabaTawadros
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Q SandraBenyann - TexasUSA

,°YH ZDLWHG WR ILQG WKH SHUIHFW ZRUGV WR GHVF
of words that | could use to possibly depict how amazing everything was...Simply pu

Pope Tawadros is our father, and we are his Kiés.
#nJOYegyptRejoice in the Lord always, again | say REJOICE.

The story behind this photo: When | was leaving, Baba Tawadros asked me if | wa:
JRLQJ WR &U\ |, WROG KLP PD\EH ZKHQ ,°P DORQH
<HW , GLGQ°W FU\ XQWLO WKH RUJDQ LéHANY BRIEAPH W
7/DZDGURV ORRNHG DW PH DQG VDLG w,°YH DOZD\V
FU\LQJ % /RO

Q Philopatee Zaki- Azat - Toronto,Canaeda

My Father, there is nothing | can say or do to thank you for the love and joy you put
in my life! We are undeserving of all the gifts you have given us, especially your lov
and care. Your words of wisdom have pierced my heart | will never forget this experience
One of many postgnJOYegypt#wyw2018fPopeOfYouth

Q MariamMohshn - MananaBahrain
Pope Tawadros II. Our Pope. Our Baba. Our Heaf. One family with one Balb&bd

Q ShadyYassa - Kuwait, Kuwait
Ending 2018 by remembering the Best thing that happened

in 2018 - World Youth Week; 9
Getting to know 200 new family members

and A truly wonderful BABA 9
P.S | MISS U ALLLLLLLIES:%4:%

Q MinaMisak - Stockhdm, Sweden

The picture tells a lot about the JOY of 200 peopie
#OurBabaTawadros #WYW2018 #nJOYegypt
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Q TalynSaleeb - SydneyAustralia

World youth week... what an honor and blessing it has been attending this conference
A week of laughs, love and conversations of service... the unity was truly felt!
It is so amazing to have found a wonderful group of international youth who | can now ca
family! Special shout outs go to the Pope for caring for us as though we were his own
children and Fr. Joshua, Simone, Antony, Mona and Paul for all the wonderful memories
#MylnternationalcCopticFaminJOYegypt#WYW 18#LogosCentre
#CopticOrthodoxy#HHPopeTawadrol #forAjoy #HomeBound #ArabicLessaloading

Q Valeria Atef - Rome Italy

The first World Coptic Youth Week.

A week made of LOVE, JOY, HOPE;

A week in which each of us gained a new beautiful

family headed by You, dear Baba Tawadros.

%% JUHDW FKXUFK OHDGHU D ZLVH WHDFKHU D ORY
VRXO DQG D WUXH FDULQJ %DED %

You made this week to be the best week of our lives.

2% HQ 4 Bd&bB NXVe will not be able to thank God enough for all this beauty.
Ma7meia ia Masr we metbarka ia aghla el awtan!!

'L PDV DOD I&wR@vihB & Wd7ed laf we darla2i Masr heial om, el asl,
el dafa wel dat¥nJOYegypt #BackToheRoots #ourBabaTawadros

Q Margarette Gabrial - San Francis®, USA

Yesterday | had the honor of presenting to the Coptic Pope, HH Pope Tawadros I,
to share my experiences in Egypt and talk about the first World Youth Weelof the

best weeks of my life.

When getting his blessing afterwards, | told HH | got engaged 4 days before | left
WR (J\SW DQG KLV UHVSRQVH #%ZHOO OHW®°V VHH WK

Grateful to have a baba that is so caring and loving of his youth, for the opportunity
to go to Egypt and experience it the way | did, and meeting individuals from all aroun
the world that have only inspired me to be a better person. #WYW

40



Q Andrew Maydy - Cairo,Egypt
To Our Baba Tawadrog’ ,

Who showed us what does a Real Caring Father mean, who seeks nothing but the #Jo
of his sons and daughters, who made us stay at his Home, Logos, that shortly became ¢
Home too.

To our Baba who showed us the purest kind of Love, We Love you so much from the
depth of our heartsZe {2 #WYW2018 #LOGOS #nJOYegypt #OurBabaTawadros

Q Philip Aziz - NewYork,USA

This is another sign of the true fatherhood of HH Pope Tawadros II. He refers to each
of us by name, knows where we work, what we study, what important events
are occurring in our lives, etc. He takes time from his extremely busy schedule to checl
up on us. What can | say? | am proud to call this man Baba.

Had amazing opportunity to meet with
President Abdel Fattah Sisi and ask him
guestions regarding Egypt and his personal
views on different issues. | am forever grateful
to HH Pope Tawadros Il for allowing me
to have a once in a lifetime experience during
my first visit to Egypt. #OurBabaTawadros

Q Pierre Habib - Penrsyianig USA

Words cannot describe how amazing the First World Youth Week of the Coptic
Orthodox Church was. Phenomenal would be a huge understatement!

Gained 200 new family members from all over the world, 200 pounds from all the
food, but most importantly we all gained one Baba!

Incredibly honoured and blessed to have been a part of this historical event.
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Q MinaGerges - Doha, Qatar
Y%W5HMRLFH LQ WKH /RUG DOZD\V $MDILQ , ZLOO VD\

The 1st World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox
Church (WYW COC) was held in our motherland
Egypt last week, where 200 youth from 30
countries participated and met in order to get back
to our roots.

$QG %-2<% ZDV WKH PDLQ WRSLF RI WKH ZHHN

By the tmewH DUULYHG /RJRV?® RXU DFFRPPRGDWLR(
throughout the convention. Where in the opening ceremony HH the Pope Tawadros
WKH QG ZRQ RXU KHDUWV ZKHQ KH VDLG DOO KH
Thank you, baba, for granting me this chance of experiencing a great home like Logc
and meeting this big family; now | can say that | have brothers and sisters all ovel
the world and our father is in Egypt.

The convention itself inspired us and gave our hearts overwhelming sense of JOY.
It was also well organized, so much thanks to the amazing organizers team; some of whc
GLGQ°W VOHHS GXULQJ WKH ZHHN EXW WKH\ ZHUH 1IX

The most outcomes were as follows: We spoke about the unity of the church from
different prospective. Lots of memories, connections, families, and Joy were created
in that week. We visited different places in Egypt and saw the richness of this beautiful
country. Honestly, It was my first time seeing all the places we have visited together.
Words cannot express my happiness, appreciation and gratitude. May Gog continu
to bless this wonderful Church and our leader Pope Tawadros |l

To my great new family: You are all most welcomed to visit me when you visit Qatar
in the world Cup 2022. Hope to see you soon.

Till then, Love you all.

#nJOYegypt #WYW2018 #OurBabaTawadros #BackToRoots
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Q NardeenLoka - NewYork, USA
A true Father!

One of the speakers in the WYW was Dr. Mina

Michel, a legally blind assistant teacher faculty

member in Faculty of Engineering - University

of Mansoura. He completed his Doctorate degree

from Germany. A young man filled with ambition

and hope, who had a smile on his face the entire time he was giving his talk! At the er
of his lecture, HH Pope Tawadros, who attended the whole lecture very attentively
sitting in the back seats among the youth, got up out of his seat to the stage to thank
Dr. Mina and give him a gift of appreciation. After he thanked him and they took a picture
together, the Pope said; , alvBlys been wanting to meet Dr Mina in person, and to take

D SLFWXUH ZLWK KLP DIWHU DOO WKH JUHDWM&KLQJ
W U XA tide father who is very proud of his children, and who sees them great
in his eyes#OurBabaTawadros#nJOYegypt

An unforgettable world Coptic youth week, with 7 life changing eye openers!

1- Love is a universal language. It is felt and taught by example, as a living Gospe
UDWKHU WKDQ LQ VHUPRQV *RG LV /RYH DQG ZKHU
deeprooted VDFULILFLDO ORYH ZLOO EH IHOW %épkesW KLV
LI \RX KDYH ORYH IRU RQH DQRWKHU %% -RKQ

2- We are ALL united in the One Body of Christ. Different languages, different
cultures, different backgrounds; but when it came to praying liturgy together, and having
communion from the One Body and Blood- we all immediately felt united as One!
Y%“)RU ZH WKRXJK PDQ\ DUH RQH EUHDG DQG RQH ER
| Corinthians 10:17

3- Serving is never complete unless done joyfully with a smile. Thank you for your
smiling facesa 46 HUYH WKH /25" ZLWK JODGQHVVY. 3VDOP\

4- Our church is very rich with its history and saints, but is also truly blessed
and rich with our young, bright and energetic youth! From generation to generation,
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the church will continue to grow, as long as it grows in CHist!this reason we also,

since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be fille
with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may
walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work
and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, according to His
JORULRXVY SRZHU IRU DOO SDWLHQFH DQG ORQJVXII

5- We have a great church leader, a loving father, a wise teacher and a true caring
%% DEDY. 3RSH 7DZDGURYV -youfig $mt o{d pod@ AnK HcD, ih EEgGlpD O ¢
and outside of Egyp#nd | will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed
you with knowledge and understandiégremiah 3:15

6- The Church, since the time of the apostles, has been going through some tough
times of persecution, and currently in our days there are always sad news of burning dow
homes and churches, which breaks our hearts. But evil acts like this should not stop othel
church activities and services that help spread love and joy, building souls and unitin
the members of the church in one accord!

7- Lastly, as much as it was an amazing experience,
and as much as many cried the last day while saying goodbyes;
| miss my home church, and miss the place where God placed me
to serve His holy nam@/e are the salt of the earth!

Salt, when sprinkled over the whole pot, gives good flavour
but if all clumped in one spot, it would taste bad! God sprinkled
us all over the world, each of us with his/ her own calling.
Praying that we all take what we learned, and the blessings we
received, with the spirit of love and joy, and spread it at our
different churches and towns.
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Serve & Rejoie Week
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YoH¥Y SHAH: HHWVRK<RWR &ROMF2 WMREH & KAK

Fr. Mikhaeel Samr

It was held from August 24to 3%, 2019, under the leadership and presence
of His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il at Karma King Mariout, Alexandria.

The happiest moments in life are where we are in the divine kingddn-use
This is the vision of our beloved Father, His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il, who wanted

his young children to experience it from all over the vidd
To taste the true taste of JOY in service

The 150 participas youth from about 30 dioceses from around the world served in all
the services:

Village service - 16 villag&s 1,100 families
Children's carnivals - 600 children
Elders Service - 60 elderly people
Homeless Service - 70 children
Down syndrome Service - 75 children

0 Sudanese Refugee Servic@00 children&families
Spiritual Talks:

o Pope Tawadros Il Serve& Rejoice

o Bishop Bavly - Joy in following the Christ

o Bishop Yadbs - Joy in Washing of the feet

o Fr. Marcos Fawzy - Joy in the power of God's word

o Fr. Joshua Tadros - Joy in service

ChurchVisits:

o Nativity Cathedral and Al-Fattah Al-Alim Mosque in the New Administrative
Capital.

0 Logos Center at the Papal residence - at St. Bishoy Monastery to restore the
memories of World Youth Week

| was very touched and rejoiced with all my heart when | participated in this week
and when | saw the most sacred and pure service and love of young men serving thos

who had no one to remind thén

O O ©O O O

+All glory and thanksgiving to our good Gl
+Thank you, beloved Father, His Holiness, The Pope, The Leader, The vision owner.

+Thank you, our beautiful church youth, may God bless you and rejoice your hearts
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Serve & RejpiceWeek2019

The First World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox ChurchB4% DFN WR V
5RRWVY%. WRRN SODHMH Sépibes X, IJ2018WWhile the schedule
was planned, the bonds formed could never have been predicted. Put 200 strangers
WRIJHWKHU GHSULYH WKHP RI VOHHS DQG H[SRVH
the results could be regrettable, but no - the youth bonded like long lost family.
Amidst the madness of late nights and extreme heat, the youth joined as one into a famil
Bus rides were filled with hymns, healthy debates, and countless pranks. After long day:s
of touring the group would stay up late into the night unable to detach themselves from
these once strangers and now close friends.

This densely packed week concluded with the Closing Ceremony held at LOGOS
Center. The youth did not want to leave. They were now so attached to Egypt, their
roots, His Holiness, their Baba and more than anything else to each other.
The atmosphere was filled with emotions, pictures, tears, and hugs. The following day
they each started returning to their homes forever changed. Their hearts were full
of love and longing to one day reunite.

The bonds were unphased by the distance. A group message originally createc
to manage logistics during the week in Egypt turned into a 24-hour source of connection
and the friendships flourished.

Just one month later, HH Pope Tawadihasame for a pastoral visit to the United
States. During this visit, he made sure to meet with his WYW children. A mini-reunion
in NJ was quickly planned; youth came from all over the States for this one-hour meeting.
During this meeting, HH announced a second trip to Egypt the following summer 2019
but this time not as tourists and visitors, but as servants. A week-long service trip.
Everyone showed excitement about the idea. Quickly the youth began signing up, as the
were only 150 spots available this time.

Fast forward to August of 2019 and the youth once again, packed their things and
set off. This time with a heart of service and a longing desire to reunite as the family
formed one year before. This was the second WYW withWhK& HPH RI1 %6HUY
UHMRLFH »%» 7UXO\ HYHU\RQH VHUYHG DQG LQGHHG
over. Little did we know that this was not the end, but rather the beginning of an annual
reunion of the WYW youth family.

On Friday, August 232019, we arrived to King Mariout a day before the service
week officially started in order to settle in, but to our surprise, we were told to quickly
put our luggage in our assigned rooms because we had work to do right away.
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We met the servants from St. Ma\°V )DJDOOD ZKR KHOSHG VK|
with a spirit of service. We unloaded trucks full of school supplies, different types of food,
boxes, and equipment to pack the boxes and school bags for thousands of people. V
began to construct the assembly line, which we used to pack the boxes of food an
backpacks full of supplies for the families. By the end of the night, we had boxed 1,40(
boxes full of non-perishable foods and 2,000 school bags full of supplies for the children.

We started off the week with a Spiritually nourishing day. We prayed Liturgy
together with His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il. In the Eucharist, we were ALL (servants
and served alike) members in the one body of Christ that was broken for us all. The da
continued with fellowship, a prayer meeting and 2 spiritual talks about service. In the
Bible sharing session, we all spoke, we all listened and we all humbly learned from or
another! We learned that prayer and the Holy Bible are the cornerstone of service. The
hidden suppliers of love and joy. After the filling, comes the sharing with others... we
IUHHO\ UHFHLYHG DQG QRZ zZDV WLPH WR IUHHO\ J
WZHOYHY WKDW WKDW WKH\ “4PLIJKW EH ZLWK +LP¥»% L
Mark 3:14- a s His Holiness taught us in the sermon. Off we go to the field.

We were split into three groups that rotated into a different field of service daily.

One group went to meet and serve homeless children. We ate and played
together. There were many activities including soccer, inflatables, real life foosball, anc
other team-based games. Regardless of differences in background, we found many mo!
similarities between us. We are all of equal worth. People have different opportunities in
life. But in the end, we are all worth the same. At the end of the day, Pope Tawadros
FRPPHQWLQJ RQ WKLV VHUYLFH ORYLQJO\ VDLG Yi:H
'H VHUYH WKH KXPDQ %

Another group served in the villageal/e started the day by gathering all the
children in the village church for a Biblical lesson, songs and fun games. They were taug|
about hygiene as well and were given backpacks with school supplies and basic den
kits. We were then split into smaller groups to visit the modest homes of our brothers
and sisters, to read the Holy Bible with them and ask about them.

Another group of servants spent the day in the Karma house and prepared a fun
Carnival day prepared for other children from nearby villages. The servants split up into
groups and went from station to station with their children, from arts and crafts, to a
puppet show, then o inflatable rides, and organized group games. The children were ¢
excited, spreading joy to us, more than we spread joy to them with all the plannec
activities! As we were blessed to have Pope Tawadros come and spend time with the
FKLOGUHQ VRPH RI WKH FKLOGUHQ DVNHG PL"WK HI[F
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The children eventually had lunch with His Holiness and then left after taking his
blessing!

Every night, after the service day, all the servant groups gathered together
to share their experiences and have a Bible sharing session. An interesting part of the
preparation was cutting hundreds of mangoes into cubes to provide the children with
a luxury that they rarely enjoyed.

One day of service involved a group visiting 2 nursing homes in nearby cities,
DOQORWKHU JURXS YLVLWHG FKLOGUHQ ZLWK 'RZQ°V
The servants came back very inspired, as noted in the following section of the book, thei
reflections.

The last day in King Mariout, involved a big Carnival with about 400 children from
nearby villages all gathered in one place, joyfully enjoying the activities, the lesson:
learned and the presence of Christ in the middle.

The final day of service came on Thursday, where the group headed to Cairo for
a Southern Sudanese Refugees fun day. A fun packed day, with songs, games, arts a
crafts, activities and inflatables. Providing the love of Christ which He has given us all
freely was the best means of communication among us.

Throughout the week, we all began to realize that although we went thinking we
were going

To serve these people, they actually served us. They showed us how we shoulc
truly live our lives by seeing God in everyone we meet and in everything we do.
(DFK DQG HYHU\ RQH RI XV OHIW ZLWK WKH VDPH FF
EXW ZH DFWXDOO\ UHFHLYHG zZD\ PRUH %

7KH KDUYHVW LV SOHQW\ WKHUH°V HQRXJK |
#ServeAndRejoice #JoyAmbassadors
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Youth Rdlections dter
Serve & Rejoie Week



Upon arrival to the Karma House, we were greeted with old and new friends.
The sense of joy that we all once felt a year ago, had soon returned. We spent a few
hours catching up and then it was time to serve.

After a nice long needed nap after traveling, we started the service week
by preparing school bags and supplies for the kids we were going to serve. Once agai
the joy filled all the hearts of the WYW youth even though it was hot and exhausting.
Later that night, we helped prepare boxes of food that we would later pass out to families
of a nearby village. The experiences at the villages was something that truly changed th
hearts and perspectives of the youth. The sheer amount of humility and gratitude that
these families possessed was nothing short of being saints.

These families live in the harshest of conditions with some not having doors,
ceilings, and air conditioning. One particular house where we visited, consisted of twc
URRPV 7KH IDPLO\ FRQVLVWHG RI WKH ZLIH KXVEDQ
This woman to me was a living saint based on her faith. She began to tell us how he
husband had suffered a stroke and was basically bed bound. One day, after her husba
came back from the hospital, he laid down in his room alone with the door closed. He
KXVEDQG EHJDQ VFUHDPLQJ V Did kalladwskandNthekhdavernsR X (
DQG WKH VDLQWYV %

From then on, her husband was no longer bed bound. This woman is able to liv
in peace because of the strong Coptic faith in Christ, which is the same faith that martyrs
have.

Finally, we arrived to a nursing home where | met a man named Ibrahim. This me
had lived in Alexandria before he moved into the nursing home. | began asking hi
TXHVWLRQV DERXW KLV OLIH DQG , DOzZD\V UHFHLYH
EDV KRZD UDELQD Dlitytdnd diiityNdrj @St $tirremddr évxrihing to God
ZDV YHU\ WRXFKLQJ WR WKH SRLQW , DOPRVW FRXOC(
Christ that each person yearns to have. The feeling for reconciling with God and living
in His grace, not having to worry about worldly matters.

David Besanti- Kentucky, USA
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It was the first Tuesday night of the service week. On one hand, | was so impressec
with the way the deacons discussed and voted on the hymns. Our church traditions are
safe in the hands of these youth. On the other hand, dark and evil voice was whisperin:
LQ P\ HDU %:KDW DERXW \RX" :KDW GR \RX NQRZ D
contribution in this discussion? Where were you when those deacons were in the churct
learning those hy@ V" '2 127 ZHDU \RXU WRQLD WRPRUURZ
\RXUVHOI <RX GRQ°W GHVHUYH LW DQG GRQ°W HYH

As expected, the whispers became loud voices, and the voices became a cloudi
noise in my brain. Thankfully, we were dismissed, and | could finally get out of the room
OHIW DQG ZHQW VWUDLJKW WR WKH FKXUFK , VWRR
began questioning God on why He sent me on this trip. Feeling completely lost anc
worthless, the voices in my head began screaming at me, causing me to break down. | v
in complete despair. | began to practice the one thing | was always taught not to,
comparing myself to others.

Needless to say, | felt so small amongst my peers who | felt served and contributec
more than | did. After a long and emotional argument with the voices in my head, | beg:
DVNLQJ *RG ZK\ %% :K\ GR \RX ZzDQW PH WR EH KHUH /
, DP RI QR WDOHQW RU VNLOO VR ZK\ Gér&oreRoE UL Q
myself back to my room and slept it off.

,W°V QRZ :HGQHVGD\ DIWHUQRRQ DQG ZH°UH LQ
Wednesday meeting. | believe with all my heart that God was talking to me that night
through the tongue of His Holiness. The talk was about the parable of talents. His
Holiness laid out to us the laws of the talents. The first and the most important one to
PH ZzDV %12 21( +%$6 12 7%$/(176 %% :H ZHUH DOO JLYHQ
return ten folds. Imagine hearing that after feeling so much despair and anger resulting
from not see your own self-worth in God. It was God you sent the message. HH also
mentioned how important it is to know yourself and to discover those talents so that they
GRQ°W JR WR ZDVWH GHDOIRR@R W LE W KK EHWHWVWHUYDQ
D JRRG &KULVWLDQ EXW ++ UHPLQGHG PH RI WKH PF
an expensive price for me with His blood; thus, | must have value and I must hay
something to offer. | may be too lost now to know what it is, but | am sure | will find it one
day.

The truth is, in this service trip, | was served more than | served. iveasmpre
than | gave. And | was loved more than | showed love. | learned to ask God the way S
PauldidbyalLQJ ¥ :KDW VKDOO , GR /RUG"% DQG WR JH'
despite feeling so small, God still placed value in me. In service, there is true joy and tru
ORYH %7KH KDUYHVW LV SOHQW\ EXW WKH &RdyNHU
not see our talents, and our worth, it is the best time to discover it. And there is no better
way to do so, but to roll up your sleeves and labor for Him.

Rimon Attalla- Melbourne, Australia
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Y%4“+HOOR .LGV 0\ QDPH LV .D WM E2UyoltKdstafKdfitdB D Q
, ZDV ORVW DQG IRXQG DJDLQ E\ P\ ORYLQJ VKHSKHL

This is me on the first day of Service Week. | stood in front of 40 children in a
FKXUFK LQ $EGHO .DGHU JLYLQJ D 6XQGD\ VFKRRO O]
mak with a sheep drown on it which only added to my nerves but at least it gave me
something to hide behind as | told the story in a sheepish tone of voice:

%0\ VKHSKHUG LV VR ORYHO\ , ZDV RQFH SOD\L
Immediately, the KEURNH LQWR D ZDYH RI ODXJKWHU , ZDV((
about. Were they laughing at me or at something | said? Then one of them shouted
“%0DQJR %WHER RU *XDYD %HER"% 7KH NLGV ODXJKHC
QHUYHV | G L@ @Ranmvas Quan, Bt Wibdved on with the lesson anyway.

After | finished, a young boy came toae:HUHAY% DQG KDQGHG PH
IURJHQ PDQJR MXLFH ZLWK WKH ZRUG '%HER®° ZULWW

| then understood what the laughter was about. To them Bebo is the name of a
common drink and not a sheep! | thanked the boy and put the sachet in my pocket. | w
RFFXSLHG ZLWK WKH SUHSDUDWLRQV RI WKH QH[W D

he gave me.

Shortly after WKH \RXQJ ER\ FDPH EDFN VD\LQJ %<RX \
PHOWY LW°OO WDVWH EHWWHUY?. &RQIXVHG , WRR
“%'LG \RX EX\ WAKLYHRU, PZHD'@W \R X WRKWUK RXN \RNE B
VXUH \RXDERQDWWR NHHS LW IRU \RXUVHOI"%

Yo, W°V RN»% VDLG WKH \RXQJ ER\ #ORRN %% KH R:
SRXQGV KH KDG %, VWLOO KDYH HQRXJK WR EX\ P\V

Although very small, | was delighted by the gift! During the service week we often
pitied the people we served for not having what we have. | was surprised to discover tha
WKH LQYHUVH LV DOVR WUXH 7KH\ IHHO VRUU\ IRU
a simple mango juice not even sold in a regular sized box but in a 20ml frozen sachet.

7KH SRLQW LVQ°W WR SLW\ DOWRJHWKHU EXW W
a strange thing which defies all mathematical equations and logic. When you give love
\RX GRQ°W ORVH DQ\ RI \RXU RZQ \iéhdl shEnet@f Bebbl Q P
RI FRXUVH 7KDW°V WKH HTXDWLRQ RI VHUYLFH

Karma Morcos:- Lausanne, Switzerland
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| arrived at service week with joy and excitement in my heart but had no idea wha
| was in for. Straight away, we were engaged in the preparation of food boxes and scho:
bags to distribute to families in deprived areas. Although it was a long process that was
covered in an immense small timeframe, | felt nothing but happiness and forgot about tf
fatigue. The feeling of knowing that what we are doing can help someone or bring a smi
RQ VRPHRQH®°VY IDFH DQG PDNH D GLIIHUHQFH ZDV HC
knowing that God was working through us. That feeling can never be matched.

| was truly touched when | was blessed with the opportunity to serve the homeless,
disturbing food to people in need in deprived areas, and carrying out a carnival festival fc
UHIXJHH 6 XGDQHVH FKLOGUHQ 6HHLQJ WKH VPLOHYV
them by engaging in playing simple games meant the world to me. The feeling that you g
ZKHQ D FKLOG KXJV \RX WLIJKWO\ MXVW WR WKDQN \
GHHSO\ DV, UHDOLVHG WKDW , ZDVQ°W VHUYLQJ WK
them as time went by.

Through this service opportunity, it allowed me to see first-hand how God
presents himself and works through others. It allowed to think of others more and
to always want to do more to help. Working together with people from all over the world
to achieve a common goal was truly inspiring as we all had the same determination al
desire to help others in need while glorifying God through our work.

Through working together in groups, | felt that we were all connected together on
another level and became stronger friends for it. It allowed us to create joyful memories
and experiences together that we will never forget. This was the catalyst for building up
our friendships together.

The prayer meeting was very special to me. It touched me. The feeling | got wher
closed my eyes in prayer and listened to the reading and hymns. Glorifying God togethe
with this unified spirit was a beautiful feeling, whilst lifting up our heart and thoughts
to God to ask Him to bless and strengthen us and to work through us and to use us.

The atmosphere during this prayer meeting was a feeling that | always want to feel
during prayer. The warmth, comfort and the belonging feeling that | felt during prayer
were illuminating, it was a special taste that | always want to experience daily in m)
everyday life.

Thank you for organising this wonderful service for us and for letting us experience
DQG WDVWH *RG°V ZRUN WKURXJK WKLV EOHVVHG V&I

Arsany Kanawaty LiverpoolUK
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On Joy APsalm 2:11 - Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling

KHQ ZH DUH WRJHWKHU ZH WDON DERXW MR\ HQ
MR\ MR\ MR\ GRZQ LQ P\ KHDUW¥» IURP ODVW \HDU
and Bible reading continue to resonate in my head.

Joy, we learn, is unwavering. It is experienced in communities and its fabric
LV LQH[SOLFDEO\ ZHDYHG ZLWK ORYH ,W LV DV &
EXVLQHVV RI KHDYHQ?¥

Admittedly, there was very little seriousness during the service week. On arrival,
we greet each other not as friends coming together, but as family reuniting. The spirit
of praise, music and laughter fills Al-Karma as we prepare for upcoming days.

The frail barriers of language, background and age wilt instantly against the deep.
genuine connections we forge with those whom we are called into the service with;
the children, the refugees, the elderly and the homeless.

| watch admirably as a young boy heartfully gifts the Pope with a colorful cross he
had worked on meticulously during arts and crafts. In the carnival, another boy wraps m
DUP DURXQG KLP DQG ODXJKV DW P\ “4PDNDVLUY $1
balloons and then dry off while eating popconothing short of two lifelong friends
hanging out. Agape is the new shared language and it speaks into the heart itself
7KH FRPPXQDO MR\ LV SDOSDEOH LQ WKH DLU ,°P F
heaven that day in Wadi Degla.

I Y“MR\ LV H[SHULHQFHG WKURXJK WKH JLYLQJ
INQRZ IRU FHUWDLQ WKDW WKH O\ULFV IURP ODVW \F
over) again, in this very moment during service week, ring absolutely true.

(Taken from Putting Joy into Practice by Phoebe Mikhail)

Amir Ameen- ManchesterUK
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First of all, | thank God for the opportunity to serve in Egypt and to serve
with this amazing group that | met last year. | would like to also thank our beloved
Pope Tawadros Il for his love and his care. We feel like we are one big family.

SERVE & REJOICE. | understood it once | started serving. By serving,
we receive much more joy than we think we will ever give. | received love and jo\
and | learned a lot from everyone. | really had the most beautiful week of my life.

When we were serving, by looking to the people serving with us, | learned how
to deal with all different ages of people including children and elders. | learned how
to make them feel unique and how to serve them. And from each one | was servec
| learned a lot. | learned from a little girl who was 9 years old how to put others first.
Instead of making her own tee-shirt painting, she helped her little sister first. | learned
from the people in the villages how to express love and faith just by hearing them tell theil
story.

Their smile, their love, their simplicity, their faith in God, their peace, the way they
are sharing everything with each other, touched my heart deeply. You can see Goc
in each one of them. | had a flame in the bottom of my heart that lit up when | met thos
people, when | talked to them, and when | was serving them.

Also, what surprised me is the hand of God in everything. We had to prepare for
the service for each next day. We loved working all together and feeling the presence
of God in the work we were doing. One day we went to bet el Kedissin to prepare
for the carnival for 300 kids. We prepared it all the night before. For sure, God gave
us strength. Also, | felt that God knows us and knows our talents, and he lets us serve
or meet people that need this specific talent in each one of us. It was really amazing.

, DP EDFN WR 3DULV DQG , FDQ°W VWRS WDONLOQ
P\ PLVVLRQ LQ *RG®°V KDQGV 7KDQN \RX DJDLQ 3RSH

We love you!

Marie Iskander- Paris, France
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After participating in the WYW week on the theme of joy, | thought | had the
privilege of participating in an enchanted parenthesis once in Byt hidhen Sayedna
El Baba offered to come back the next year, and in addition to having the chance to serv
| had great joy at seeing my sweet WYW family dgaed, after the first week, we all
stayed in touch, we took news from each other and we went to visit each other
in our different countries.

By preparing this week upstream, the organizers allowed us to wait during
the months that remained to wait before we find oursalveslid not waste time getting
to know each other so we could start working directly under the benevolence of our
beloved Baba.

After Abouna Réaed, we had the chance to meet Abouna Midi&éope that
next year we will see Abouna Gabrial like that we will meet the 3 archangels). He was
very kind to us and was a source of greatljtyape we will have the chance to see him
in France.

| loved even more this week because we had the opportunity to serve (although
in fact it was us who were serve@ut as Sayedna El Baba said, without the first week
we would not have known the joy of this wonderful second Exeslg. day, all the
services and people | met this week impressed me deeply.

Whether elders, young children, families from poor villages or Sudanese refugees,
it was a great joy to share my poor time with thEney all marked me so mudbarned
to thank God in all circumstances and with real fervor for all that he offers me.
And to be more grateful and stop complaining.

| learned that joy does not depend on the goods of this wosidiepends on my
love for God and this love stems from the joy of senvialgo learned that Egypt
Is a country rich in love, joy, charity, sharing and faitbuld love so much to take these
values with me to Frandeéinally, this week has been for me the most beautiful of my life
and | cannot wait to live it again with you all my beautiful WYW family.

For this waking dream, | would like to thank His Holiness Pope Tawhdros
and His Eminence Anba Marc who are such a great blessing in our Wissthem
a long and happy peaceful life, full of the same joy they give us when we are near them

Paul Wahba- Paris, France
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Last year | was chosen to be one of the participants of WYW. | was jumping up for
joy and it felt like | won the lottery, but after that amazing week, there was a thought
in my head ..."Why me God, why I'm one of the luckiest people on earth to be apart of thi
yes, it was fun and | was filled with joy, but is that all!! Is it just gonna end like that?

A year passed and the answer came. | was a member of something greater tha
| ever imagined. The service week ... all my friends and | were so excited to be reunite
with each other again we had so many expectations about this week. In this weel
we experienced so many things, felt different mixed new feelings that we never felt
before. We have seen people that had nothing and everything at the same time.

We:

Were listening to the miracles that happened to the humble people in the villages.
Were making little kids who have nothing ... feel nothing but joy, with just small things we
offered.

Made homeless people feel at home.
Made old people feel young again.

, FDQ JR RQ DQG RQA%XW ,°G OLNH WR VKDUH WKLV
(we stayed at Karma as our base with some of us go out each day and go serve a certe
area).

We were all excited and pumped up, we go to a church at the edges of the city
which was still under construction. | stepped on a big rusty nail by accident, that made r
leg swell and became so painful. This accident not only made me leave the service day
the church and go to hospital but also, | had to stay at Karma the next day to rest my foot
so | can use it the rest of the week and my group went to serve Down Syndrome.

That day | was angry at God...sitting in my room, saying in my mind: "Why
God....why | came to serve your sons and daughters, now I'm stuck in this room and cal
do a thing. I'm barely walking." After few hours... my group came back from Down
Syndrome service and started to speak about the day ...the things they said made m
rethink what | have said to God. After a while of thinking | came to find that I'm not serving
to make people happy ... I'm serving so | can taste happiness!!

I'm not serving them, | serve God and that makes me happy the more | serve the
happier | become and clearer the message become ((About true love and happines
Which is not obtaining, but giving, not being served but to serve, the more | give to Gol
is actually receiving happiness, joy and Internal peace. Now | understood why it was calle
"Serve& Rejoice".

Bishoy Gamil- Cairo, Egypt
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Last year, the first World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church proved
to be an amazing event, where each day felt so unique it could have been only gifted to
by God and facilitated by angels. | felt so blessed to be a part of it. Sometimes | struggle
through; | felt like |1 was being rewarded for something | did not do, which made me fee
guilty at times. Why was | there and not someone of my Dutch peers? Why me
VSHFLILFDOO\ ZKDW zZDV *RG°V PHVVDJH WR PH" /LW
for lessons He was going to teach me a year later, during my first service week ever.

, KDG EHHQ VWUXJJOLQJ D ELW WR OHW *RG°V M|
to have my heart, mind and eyes opened and to be filled with love of all different kinds
We had so much fun: we laughed and smiled and cracked jokes. With every outbrea
of laughter, | could feel the shells around my heart cracking as well. It was being opene
by the presence of God in all the beautiful people I got to meet.

| saw love in the smiles of the children we served and joy in their eyes as we playe
with them. There was heartfelt gratitude we got to witness. | saw a girl sharseifhe
bought popcorn when another girl spilled hers. It was beautiful. But it was not why God
needed me to be in Egypt; anyone could have served and even done a better job at it. G
wanted me specifically to see what real service looked like; and how lucky was | to be
part of this week.

The people who taught me the most were namely my fellow-servants. | was
touched by the smallest gestures by the youngest people present. The energy of those
who dedicated all of their time to serving the Lord and were still successful in their daily
lives. | was inspired by those who worked in silence, who kept the gift of service in their
hearts instead of in their mouths, only talking about it. | withessed so much humility, tha
some very cold strings in my heart were stirred back to life again.

And as the Lord was present in our moments of fun, He made Himself clearer
to me in the moments of silence. | was so impressed by the silence of my peers. So ma
great personalities, so hardworking - but | never heard anyone boast, without exception.
| saw a friend sweeping the floor without telling anyone or expecting anyone to help. | sa\
another friend hugging a child who felt unseen, without expecting to be seen themselve:
| saw genuine interest while my friends were listening to the littlest stories people were
telling us.
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It made me feel like these people knew Christ as He wanted to be lived and loved
the way He meant for us to know Him. And | was humbled and silenced, witnessing thi
unworthy as | am. Just being in their presence was such an honour.

And the more the week progressed, the more | got to discover. | learned that
| never really know what the other is going through, and that | should really refrain from
judging anyone. As it turned out, the most loving and joyful people were in fact the one
with the most pain and most impressive stories. They kept a smile on their faces and coul
make others smile as well, despite their own suffering: what a strength that must have
cost!

How small did | feel between these amazingly strong people, since | was not abl
WR OHW *RG°Y LQFUHGLEOH MR\ RYHUFRPH P\ LQVLJ
blocking His fruits in my life. | could see God working so clearly through everyone arounc
me and | was ashamed of myself. Everyone was a testimony of true faith, and | was
grateful to learn from each one of them. | am proud to call them my friends, my family.

| found blessings in everyone | met. My peers lifted my spirit and made me feel ligh
and turned out to be the best teachers | could have ever wished for on my persona
journey. All of this without being preached to even once. | just saw their works and tried
to be quiet to be filled with the Jesus that | saw in them.

In the midst of a jolly week, | learned the importance of silence. The days seeme
loud and chaotic; but the love | felt was really loud, while in fact it was mute. | learnec
how to silence mysel not just my words but also my heartver so quick to judge.
| learned that | do not always need to have an opinion, but must accept things as the
come. And | learned that we are all suffering one way or another, which does not have t«
prevent us from doing good. It does not matter where we come from or what our pain is
we can and must share His joy. He gives us His love and strength to do so. He gave L
the talents and made us His ambassadors, and as His servants we should arise and bu
ard He will make us prosper.

Lord, thank You for this invitation to Your Love and Joy and endless gifts. Thank
You for your plans and lessons.

Dear Baba and Family, thank you for teaching me, for moving and opening my hea
for taking away the blockage of my blessings. Thank you.

Irini Sorial - Amsterdam, Netherlands

61



Dear Baba,

,°P VR KDSS\ WKDW , HQWHUWDLQHG WKLV VHUY
inspiring your holiness to continue the great mission of last year. Thank you, baba fo
trusting us, our young kids that we can be up to this great responsibility and allowed us
to get the blessings of sharing in such a great service, we would have never seen lik
before.

| would like to say something about our visit to the village, really it was so amazing
and every house we went into, feeling the presence of Jesus especially the sixth one, th:
KRXVH ZH ZHQW DIWHU KHDULQJ D YRLFH LQVEGH X
'H VXSSRVHG WR YLVLW MXVW KRXVHVAUEHW aK LV |
visit it. Also, | learned the thankfulness for everything that God has given to me.

Also, | would like to say something about the third day, we went to visit the most
EHDXWLIXO SHRSOH LQ WKH ZRUOG %7KH '"RZQ 6\QG
this day | was so happy. We played and took a lot of memories with us and when we we
leaving, they told me you will come again next year | was like | hope to go there again, &
They was giving us hugs and a lot of love.

In Conclusion, Thank You O Lord for revealing part of your beautiful heaven for
PH ZKHQ , ZzDV VHUYLQJ RU WKRXJKW WR EH VHUYL
deserve to be a servant to them. Thank you, Baba for your teachings that helped me a Ic
always keeping in mind that my service is a Wazna that | have to invest in so that whel
the Lord asksme, ZRQ°W UHJUHW , KDYHQ°W LQYHVWHG P\
Your beloved daughter,

Nermin Nader- Muscat, Oman
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"So, beloved, no one can truly achieve this divine love @xtanein. What | tell
you is a spiritual law. It is impossible for a paspray to God with all his heart, soul,
mind and strength unless he becomes a child at Ward$ For Our Time,
St. Matthew the Poor

Preparingmyselffor this week of service | thought much alebuitdren and their
needs. | began to look forward to playing with them and seeing their smiles. | though
simplyabout what I'd be a part of - a group of youth coming together for a time
to reconnect and serve in our mother land. My heart was quickly challenged with a deepe
stirring of emotions. Who were these children in the eyes of Christ? What was my role
as | set out to serve them? As the week progressed, my heart grew more tender. It was
| who needed to become a child. It was | who was being served.

What does it mean to be a "child at heart"? Growing up in the church | would have
considered myself to understand this teaching but not until this week of service was | me:
with its true meaning. Children are pure, joyful and overflowing with love. Through this
service week | felt the true joy of becoming a child of Christ. As | swam in the
overwhelming love of from my fellow servants | was struck; never before had
| experienced this level of love. Everywhere | turned there was a smile and a hug bein
offered. Small gestures of love were constantly flowing through us as we formed into one
body; the body of Christ serving with our full hearts. Prior to this trip I'd never fully
understood how love and joy were created; I'd never seen the love | experiencec
at service week.

For this experience | am ever grateful. The opportunity to become a Child of Christ
and swim in a sea of pure love with my brothers and sisters.

Monica Mosis- California, USA
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As the days approached, | was getting more and more excited to embark on the
Serve and Rejoice Mission Trip. | wanted to do my best to make those who we serve
smile and fill them with joy. However, it was I, who had joy poured in him.

The first day we arrived, we were not supposed to do anything other than settle
in. Within an hour or two, we had to start unloading trucks of food, bags, boxes, and mar
other things. Eight hours later, we had filled over 1,200 boxes with food and 2,000 book
bags with school supplies. | have never felt so tired and sore in my life, but seeing th
children and families being happy and thankful when we presented them with these thing
made it all the worthwhile.

The next day, we visited homeless children and we enjoyed a day of fun with then
The love which these children displayed taught us what true love was. Although we only
knew them for a few hours, by the end of our day with them, it was as if we knew eacl
other for years. One child kept kissing my picture on my ID, which was hanging arount
my neck. It made me feel his true love for me. Furthermore, the children all argued ove
where | should sit. They all wanted me to sit by them and eat from the same plate. | trul
felt a love that | never expected to feel from meeting people for a few hours. Although
they are less fortunate, they were taught never to throw away food. Whatever was
in their plate, they need to finish. This taught us a lesson that we need to be grateful for
whatever we have.

We served people regardless of their background. As His Holiness Pope
7DZDGURYV ,, WDXJKW %:H GR QRW VHUYH FHUWDLAQ
or religion, the children brought the servants just as much joy, if not more, as the servants
brought them. We were truly touched and learned a lot from them.

Furthermore, when we served the Sudanese Refugees, we were able to see the
joy they had in spite of the hardships and tribulations they endured throughout in their
country, which caused them to flee, in search of a better life.

Overall, this experience made us learn that although we may think we are serving
these people, they served us by showing us how to truly emulate Christ in their every
action. We went to Egypt to serve and give joy to those we served. But, it was our
brothers and sisters in Christ, whom we were to serve, who served and edified us
spiritually and filled us with true joy.

Andrew Lotfalla- New Jersey, USA
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This year at the World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church was totally
different than last year, we were going to serve. For the most of us, especially me, we
lived a new experience every day. It all started by arriving one day earlier than we are
supposed to so that | can rest from the long flights before we start the services that we
came to Egypt for. But apparently the rest during this week was very minimal, and we
went directly to work in making the school bags and the food boxes that we were goinc
to give to the kids and their families. | was told before coming to Egypt by one of the
servants to not show the people that | am serving that | am affected or feeling bad for
them or their living conditions.

| did not think that this would be a problem, but It was. | was really affected by their
situations with the first house we visited. But at the same time, | saw how God does not
leave any of his children. Whenever we ask the kids or their families how they are doing
WKH DQVZHU WKDW ZH XVXDOO\ JHW ZoAedwitKD& N *F
icons of Christ and the saints. Something that really bothered me was seeing young kid:
that are not able to read and write because they stopped going to school. Kids in this
village start working at a very young age so that they can support their families. On the
contrary, in the houses where the kids continued their education, we saw how proud thei
parents are.

The second day of service we went to serve the elders, | was surprised that our
service included serving non-Christians in Egypt, especially the group that went the first
day to visit the homeless children. We saw Old people waiting for us, waiting for someone
to talk to. We went to 2 elders houses, and on the second one | stayed with one of the
elders that could not make it downstairs to sit with everyone else. We could not really
understand everything she was saying as she did not have that many teeth left, but w
stayed with her listening to her and her stories. One thing that | asked from the elders
of the two houses was to always remember me in their prayers, | really felt that these
people have a very good connection with God.

The last three days of service for me included 3 carnivals, a small one for 100 kids
in the Karma house, a big one for 300 kids, and then an even bigger one for the Sudane:
refugees. We had so much fun with kids, and we felt joy serving these kids.
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It happened that one of the kids that | met, when he knew that | was not from Egypt,
he started telling me that each country has its problem, as if he was trying to tell me that
Egypt is still the best place. | saw how the Pope tries to take care of these kids and show
them love and encouragement when he came out during the small carnival.

At the end of the service week, none of us wanted to leave. | felt like this is where
| belong. | knew that this week was going to be hard, that | was not going to have enouc
sleep, that | am going to see people living in bad conditions, but it was more than wh.
| expected. At the closing ceremony, Abouna Mikhail said a verse from the Bible that go
VWXFN LQ P\ KHDG XQWLO QRZ %, VHQW MRoUra¥y R UH
others have laboured, and you have entered into their fgbourR K Q

George Matta Boules North Caroline, USA
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Dear Baba,

| would love to thank GOD for inspiring your Holiness to continue the great
mission of last year, because this year we could see the fruits of what we learned and fee
the true JOY we were taught last year, earning it with sweat and tears. Thank you Baba
for trusting us , our young kids that we can be up to this great responsibility and allowec
us to get the blessings of sharing in such a great service, we would have never seen lik
before.

To start with, the service week was like a living example for specific verses
and passages in the Holy Bible that | always never thought it exists, and a true explanatio
of the meaning of a lot of sentences | used to say in my prayers but never felt the meanir
or importance of them.

First day of service was Carnival, | was so scared of the Kids attitudes, and feared
the fact | may be not be able to communicate with them, but surprisingly | saw and fe
A HUGE AMOUNT OF LOVE | HAVE NEVER FELT IN MY SERVCE BEFORE,
with each and every hug | get, with every nice compliment | hear since the start of the da
up till the very last minute we are saying bye. Remembering that a young 11 years old ¢
asked for my phone number just to text me as soon as she can get a phone asking r
nottoforIOHW KHU DQG KRZ PXFK VKH ZLOO PLVV PH , ZD
a lot of LOVE | have never felt before!!! Not only these, | was shocked HOW HAPPY
THEY WERE WITH THE SCHOOL BAGS, we ourselves were complaining about the
guality and thoughk H NLGV ZRQ°W OLNH LW WKH\ DFWXDOO
SXUH H\HVY PDGH PH IHHO DPD]JHG DQG ILQDOO\ XQG
FKLOGUHQ FRPH WR PH DQG GR QRW IRUELG WKH|
(Luke 18:16)

SecRQG GD\ zDV 9LOODJH VHUYLFH GD\ $//$$%%$%$-
amazing it was each and every home we get into, feeling the presence of Jesus especia
the Sixth House ; Bet Samariya { Samaritan House} , that house we went after hearing
avoiceiVLGH XV VD\LQJ “A , ZDV VLFN DQG \RX YLVLWH
to visit 5 houses. Going to that house felt like a call from GOD to go into it ; everything
we planned was not applied we felt GOD was moving us saying a lot through us, giving |
the blessing to hear that amazing prayer she said that is can be said by a well-educate
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beloving Old Bishop not just a simple housewife, the miracles God made with hel
and her Family was astonishing. Mrs. Samariya and all the other Ladies and gentleme
we visited (not to forget that the first house we visited was her sister's house that is as
great as Samariya's house: truly great sample of sisters) were live version of the fruits
Rl WKH VSLULW FRXOGQ°W VHH LW LQeh Gdd\thav HU -
Is unconditional, the Joy and satisfaction with what they have which is considered nothing
the Peace of the lord feeling their hearts in the middle of a very tough life, the Patience
and Long suffering being sure God will never forget them. The Kindness and Goodnes:
they have and Gave to us was the greatest Gift we took home, each and every lady tellins
us she will keep us in her prayers with her children. The faithfulness that God exist and
will never leave them alone and is listening to their prayers. The Gentleness, a picture of
how Jesus was gentle and wants us to be gentle like him although they are suffering an
living a very hard life we can barely tolerate for 30 minutes not a lifetime, last but
not least is Self- control, they havb OO JRRG UHDVRQV WR GR ZKDW
direction but however they decided to take the narrow door and stick to GOD.
Not to forget how much they are giving thanks to God on the few they have which
Is almost nothing and feeling it is too much blessings and gifts from God to them and ho
PXFK WKH\ GRQ°W GHVHUYH LW DQG XQZRUWK\ WR JlI

Day 3 was the day our Job seemed the simplest, easiest and most fun: it was
to GIVE LOVE AND JOY TO THE DOWN SYNDROME CHILDREN: thaw°V Z KD W
we though and each of us prepared for, until the moment we arrived when we were
surprised to see the amount of love and kindness we were showered with, the hugs, th
jokes , the smiles they draw on our faces , how one of the young girls (MAROLLA) kept
pulling me to dance with her and kept laughing, making me laugh from deep inside i
never before. We expected a thing, until God opened our eyes and heart to tell us, tha
WKDW®°V KRZ KH ZzDQWV XV WR VHUYH DQ@ndgelkthat MX
accepts everyone and cares to keep a smile on each and every ones face; those kids we
WUXH -R\ $PEDVVDGRUV 4% OHVVHG DUH WKH SXUH L
5:8).
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Last day in service was the day | survived my South Sudan brothers and sisters
LW zZzDV OLNH D EUHDWK IURP +RPH ,W ZDV P\ ILUV
available in my country, | thought it was hard, tough, tempting, only specific servants ca
do it. However, this time | got the chance to be served by them, YES SERVED BY
THEM, the amount of morals | learned was unbelievable!! Being Black, living away fron
country among different people, and for sure neither shelter nor food when arrived,
feeling lost was the best reason for them to lose their faith and self-control however the
bond to God was even stronger feeling them applying Jesus’s words in their behaviours
for example; Each and every kid was served a meal to have it for launch, | was shocke
VRPH RI WKHP ZHUHQ°W HDWLQJ VR , ZDV ZRQGHULQ
to surprisingly discover that they kept them in their bags so as to SHARE this small meal
ZLWK WKHLU IDPLO\ DW KRPH WR EH WKHLU VXSSHU
love your neighboud V- \R X U V H O | 2190 D btherkoetdsions how they let they
OHW WKH \RXQJHU RQHV SOD\ EHIRUH WKHP WHOOL
although the age difference in just 5AHD UV $QG HYHQ PXFK PRU
describe.

In Conclusion, Thanks You O’Lord for revealing part of your beautiful heaven
IRU PH ZKHQ , ZDV VHUYLQJ RU WKRXJKW WR EH VHL
deserve to be a servant to them. Thank you, Baba for your teachings that helped me a Ic
always keeping in mind that my service is a talent (Wazna) that | have to invest in so the
when the Lord asks mg, ZRQ°W UHJUHW , KDYHQ°W LQYHVWHG

Mariam Melik- Khartoum, Sudan
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| came to this trip with not many expectations. | was not really sure what was going
to happen or what types of services we were doing. All | knew was that | was planning ot
smiling and loving all of those that we would serve. | have done a lot of service in my ow
church, but this week was beyond any experience of service | had done before. It was ve
well organized and a lot of preparation and time went into each day that we organized fo
the children. We would serve new kids every day. The first part of the day would be spent
getting to know them and by the end of the day the children became our friends and one
that | was not ready to say good bye too. Despite the heat and exhaustion of the day
, HISHULHQFHG WKLV KLGGHQ M wd3s QoGrirnt Qutidi iy heariv K L
for those that we served. It was evident that God was with each and every one of them.
We came to serve but they really served us and showed us the true meaning of faith
in God and joy.

The first day of my service, | was a team leader for a group of Muslim girls. | had
never served Muslim children before nor was | very good with Arabic, but we were able
to build a relationship with them. Despite their hijabs, they were very much like us
and they had so much love to give to others. | did not have to say a single word about Go
but | know that God used us to plant seeds in them. The whole day | broke my spoke
Arabic and incorrectly said their names, but they did not get upset. Rather, they tried
to help me with my Arabic and correct me if | said something wrong. We gave out tooth
brushes and toothpaste and one of the girls was grateful that she was able to her own
tooth brush for the first time in her life (she was eight years old).

The next day at the Carnival, the children were so joyful with the presence of
His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il. They all wanted to sit around him and eat. He listenec
to them as they talked and they heeded his words when he shared wisdom and love
It was like they were sitting with Christ and they received him openly and with great love.
It was a unique experience and God was truly amongst us.

When we went to the villages, we were being blessed beyond relief. The children
gave us beautiful pink roses when we walked into the church and we forgot who was
serving who. After the Sunday School service, we went to visit the homes neighbouring
the church. These people although poor, were very blessed by God. They had such
strong faith in God and in His Word. They took His commandments very seriously and
loved the church. We were learning from them as we visited. They were so hospitable
with the little they had and opened their homes with arms with arms wide open.

| am eager to return home to serve those in my community. By the grace of God,
we can continue to plant seeds in the hearts of those we serve and allow God to use u:
as His hands and feet to serve His children.

Verena Ghebranious Tennessee, USA
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To Baba Tawadros,

Firstly, I would like to thank you for this amazing opportunity. This week has been
the most incredible experience, an emotional rollercoaster, tiring yet the richest
experience of service | have ever felt. The three different service days introduced
a different dimension to my service. | always knew that there is poverty within Egypt,
but | never expected it to be to that extent, nor the diversity of the groups that needed
to be cared for.

| felt through a simple act of kindness we can alleviate some of the pain that these
groups deal with on a daily basis. Although the carnivals were a brilliant idea, | think we
should expand our reach to more practical on activities. For example, fundraising mor
money, providing resources through our professionals and increasing the frequency o
care for these groups.

| felt the experience that touched me the most were the village home visits and the
Sudanese refugee day. The village home visit was both confronting and emotiona
What stuck with me is how beautiful these people were. | had a family that borrowed
money from another family just to provide drinks for our group.

The refugee day was quite interesting and very different. Not knowing much
background to these children, | felt that they needed a lot more care than the two groups
of children we served. | felt | worked the hardest on this day and to see them laughing
and smiling was amazing to witness, even if it was just for a few hours on that day.

| honestly think | could not have completed this week if it were not for the
incredible people | served with. The energy always pushed me forward regardless of hoy
tired | was. Fantastic program for the children, but not for the servants. Perhaps
introducing a rest day in between service days to help the servants recover and better
serve.

7KLY ZHHN®°VY H[SHULHQFH KDV VKaRHEr@s,RepakikRss W R
of race or economic status. With this abundance of love in my heart | would continue this
beautiful journey. | thank God and your Grace that you have given me tools to better
serve as an individual and on the WYW of COC 2018 board.

Sylvanna Gerges Melbourne, Australia
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One ofthe fondest memories | have from the 2019 WYW came from
the opportunity to serve the homeless children. | was assigned as a team leader to b
responsible foagroupof all-MuslimchildrenWhile therewere mayinteractions
that stuckout from that day, onge particulaieft alastingimpression.

Duringlunchtime, gatheredmy team to thdininghall where they stood in line
andreceivedheir meal. Aftethey had their plates and were seatethticed that no
one hadegureating.Theywereall staring down at their plates aswiitingfor
somethingo occur.

Then, one boy came to me and said that they cannot eat without praying. | was tol
to begin praying, but he asked me to begin by counting to three. | begar
to countasrequestedand as | finished, the whole tdaeygan reciting the Islamic prayer
beforeeating. Afterpraying, one boy turned to me and said that they could not begin
eating without prayer and without everyone being present with their food. Even though
the prayer was Islamic, | was reminded of the importance of giving thanks to God befort
every meal.

, W DOVR WDXJKW PH RI WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI UH]I
each meal, but for everything | have to be thankful for. Another lesson was the
importance of communal prayer and agape. There was such power in their prayer witl
RQH YRLFH WKDW , FRXOG WUXO\ IHHO VSLULW RI E
two or three are gather togetherin MyfhPH , DP WKHUH LQ WKH PLGV
18:20).

Joseph Girgis: California, USA
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Ever since | began serving, | was always placed into services within the church an
focused on them directly; very rarely was | able to engage in other services outside of
the church. This service week showed me the presence and love of the Lord in such
different manner than | have ever experienced. | have always seen the Lord in the Hol
Communion and felt His blessings through serving the younger generations, but durin
this week | feel as though | saw Him in such a different form and felt His presence close!
than ever before. | saw His simplicity in a gentleman we visited in the villages for abou

PLOQXWHY 8SRQ RXU DUULYDO KH VDLG KH KDGQ?®°\
personal conflict with another congregant and was adamant about not ever going bacl
despiteanyW KLQJ ZH VDLG , IHOW WKH /RUG®°V *UDFH ZRL
left the visit, he had arranged to attend the liturgy the next week with one of the servants
RI WKH YLOODJH $QRWKHU “%“KRXVHY®% ZH YLVL&HG Z
we visited someone near this gentleman, they asked us to take the blessing of this ma
This man had been living on the roof of a building without any roof, chair, furniture or eve
a bathroom. He was also afflicted by countless medical problems and was desperately
need of medical attention and follow-up. Thankfully the servant of the village was able
to take all of his information in order to get him set up with all his needs at that time. At
this time, | recalled the Good Shepard who went after the lost sheep to make sure he
ZDV VDIH DQG WDNHQ FDUH RI WKLV PDQ ZDV QRW F
yet our or the blue we were directed to him through the Grace of the Holy Spirit.
Additionally, | realized that when we approach a service, we truly have nothing to offer
of our own, but only are ambassadors of the Lord. We had the blessing of visiting one @
the Houses for the Elders in which one of the elder females did not feel like going to the
gathering we had arranged for all of the residents. After pleading with her for few
minutes, she said that she cannot turn us down simply due to the gentle and kind smile
we had offered to her in the room. This brought to my mind the saying of H.H. Pope
Shenouda Il who said that if we have nothing to offer someone, we may at least offer
smile. When | go to serve, | must realize that | empty myself fully in order to allow the
Lord to work and do as He pleases with me.

This week brought so many things into reality for me, personally, and showed me
how much | take things for granted and still do not portray half of the gratitude that was
shown by those whom we served in this week.

| hope to be able to take back these eye-opening experiences back with me an
implement them in my daily life until we are gathered once again to take the blessing
this service!

In Christ, Samuel Serag - Florida, USA
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When the service week was first announced, | signed up for selfish reasons.
| signed up to use the week as an opportunity to spend time with the friends | made th
year prior. My main focus was to spend time with my friends. When | arrived at Karma
House, my focus shifted completely.

7KH ELJJHVW KLJKOLJKW RQ WKH WULS IRU PH ZD
that they were orphans that interested me. It was the fact that they were orphans of the
Muslim faith. Now, to give this some context, you have to understand that | had only eve
served Coptic Christians. When | went to Fiji, | served Coptic Christians. When | went
to BrazilanG 3DUDJXD\ , VHUYHG &RSWLF &KULVWLDQV
\RX VHUYH SHRSOH RI \RXU RZQ IDLWK 7KHUH®°V D "
*2'" DV FRPIRUW IRU WKH SHRSOH \RX VHUYH HM&X FDC(
God give\R X SHDWDBY  RGVWUHQIJWKHQ \RX © %XW ZLWK VW
, FRXOGQ°W VHUYH ZLWK P\ ZRUGV EXW UDWKHU , |
YHUVH WKDW VDLG *)RU DV WKH ERG\ ZLWKRXW WKH
GHDG®°® -DPHV , +$" WR VHUYH E\ P\ ZRUNV |, QHF
with my actions and not my words. This proved harder than | had initially thought.
But by the end of the day, | felt a bond with every child that | was blessed to serve. These
children are the image of Christ. On that day, there was no Christian and there was
no Muslim. There were only people; people who are all sons and daughters of God
people who are all created in the image and likeness of God.

I will carry this service with me back home. | will carry this spirit of zeal, love
and compassion for all people for as long as | can. Because serving these Muslim childre
helped me realize that my service should not be limited. But rather, it should expanc
to include all walks of life so that everyone can taste and see that The Lord is good.

Diana Goubrial Melbourne, Australia
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The service trip was one of the greatest blessings | have ever received in my life.
2QH PLIKW WKLQN WKDW L WeéeDing&:HkessWgUANEY aH | waR P H
WKH RQH “VHUYLQJY WKRVH ZKR VHHP WR EH LQ D
Is that | have learned from each of my experiences and felt that | was the one who wa
EHLQJ “VHUYHG %

This is a similar feeling to everyone who has partaken in service trips back at home
or throughout various parts of the world. The difference of this particular trip was that
since the service was in Egypt, | personally had the added benefit of serving my brother
and sisters. That is what made this week very special.

We served in various different services. We participated in carnivals, where
ZH SXW D VPLOH RQ WKH FKLOGUHQ®°V IDFHVY DQG OH

We visited homes in villages and felt the blessings as we sat in their homes.
'H VHUYHG FKLOGUHQ ZKR KDG 'RZQ 6\QGURPH DQG V
IRU WKH\ VKDOO VHH *RG %» $00 WKHVH ZHUH D IHZ F

Let us all remember that we are in reality not only serving those whasire le
fortunate, but that we are serving Him. All we have done was for the service of God.
| pray that he continues to give us the energy, the passion, and the love in our heart:
to always serve Him and glorify his Holy Name.

Phillip Aziz- New York, USA
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This experience for me was unique in the way it presented joy. Our church
IS so rich in the types and forms of services where we can see Christ manifest. We saw
Christ as the homeless, the hungry, the sick and in every child we encountered. This il
itself showed me how Christ is in fact near and close to each and every one of us.

As | reflect back it came to me that it is our job to look for him if we just apply
His commandments helping the poor, feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, visitir
WKH VLFN DQG SULVRQHG *RG°V ORYH ZD\VitdeadetO\ I H
in any other way. In any way we try to live the gospel of God, this is the practical way of
living it by serving and working together in unity as members of the body of Christ. We
thank his holiness and Fr. Mikhail and the fathers as well as the organizers for guiding us
and teaching us how to serve Christ and his children as he commanded us.

Peter Gad - New Jersey, USA
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Before the service week | came with a mindset that | have been exposed to all
these kinds of service before, | was excited to serve and give back with the communit
that was built last year, but had low expectations on what new things can | possibly gair

As the week started and we got involved in service with this beautiful group
of eager youth, one thing that deeply touched my heart is how much these servants kep
their eagerness to serve, and the more they saw, the more they wanted to help.

| have long lost the spirit of living and serving with a group that has nothing else
in mind but to serve others and grow an unbreakable bond of love between one anothe
just like | saw during the service week.

For the first time in my life, | can come to an agreement with myself that | perceived
*RG°V ZRUN LQ WKRVH DURXQG PH D Q& liRa Méa@db@uO O D
the first century church.

The consistent efforts of the priests, the non-stopping sequence of masses,
prayers, sermons and service, and the relentless efforts in making all this week happel
was what | truly needed on a spiritual lleve

Your fatherhood touched me on a personal level, with the kids we served,
with the servants and with everybody you got in contact with; you are down to the earth,
yet very wise. Of great patience and kindness, yet very firm.

You showed us hospitality that only true fathers grant only to their kids, or maybe
only to the favourite kid alone, yet you granted us all this position in your heart.

| am overwhelmingly happy for now | can say: the pope knows me in person, care
for me and is genuinely looking after me as his son, and it felt - just like everyone else
would agree - like | was your only son. May God bless your service, Baba, and give yo
guidance and patience for the years to come.

Yours,

Bola Marei Shehata Cairo, Egypt
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World Youth Week (WYW) in 2018 was truly an honour to be a part of. Even
though | was always strongly connected to Egypt, visiting it every year, the visit of WYW
made me discover the beauty of my home country and mother church in a way | had ne\
experienced before. | thought WYW would be a once in a lifetime experience. | could nc
KDYH EHHQ PRUH JUDWHIXO WR &K U-Invite/ud RitAnStKeN W L Q
ZHHN ZLWK KLP LQ Y%“6HUYH DQG 5HMRLFH :HH
| experienced in WYW would never be repeated, but | was wrong. The magical joy
of service trumped any other joy that | had experienced before.

The most striking feature of service week for me was the immense love
in the hearts of all those we served. Even though our relationships with them did not last
for more than a few hours, the bonds between us felt like lifelong friendships. One girl
that particularly touched me was a 5-year-old called Muhraeel. During the village
service day, she was in my hygiene lessons class. Because of the many children prese
| did not speak to her much, nor focus on her. After the class, we visited a few homes
to distribute boxes of food to poor families and share a Bible message with them.
When | came to sit down in one home, | found a girl running towards me, hugging n
and jumping on my lap. It was only then that | recognized that she was Muhraeel
She remained in my hug the entire duration of the home visit. When we left the house
and went to the church to wait for our bus, she later walked after us so she could spend
more time with me. | was truly overwhelmed. | did not do anything special to be treatec
with this immense love, Muhraeel was simply an angel. This was the great love | similar
saw in the hearts of everyone we dealt with. Their simplicity and purity did not allow
our unfamiliarity with each other to prevent the formation of close relationships.

Another child that touched me was John, an autistic boy that | served during our
learning disabilities day. He would not bear for me to leave his hand for a few seconds t
take a photo or tie my shoelaces, but wanted our arms to remain linked for the entire
duration of the day. Autistic people struggle with forming relationships and prefer to be
DORQH VR -RKQ GHPRQVWUDWHG WR PH WKDW LI &KI
is changed.
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Service week would not have been as enjoyabile if it was not so perfectly organized
We were blessed to be exposed to many different services; poor villages, South Sudar
refugee children, children with learning disabilities and the elderly. Our comfort
and safety were made a priority, ensuring that we were spoilt with delicious food and
comfortable accommodation. We were also enriched by wonderful spiritual talks by Babe
and the bishops to build us up spiritually for our service. But the person these two weeks
could not have been possible without is our wonderful, loving Pope Tawadros [l whom w
DOO VLPSO\ UHIHU WR DV “4“%DED % :H H[SHULHQFHG
year, but this year, our relationship with him was deepened. He humbly joined u
In our service, helping us prepare the food boxes and chatting with the children durin
the carnivals. Seeing him gave us the biggest energy and joy boost. He also loving
allowed any of us who wanted to speak to him an opportunity to book an appointment wit
him. My private chat with him will never be forgotten. He never once made me feel like
| was consuming his precious time. Baba made me the focus of the meeting, caring to ¢
to know me personally and hear what | had to say to him. As a Coptic church, we are
extremely blessed that our father is someone so caring, wise and loving. Thank you, Bal
for everything you do for us as youth and as a church. May Christ continue to give you
the strength and wisdom required for your great service. Thank you for all the joy you
provided to your children all over the world in the two weeks we joined you.

| cannot thank Christ enough for His rich gifts. The memories, lessons
DQG EOHVVLQJV RI :<: DQG Y“6HUYH DQG 5HMRLFH
my mind and heart. For a fact, they will forever remain the most joyful two weeks of my
life.

Youstina Nagiub Scotland, UK
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Direct messages from God

No one ever knows how and when God answers our questions, but God knows we
sometimes need his condolences so much. There was this lady we went to visi
in the village during service, after greetings she asked us to pray for her 2-year-old
daughter who had excessive water on the lungs and was being kept in a hospital.

While telling us, tears started filling her eyes looking upwards to God, we decided
to start reading the bible with her hoping that God could send her a message.
The lady said "The only thing | wish for is that my daughter becomes better" and we
started reading John (15:7).

The verse said "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, you will ask what y
desire, and it shall be done for you." | knew then that God heard her low voice and ache
heart because she looked up to him. | couldn't believe how direct the verse was. Alway
be sure that God listens to us all the time, we just need to abide and put trust in him al
the time no matter what.

George Mohsen Cairo, Egypt
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This week was filled with many experiences and lessons learned from both the
wonderful WYW group | served with and the children we served. A couple of things
| wanted to share was during our visit to the Ameria district, where we delivered a Sunday
school lesson as well conducted home visitations for members of the Churches
congregation, and our visit to the down syndrome service.

When we were handing out gifts to the kids, there was one particular boy who
wanted a different gift than the one we had initially handed to him. He asked me ove
HLIJIKW WLPHV IRU WKH RWKHU JLIW KRZHYHU , KRQF
wanting, to the point where there were tears and a pain in his eyes that showed that this
gift was worth more to him than the gift itself. It showed a struggle and a hurt that truly
broke me. As | went to gather some other materials for the craft exercise, | found the gift
he was after, but now had the task of finding him in amidst hundreds of children
| did manage to find him and honestly seeing the jubilation and smile on his face was tri
priceless. For me it showed the importance of making sure that for the people we serve
are all treated equally no matter how simple, and to make sure that we show as mucl
LOVEaswecan,asw RQ°W NQRZ WKH GLITHUHQFH WKLV FRX
the down syndrome Church, what | learned from the few hours we were there is just how
well they knew love gestures, and how easily they showed love. They also responded th
best when they were loved in return, reinforcing the importance in the service to show
love in abundance as it can truly support the people you are serving.

Simone Karras Sydney, Australia
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From the 23rd till the 30th of August | went to the service week in Egypt.
We gathered from all over the world to serve our brothers and sisters. It was very
special to see about 100 persons coming from America, Australia, Europe and Africa
to serve people in neél¥e saw each other the year before, so we knew each other.
Even though we had more time to spend together previous year, this year | felt more unit
and connection with everybody. | felt so happy! | had a lot of joy in my heart and | will te
you why.

We started preparing for the service a day before the actual program, which was
not planned. Nevertheless, we all worked together as one body in Christ. We carried
about 1250 boxes with food and each box was about 15 kilos. Even the priests wers
carrying heavy boxes to help. We were so happy and had fun, because we knew what tl
purpose was for all that hard work and that comforted us. Even though the work was
exhaustingWWe also prepared school bags for children with school stuff inside. During
the school bags preparation, | realized how spoiled we actually are. We have really
everything and should thank God for it. The most common thing as a pencil, is for som
people a real expense. This thought gave me more energy and strength to continue
working and to thank God for this opportunity to help others. God gave me this strength
DQG , VKRXOGQ°W ZDVWH LW , ZzDV KDSS\ WKDW , F
something back, it made me feel useful.

There was a day that we visited homes to see how some people are living.
So,there was a man and his daughter sitting in front of us. We talked a little and after
introducing ourselves, we read the next part of the Bible in Arabic: Johi115:7-
New International Version (NIVAzIf you remain in na@d my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for §dthis is to my Fathes glory, that you
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciphssth@ Father has loved me,
so have | loved you. Now remain in my 1@Méyou keep my commangas) will remain
LQ P\ ORYH MXVW DV , KDYH NHSW P\ )DWH&ae&toM FRP
you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be cémplete.

After reading this part, we started sharing our thoughts and feelings with the man.
W ZDVQ°W XV ZKR ZHUH VSHDNLQJ ZRUGV ZHUH FRI
IHHOLQJVY. DERXW WKH %LEOH SDUW
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While it actually was God who was speaking and choosing our words to say. We
GLGQ°W HYHQ ILQLVK RXU VHQWHQFH DQG WKH PDC
problems and drug addiction. | could really feel Gods presence here. | knew that God ha
sent us there to talk to that man. God was calling that man to come back to Him. We
even made a deal with that man to go to the church next Batds/work is great, we
prayed before we left and asked God for guidance and help.

There was another woman which we visited and a miracle happened to her. It wa:
such a blessing to see her talk about her miracle, you could really see that she has a gre.
connection with God and that He is really with beng story short: she should have
had back surgery and she was lying in bed and @&malde. But this surgery could cause
severe damages. She cotgdgot paralyzed. Sm her dream she saw someone put two
swords crossed on her back. Next day she woke up all healthy, like nothing ever
happened. | suppose it was saint Philopater Mercurius who healed her.

There was also another day that we went to a playful day for people with Down
syndrome. There were a lot of games and we had to lead a group of kids. These kids wel
so pure of heart. | connected with two girls very good. When they hug you, you can really
feel the love.7KH\ FDQ°W IDNH LW WKH\ DUH FRPSOHWHO\
they got happy and smiling, it made me even happier.

It gives me so much joy to see others happy. When you give love, you will ge
happier. Give more and receive even more. When you get an opportunity to serve
VRPHRQH WDNH LW 'RQ°W KHVLWDWH 7UXVW PH 2
had, it will make you so happy. Take your calling and give, and God will give you more be
You will always have a smile on your face that no one can take from you. The pure jcC
from the real love of God.

Bishoy Sorial- Amsterdam, Netherlands
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Yo, KDYH HYHU\WKLQJ EXW , FDQQRW ILQG SHDFH?¥%
Yoo ZLVK , FDQ EH MXVW DV KDSS\ DV KLP%

Trying to pursue a successful lifestyle/career is challenging particularly when
RQH°VY JRDOV DQG GHVLUHYV JURZ ELJJHU DQG ELJJH
should not be ambitious! However, falling into a chaotic and vicious life cycle is easily dor
Life almost becomes robotic and tasks become mundane. You can be surrounded by far
and friends but still feel empty on the inside. | for one can attest to this.

Last year, | participated in a World Youth Conference as part of my Coptic
Orthodox Church. Two hundred youth from all over the world joined together in Egypt
foraone-ZHHN HYHQW WKHPHG “%“%DFN WR WKH 5RRWV%
Europe. We spent these 7 days in awe, showered with constant love and care from His
Holiness3RSH 7DZDGURV WKH VHFRQG :K\ PH DQG ZK\ \
the answer to that! We built strong bonds with one another and created a beautiful loving
family. His Holiness knows us by name!!

This year we decided to undertake a new and alternative journey together. We
decided to return to Egypt for service. Team leaders were chosen and everyone was
divided into 3 groups. Each individual was given a task to prepare and responsibility.

In Ireland, | serve Sunday school children ages 4 to 6 but have never taken part
in service involving more than 30 children. After all, our church congregation is no more
than 50 families!! Did | mention | am from Irelé®ald wasfisure what to expect before
this service trip. Serving orphanages, Sudanese refugee children, down syndrome
children, homeless children, elderly in nursing homes were all in the plan. Our ultimate
goal was to spread the love and joy gained from the previous year throughout this
VHUYLFH ZH ZHUH “%ZMR\ DPEDVVDGRUV %

Matthew 18:2- “4+H FDOOHG D OLWWOH FKLOG WR KLP
$QG KH VDLG %%7UXO\ , WHOO \RX XQOHVV \RX FKDC
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this
FKLOG LV WKH JUHDWHVW LQ WKH NLQJGRP RI KHDY
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To see the less fortunate happy and thankful when food and home necessities are
scarce is eye opening. We organized carnival days for more than 1000 children. | learnec
WKDW SD\LQJ SDUWLFXODU DWWHQWLRQ WR HDFK L
of the day was the most valuable. The most-simple gestures were needed; hugs
and kisses, bringing the kids to the toilet when needed or finding them water in the mids
of the heat of the day. We brought out their creative side with arts and crafts and went
crazy on the bouncy castles (to be honest, | think | had more fun than them!). But wha
affected me the most was the Sudanese refugee kids day. To think that these childrer
IOHG IURP WKHLU KRPH EHFDXVH RI ZDU RU SK\VLFD!
have any form of identification but a United Nations number. Yet, their hearts are
overflowing with joy. One girl hugged each and every one of us servants as we welcome
WKHP WR WKHLU FDUQLYDO , WKRXJKW %, VKRXOG E
RI ZHOFRPH %% $V ZH ZHUH ZUDSSLQJ XS WKH GD\ DIW
an extra box of food home with her. Food which we take for granted is a luxurydbr othe

| did not serve but in fact, | was served. | was served by the children as they taugh
me many lessons. Joy is not equivalent to happiness. The vicious and chaotic life cyc
that | mentioned earlier is a result of selfish desires. We sometimes think that if we feel
happy, we will be content. Happiness is short term, for example, a new car bring:
happiness but this feeling eventually fades. However, joy is eternal contentment.
Joy is being at peace no matter the circumstance or surroundings. It is gained througl
service.

At the start, we were 100 individuals who made the decision to serve. But by the
HQG ZH DPDOJDPDWHG LQWR “RQH IOHVKY DQG ZH
God.l have gained a new family ..my WYW family. A family built on love and Joy
$OWKRXJIJK ZzH PD\ EH IDU DSDUW EXW WKHUH®°V D VW
\HDUQ WR PHHW DJDLQ , GRQ°W UHDOO\ KDYH DQ H
onlyrealy VSHQW WZR ZHHNV WRJHWKH U -d&dhemorlygdas\and vV L |
years. | guess you can sSay RVG°V ORYH

Thank you Pope Tawadros for this opportunity ...Thank you ya baba

Sandra Guindy Dublin, Ireland
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Last year, | considered myself so lucky when | was part of the first youth
conference of the Coptic Orthodox Church in 2018. It was a great experience for me
EHFDXVH , ZzDV DIUDLG WKDW P\ JUHDW H[SHFWDW
the conference exceeded my expectations by far, | felt joy and happiness last year becau
| really met nice people and very friendly. But this year was totally different,
,°YH H[SHULHQFHG WUXH MR\ DQG , REVHUYHG WKH >

Honestly, lw& VXUSULVHG E\ WKH SHRSOH ZKR OLYH F
Y5“wKRZ GLG WKHVH SHRSOH FRPH WR EH OLNH WKLYV
DFWLYLWLHY FRPSDUHG WR ZKDW ZH KDYH LQ (J\SW
He did notleav&K LPVHOI ZLWKRXW ZLWQHVVY® $FWV

Honestly, | was so superficial, unintelligent and unexperienced. | came closel
and got the chance to talk more with a lot of people this year and also, | have observe:
everyone at service; how they play with kids and how they drew smile on the face
of unchristian homeless kids who have nobody to love or to accept them. How they try
to make the life of elders have a glimpse of hope and joy.

(YHU\RQH ZDV UHDOO\ XQLTXH ZLWK KLV KHU FKL
E\ KLV RZzQ zD\ DOORZLQJ *RG°V JUDFH WR ZRUN WK
me a lot, he taught me that he keeps working through any situation and any person onl
if they give Him the space to work.

In the Sudanese carnival, one kid asked me for a bottle of water so | gave him the
RQH WKDW , KDG KH VDLG %%1R , ZDQW D IX0OO RC
+H ORRNHG WKHUH DQG ORRNHG EDFN DW PHtthé DLG
smile that was on his face and ran away to get water. It was the warmest hug | have
received in a long, long time; God hugged me.

In this camp, | understood and experienced what it means to be one in Christ
150 people from all around the world with different experiences and different ideas were
all united in the body of Christ, everyone was doing his small role with a great love.
H DOO VvVDZ WKLY ORYH RQ WKH NLGV® IDFHV LW ZD\

God, | know that you have a plan for this small group. | need to stop asking
and | begin receiving answers from you but | guess you dream of strong church. A churc
full of youth, full of true Christian joy, enthusiasm and spirituality, a church that includes
everybody, loves everybody, encourages evetyib@ G IHHGYVY HYHU\ERG\ Z

DQG JUDFH VR WKDW ZH FDQ VKDUH LW WR RWKHUYV
that has a lot of blessings from God to receive if it truly believes, a church that has
dreams of a bigger heaven where everywddd¢y HUH LV HQMR\LQJ *RG°V C
| guess that is similar to what Baba said@ itthHe has the same dream and same vision

asyouuH FDQ°W WKDQN \RX HQRXJK /RUG EXW ZH°OO W

Rafik Edward- Cairo, Egypt
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The world youth week gave me an opportunity to meet in the name Christ for
service, a year after our original introduction to each other. As most conference there
LYV D WKHPH 2XU WKHPH IRU WKLV \HDUV? VHU®
, 20 0 Vivéimiahinvg that Jesy®y in restoring to us our union with God, is about our
joy in serving others. The one thing | think | would like focus on is that spiritual joy,
true spiritual joy, is a very different thing than happiness.

Spiritual joy is deeper, is not completely of ourselves, and is the sort of communior
of our spirit with His. Whereas happiness is an emotion, much worldlier. We met the
poor, the elderly and the sick. In turn, we met Christ every day. We sat in harmony with
Christ. He was bruised, His skin had been torn, He was physically and emotionally
exhausted - but He was True, and we met Him, and for that, we were so lucky.

So, when we speak of spiritual joy in service, we must remember that real service
LVQ°W DOZD\V RU HYHQ RIWHQ Ddaverky\ouEsElNe® fbr D S S\
brothers and sisters as Christ lowered Himself for us, both literally in the washing of the
feet, and as a metaphor for His incarnation and death, does not always bring us happine:
but if we have the right spirit when we do it, it always brings us joy. Joy can be had i
suffering. And service is often about suffering. My service in California is centered about
WKH \RXWK O\ KHDUW EHORQJV WR FKLOGUHQ , FI
EXW WKH\ DUH *RG°VY EHVW JLIW WR XV

So, the day | got to spend with homeless children, village children and refugee
FKLOGUHQ ZHUH DPD]JLQJ 7KH\ OLJKW XS \RXU IDFH
HYHU KHDUG P\ $UDELF \RX ZRXOG NQRZ WKg§f ,°P k
as a beginner level Arabic speaker but love is the universal language, not confined t
words or symbols. There was a little boy | met while serving the homeless children, he
ZRUH D UHG VKLUW DQG ULSSHG GHQLP Bdarip§yyNowK LV ¢
| also am partially hard of hearing, so when | learned Yousef was, | felt like we had a spec
bond, and | loved him, just like that. For the rest of the day we played and laughec
,°00 UHPHPEHU KLP IRUHYHU antt/rémihiber that i offel F H
up our service or any kind of suffering to Him, then it is joy. We are closest to Him when
we suffer and serve as He did, and that is joy. Reflecting on the service with fellow WYW
VHUYDQWY |, OHDUQH GnbWw R But WatdHed tiiék H praéds&eQ Wt
| heard and/ or saw, and attempted to imitate them. | will forever be grateful for
the experiences that bring me closer to the one who loves us most.

Youstina Sadek California, USA
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One moment was all it took for me to be reintroduced to Christ. Seeing true joy
in the midst of chaos has left an everlasting mark on my heart. | no longer saw the villag
as a place that had nothing. It became the place that gained everything. This experienc
showed me everything | lacked.

, GLGQ°W UHDOL]H DOO WKH SULYLOHJHV , ZDV J
in Abd El Ader. Waste-filled homes containing just one room, some without roofs, and
some without any furniture at all left me utterly speechless.

| saw a little boy who was a year and a half years old with only one outfit that was
way too small on him. As we prayed, the little boy walked outside. When we finishec
prayer and were leaving, | saw the little boy sitting in a dirty bucket in the one outfit
he owned, which | soon learned was his dirty bath water. As | began to have pity on hir
| saw his sweet smile and all the joy he had to just sit and be there.

, VDW LQ WKH FDU DQG WKRXJKW WR ?PMaWwPO| Y
+H KDV QRWKLQJ 1RWKLQJ ¥» , FRXOGQ°W FRPSUHKH
everything. In that moment of reflection, | realized that my definition of what constituted
Y2"HYHU\WKLQJY% ZDV IODZHG 0\ %H¥Widddixé¥ &nd @atialsD V |
that had absolutely no value to Christ. As | worried about air condition and what my next
meal was going to be, these particular people were worried about their spiritual life
and were finding joy in all things; never missin@tRPHQW WR VD\ %7KDQN

What began as sadness for the people living in these villages, quickly turned
to an admiration and joy for the people who had gained everything that | lacked. It change
my life forever.

Sandra Benyamin Taxes, USA
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By the grace of God, H.H Pope Tawadros Il and H.E. Anba Gabriel | was lucky
to attend the 1st World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church in 2018 as
a representative of the Austrian youth. It was one of the best weeks in my life and in man
ways unforgettable. H.H. Pope Tawadros Il made sure we felt at home. His generosity,
kindness and practiced fatherhood made us feel like he was truly our Baba. He offerec
us a spiritual, religious and cultural program that allowed us to experience a different
taste of Egypt as well as an exchange amongst youth from all over the world.

One year later we reunited again for a week in Egypt, this time with a different
goal however. 'Serve & rejoice' was our motto and the spirit of this service trip was
to serve and give back. So, we did. We served with our hearts and full of joy. ¥speciall
after last year's experience, where we were being served, we wanted to return the
favour. And it was more than a favour we had experienced in 2018. It was love that
we felt and that made us very quickly become familiar with each other. From strangers
to family. We became one family. One body in Christ!

And as one body in Christ we served together. Most of us inexperienced, never
being in a service trip before. We started our service trip week not knowing what
to expect, but we quickly found out that God with us all the time. We felt his presence
in our preparations. His guidance was our success factor. In times of trouble like a lacl
of time he would bless our service and we would reach our goal. When we felt like we
lacked manpower we felt his hand reaching out to us and helping us himself. We met hi
in the people we served. From old ladies to young children. We could see him in thei
eyes and feel them in their hearts.

We visited villages in poor regions, spent time with children and families. Talked
with elders, played with orphans and had cotton candy, bouncy castles & water game
at a Carnival with Sudanese refugees. Charity is wonderful. We thought we were giving
when the truth is, we were receiving. It was a huge blessing to serve and it truly made u
"rejoice”. Throughout the service week we were granted inner peace and joy.

When returning to our home countries we brought back immaterial souvenirs such
as the wonderful memories, infectious joy and new learnings. Watching the organizers
and their efforts, seeing new ideas and looking at different concepts was very beneficia
to us. The commitment, efforts and whole heartedly dedication of the servants, whether
from places we visited in Egypt or from our own group, made me look up to themn
and thought me new aspects of service.

| am grateful for everything, God bless H.H. Pope Tawadros Il and our service.
"Rejoice in the Lord always: and again, | say, Rejoice." Philippians 4:4

Demiana Ghobrial Vienna, Austria
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Service Week- 6HUYH DQG 5HMR42P¥® A ZLWK /RYH

:KLOH 3RSH 7DZDGURYV ,, LV RQH RI WKH 0LGGO
as the leader of the largest church in the Middle East, not many people can say that they
NQRZ *%DED®° $V \RXWK ZH°YH EHHQ VR IRUWXQDWH
LQ RXU ORWKHUODQG (J\SW :H°YH EHHQ VR EOHVVEH
to see and feel in real life .... a warm smile, a figure of hope and the greatest ambassad
of Love.

How can we describe Service Week? It was the continuation of The First World
Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church. It truly changed our life and make it difficult
to leave, which resulted in over 100 youth who were zealous to go back to our home
countries, tell everyone about the amazing time we shred and think about how and whe
we would be able to go back to Egypt. This is where Service Week all started. Young,
vibrant youth who met Christ as we met Bab ZKR°VY ORYH KDV QR OLI
opened his arms to us all, blessed us and encouraged us to plan another trip, this time
serve. It was a real blessing to serve our Motherland. We were under the impression
that we would serve, the reality is that we were served.

The week was well planned out to allow the balance of service, retreat
and preparation. On our first day, we were welcomed by Baba who gave us the tools we
needed to serve. It was summarised in Love. We were able to present Christ, being
an image of love, to orphans, homeless children, refugees, disabled people, elderly peo
DQG PDQ\ RWKHU IRUPV RI GLVDGYDQWDJHG SHRSOH
and give a little back to what Egypt has given us - our rich faith and our heritage. There
were many times of happiness throughout this blessed trip, but many difficult and hart
times, both physically and emotionally. With every person we met, we found Christ.
It was a strange concept, finding people who lacked so much, yet so full. Refugees wr
lost their homes, yet the Church became their mother, illiterate people who could not
read or write, but the Word of God they memorised and even elderly people who did not
remember what they had for breakfast but could not stop reciting praise on their lips.

We ask God to preserve the life of His Holiness who always supports the youth
ZLWK LQLWLDWLYHYV VXFK DV 6HUYLFH :HHN ,W°V EI
same way they came but were touched by the simplicity of Egypt. A special thank yo
to the amazing WYW family who make every moment together feel special. None of this
trip however would be possible without the amazing work of the servants involved,
whether from within the WYW family or servants of the services we were blessed to
be a part of. Every day was special, its own unique memories which we will both cheris
for life.

Paul& Monica

Paul Iskander Sydney, Australia& Monica Habib Paris, France
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| am thanking God from the bottom of my heart that | am a part of this amazing
WYW family. I also thankful for giving me this opportunity to serve and to be able to see
God through this hole journey. Your holiness, this idea of making us gather together wa
D JHQLXV LGHD WKDW ZLOO IUXLW ZLWK *RG°V EOH\

As | arrived to El Karma early, | was able to see everyone working hard and really
putting all efforts to prepare everything as it should be. Although we are from different
cultures and countries, we were all happy, full of energy, waiting for the next assignmen
or job to do. We worked as one in Christ. It was the first time | see everyone involved,
HYHU\RQH LV ZRUNLQJ KDUG ZLWKRXW FRPSIMW®LQLC
enough or not. We saw God uniting us although we are different. | thought that was it,
we already prepared enough, and God worked with us not knowing that it was just
D EHIJLQQLQJA 7KH EHJLQQLQJ RI PDQ\ EOHVVLQJV W

Serving the homeless was a new experience to the most of us, not only becaust
the kids were unchristian, but | personally never came in touch with homeless people
As soon as we arrived to the place, | began smiling and hugging them, talking to the gir|
jumping and playing with excitement. | loved that | got the opportunity to teach them hov
to brush their teeth and seeing the importance of being a dentist. As we were giving then
VFKRROEDJV , VDZ VRPHWKLQJ LQFUHGLEOH $ NLG
a plastic bag instead, but when tasony saw that, she went to find him a new one bringir
it to him. | was surprised that he refused taking it, he thought that she took it from
DOQRWKHU RQH DQG KH WROG KHU WKDW KH GLGQ°W
she took it from. This child, changed me, He is a poor kid, but he still thinks of the others
before himself. Tasony made sure that the kid took his pencil case assuring him that i
ZDVQ°W IURP DQRWKHU NLGV EXW WKDWenbilLcaseG L G G
my own heart, with tears by just looking at him. He simply took away with him apart of
my heart.

7KH YLOODJHYV GD\ ZzDV LQGHVFULEDEOH , XVHG
visited or saw them in real life. | am wordless and very happy that | was part of that. |
OHDUQHG WR VD\ ZHOKDPGXOODY 7KHUH VKH ZDV
with furniture as we used to see houses but she lived basically on the floor who was
thanking God for everything and not asking us for help in form of money or other things.
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She was just happy with what she had and thought of her children instead.
| was surprised with how the talk about God, they told us stories about them just talking
to God and that He answer them quickly (the next day). And yes, | learned that those whi
have nothing are those who have everything and that I, compared to them, am the on
who basically have nothing and need their prayers.

Both carnivals, the big and the small one, were indescribable as they were full off
joy, WH FRXOG VHH *RG°V KDQG ZRUNLQJ ZLWK WKH VP
hours of preparation we made, turning them into a special and joyful days for those kids
God was putting spiritual fruits in our hearts by simply seeing a kid smiles and jumj
or when they came hugging us. We were so tired but suddenly full charged and ready t
jump and spread happiness again.

Your Holiness, please allow us to learn more from this people, allow us to serve
PRUH LQ KLV QDPH DOWKR XJ K yoti foGtRIQopportGritywadd st H W
many more to come. Allow us to serve more, there is more to learn and more to discove
in ourselves. We came to serve but we ended up being served. In my case | came to p
God back, but | ended up being fulfilled, joyful and happy. | ended up finding and touct
D QHZ SDUW RI *RG $JDLQ WKDQN \RX %DED LVQ°W

Your sincerely,

Maibel Nagi- Stockholm, Sweden
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After two back to back summers, 2018 and 2019, it was very hard to put an end
to a beautifully created WYW family. A family that was tightly bonded with one another,
with their father Baba Tawadros, with the mother Church of Egypt, and with their
brothers and sisters through the Body of Christ, in the land of Egypt. His Holiness came
up with a great idea to keep this bond going. He split the youth into regional groups
and had them vote for a male and a female youth representative to create a WYW 2018
Board. Quickly and efficiently eh
voting was completed and a WYW
2018 Board, consisting of 12 youth
members plus a priest, was
announced. This board has been
regularly meeting to coordinate and
plan future reunions and more serve
& rejoice weeks of service as a
continuation of a great initiative that
started in 2018.

Summer 2020LOGOS is expected to receive a whole new groi@)0 Coptic
youth from all over the world, to enjoy a new ride through the land of Egypt and the
Mother Church, with the presence of His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il for the Second
World Youth Week of the Coptic Orthodox Church.
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