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Introduction

The Coptic Orthodox Church 1s considered one of the authentic compo-
nents of the Egyptian society, as it 1s the oldest public entity and nstitu-
tion i Egypt’s history.

Since its establishment in the first century, our Church hived patriotically
and faithtully; serving the nation, defending 1t and sharing 1n all its events

and numerous developments.

Since God willed for me to be handed the responsibility of leading the
Church in November 2012, I was keen for the Church to be present in
all the country’s activities; whether national, social, religious or military.
Likewise m all public celebrations, through hosting foreign, Arab and
Egyptian officials in the Papal Residence, or us visiting the world’s coun-
tries to celebrate numerous occasions; whether spiritual, educational,

conferences or different meetings.

A great collection of speeches and words spoken at these events was
therefore formed. The ofhicial website for the Coptic Orthodox Church
desired to gather a selection of these so they can be available as a book
and reference m your hands, my beloved reader. This transfers to you
the Church’s voice, thoughts, participation and reactions to the life events

of the nation and Church.

Tawadros 11







The Visit to the Egyptian Embassy
December 2013

Switzerland

Your Excellency, the Ambassador of Egypt in Switzerland,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude and my thanks to Your Excellency for
your warm welcome and your kind hospitality to me and the members of the Coptic
Orthodox Church Delegation. I'm really proud of you as a very honorable representa-
tive of our beloved Country, Egypt, abroad, and in all International Assemblies.

It may be worth noting that on June 30th, 2013, the Egyptian people, in full aware-
ness and as a brave vanguard in the Region, accomplished a popular Revolution with
the support of both the Armed Forces and the Police, to achieve the much-longed-for
freedom.

This year has been a crossroads in the history of Egypt, our beloved Country, and the
spirit of love and brotherhood among Egyptians has eminently prevailed. Christians
and Muslims, the Armed Forces, and the Police, all have settled their differences and
promoted affinities for the sake of the spirit of one unified People.

Thus, you have a very distinguished, delicate, and important mission here in Switzer-
land and all over Europe. You have to convey the real political situation in Egypt, in its
true colours, and emphasize the fact that what occurred was actually a Popular Revolu-
tion and not amilitary coup, as some European media have, more often than not, er-
roneously reported.

Now, despite the hard, critical period Egypt is currently experiencing, we all smell the
essence of freedom, freedom regained thanks to the strong willingness of the Egyptian
people. And this is not all; we are on our way to attaining real democracy after a long
period of chaos, injustice, and oppression.

Let me tell you that I share with you the dream of a New Egypt, full of prosperity,
democracy and justice; a new Egypt with one unified people, Muslims and Christians;
a great leading Country in the whole Middle Eastern Area and all Africa, as it was in
the past.

Hoping that I can soon be honored by your visit to our New Egypt, I beg our Lord
to help and support you in your Diplomatic Mission in Switzerland, keeping up the
name of our beloved Egypt in the international arena.l take the opportunity to wish
all of you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 2014, full of success, progress,
happiness, and peace everywhere.

With all my appreciation and my sincerest regards.
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The Visit to the President of Austria
December 2013

Vienna -Austria

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a kind gesture of hospitality President Fischer has welcomed us here, enabling me to
greet you all. May I take this opportunity to thank you Mr. President for this gracious
welcome, and for your courteous greeting which I warmly reciprocate.

Also, I would like to thank you Mr. President for all the care provided to our Coptic
Orthodox Church in Austria. Our meeting today truly reflects the good relations which
exist between your country and the Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt. For this, I am
most pleased.

Although, this is my first visit to Austria as Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, however, I know
the country well from many earlier visits. Each time I visit Austria and walk aside to the
Danube River it reminds me of the Nile River in Egypt, and I feel at home.I would like
to say it is always truly a joy for me to be here.

On this occasion, I hope you accept my invitation to visit Egypt and explore the Egyp-
tian history and the history of the Coptic Orthodox Church, and that I can welcome
you at St. Mark Cathedral in Cairo.

The Coptic Church is based on the teachings of Saint Mark who brought Christianity
to Egypt during the first century. The Coptic Church was the subject of many prophe-
cies in the Old Testament. Isaiah the prophet, in Chapter 19, Verse 19 says “In that day
there will be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the
LORD at its border.”

Egypt was the refuge that the Holy Family sought in its flight from Judea: “When he
arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and
was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son” [Mathew 2:12-23].
Monasticism started in the last years of the third century and flourished in the fourth
century. Saint Anthony, the world’s first Christian monk was a Copt from Upper Egypt.
Saint Pachom, who established the rules of monasticism, was a Copt. And, Saint Paul,
the world’s first anchorite is also a Copt. By the end of the fourth century, there were
hundreds of monasteries, and thousands of cells and caves scattered throughout the
Egyptian hills. I hope you may all get the opportunity to visit our holy land Egypt and

visit our Monasteries and churches.

Mr. President, I thank you for the courtesy you have shown to me and I assure you of
my prayers for the Government of Austria and all its citizens. I pray that Almight God
will confirm this nation and its people in the ways of justice, prosperity and peace.

May God bless you all.

Thank you.

2013
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Letter of Fraternal Love Between the Coptic

Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church
May 10th, 2014

o

Cairo - Egypt

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one God Amen Ekhrestos
Anesty - Alithos Anesty Christ Has Risen, Truly He Has Risen “Be kind to one another
with a brother’s love, putting others before yourselves in honour” (Romans 12:10)
May the peace of the Lord be with Your Holiness!

First of all, we wish to give Your Holiness the respectful greetings of our entire country,
the Coptic Orthodox Church, and the Egyptian people.

We are following closely and with joy your work, your activities, your extraordinary
pastoral visits, as well as your spiritual sermons and inspiring predications, so fully
blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ. We are delighted that the name of Jesus Christ is
being glorified by Your Holiness.

We, the Pope of Alexandria and the Patriarch of the See of St. Mark, are writing to you
today for the second time after our visit to the Vatican City last May, when we wished
for an ever-increasing reinforcement of the unity of our two Churches, to reaffirm
our hope to celebrate May 10th every year as “the day of brotherly love” between the
Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church.

The choice of the date lies in its marking, not only the first historic visit by the late Pope
Shenouda III, Pope and Patriarch of the Coptic Church, to the Vatican and Pope Paul
VI in 1973 but also my own visit there last May.

In this regard, we would like to emphasize how profoundly our souls were affected
by such an excellent occasion. Your sublime courtesy and warm hospitality, and your
convinced commitment to supporting and strengthening the bridges of love and
friendship between the Catholic and the Coptic Orthodox Church, gladdened and
honoured us most intensely.

We would like to thank the Ambassador of the Vatican in Egypt, His Eminence
Jean-Paul Gobel for his most valuable cooperation in the preparation of our historical
visit and the other fruitful meetings that have followed, in a constant atmosphere of
friendliness and love.

In the hope that the much-longed-for unity of our two Churches could be true
before long, we wish that the day will soon come when we can celebrate the Christian

festivities together, setting aside historical differences with full respect for

2014

theological diversities. Our open-minded and warm-hearted endeavour to unify
Christian festivities will generate a mighty example of the concrete unity of the
members of our Churches in the body of our only Lord, Jesus Christ, and our only
Church, in the East and West.

In the Orient, we are a minority in terms of numbers and live in small communi-
ties and scattered groups. It is, therefore, highly important for us to have a unified
Christian voice that could morally support and strengthen us and also resonate as a
powerful testimony of our only Lord.

This is the reason why we would invite the competent Committees of both the Catholic
and the Coptic Orthodox Church to endeavour for the possible unification of some
festivities, to finally ensure that all Christians might celebrate them together. One of
these festivities, for instance, might be Easter, which happily fell on the same day this
year, much to the joy of all Christianity, Eastern and western.

Last June, after our visit to the Vatican City, we went on a pastoral visit to Austria,

where we were honoured to meet the Cardinal of Vienna.




Then we visited three European countries last December: Austria, Switzerland, and

Germany, where we met the Cardinal of Berlin.

As Your Holiness knows, more than a year has passed since my enthronement on the
See of St. Mark in November 2012. These months have marked a turning point in the
history of our beloved Country, Egypt. Great was the distress that Egyptians in gen-
eral terms and Christians in, particular, went sorrowfully through over this period of
time. Sadly, the Copts paid the heaviest toll in terms of churches and properties being
vandalized and looted.

More than one hundred churches and social annexes, and over one thousand houses,
shops, stores, and businesses were set alight, destroyed, or vandalized across Egypt.
Yet, we did not give importance to the damage and loss suffered, and we patiently
endured every hardship, including the death of innocent brothers, for the sake of our
beloved Country and the freedom of its people. We were even more than willing to give
all our wealth as a divine offer, as incense soaring up to God.

Our Christianity, in fact, is a “living Gospel” resonating with the words of God our
Lord, who says: “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you might have peace.
In the world you shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33).

Being the official representative of the prestigious Institution of the Coptic National
Orthodox Church, along with the representative of Al-Azhar, other governmental
Institutions, political parties, the Egyptian civil society, and the private sector, we had
the privilege to contribute to the wording of the July 3rd, 2013 Egyptian Constitutional
Declaration, which put an end to a dark year of oppression and fascism and started a
new era according to a road map. Many points contained therein have been already
implemented, such as the new Egyptian Constitution, a milestone on our path to real
democracy, written with the coordinated contribution of our Church, the Catholic
Church, and the Evangelic Church.

We deeply hope that our Lord God Jesus Christ, who opened up this path, will soon
complete it, following the verse by Apostle Paul: “And when the ship got into the grip
of it and was not able to make headway into the wind, we gave way, and went before it.”

(Acts 27:15)

However, despite the tragic events that occurred over this obscure year, the Coptic
Orthodox Church participated in the World Week for Prayer and celebrated the
Anniversary of the foundation of the Council of Churches in Egypt.

The Egyptian Church also took part in the Day of Prayer for Egyptian Women, held on
March 7th.
Moreover, four monasteries in Egypt, two for nuns and two for monks, were positively

established, as well as a monastery for monks in South Africa.

Finally, it may be worth noting that in June 2013 the Holy Synod of the Coptic
Orthodox Church recognized the holiness of Pope Cyril VI (1902-1971) and
Archdeacon Habib Girgis (1876-1951). In this respect, on behalf of the Coptic
Orthodox Church, the Holy Synod, and all the Copts of Egypt worldwide, we would like
to take the opportunity to congratulate Your Holiness and the whole Catholic Church
for the canonization of St. John XXIII (1881-1963) and St. John Paul IT (1920-2005) on
April 27th.

In the framework of our work to strengthen the bridges of friendship and brotherly love

between all Churches, we were honoured to receive:

- the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches OLAV;
- the Archbishop of Canterbury;

- the Chairman of the Evangelical Church in Egypt;

- the Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Egypt.

It will also be a great honour for us next November to participate in the Golden Jubilee
of the “Pro-Oriente Foundation” in Vienna, by whose Representatives we were officially
invited during our meeting last year.

We can therefore assure Your Holiness that God’s merciful hand is always with us,
despite the difficulty, narrowness, and complexity of the circumstances.

We would like to take the opportunity to commend the Embassy of Italy in Cairo
for providing one scholarship in favour of archaeologists from the Coptic Orthodox
Church within the Training Program for the Promotion and Conservation of Cultural
Heritage funded by CNR of Rome, along with two more scholarships for Italian courses
at the Italian Cultural Institute in Cairo, aimed to help students willing to continue
their studies in Italian universities and centres for scientific research.

We warmly wish that a scholarship programme could be soon agreed upon between the
Coptic Orthodox Church and the Vatican as well, possibly focused on disciples related

to the ecclesiastical field, such as art, history, and cultural heritage.
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In fact, we really wish that there will be more prospects for fruitful cooperation
between our Churches in the future, to promote and spread Christian peace worldwide,
realize our much-longed-for unity and guide believers on the right way to reach the
port of salvation.

We congratulate Your Holiness on Your first anniversary after the Papal election on
the 31st of March 2013 and pray that our God and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grant Your
Holiness full success and assistance in your holy pastoral mission, and wish to see you
soon on a visit to our beloved Country, Egypt, the Country of the immortal Nile, of
monasticism and Saints.

We take the opportunity to thank Your Holiness for supporting the Copts of our Coptic
Orthodox Church living in Italy.

We also send our warmest greetings and appreciation to the Vatican Council of
Cardinals, with our best wishes for their pastoral mission.

We would love to conclude with a verse from the Holy Bible, which is our guidance in
our daily life: “Give one another a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ send their love
to you.” (Romans 16:16).

Celebrating the Golden Jubilee of

the "Pro-Oriente" Foundation

November 2014

Vienna - Austria

2014

Your Holiness Popes, and Grace Archbishops, Bishops, Brothers & Sisters in Christ;
I give thanks to the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for allowing me to be here with you
today. I also give thanks to the Lord that relations between churches have deepened in the
last years, We pray that God may bless our meetings and guide us to fruitful discussions

until we all unite in faith and we manage to solve all conflicts between churches.

Egypt has been the world leader in science and spirituality, and the Coptic Church
has been a strong defender of the Christian faith. Christianity entered Egypt during
the reign of the Roman emperor Nero in the first century through St. Mark one of the
seventy apostles and the four Evangelists. St. Mark brought to Egypt the foundations and
values of Christianity, and thus the belonging of Egypt to Christianity is an authentic

belonging since the apostolic era and goes along with the history of Christianity.

The Copts have survived as a strong religious entity that has contributed to the Christian

world and kept the faith. The Coptic Church presented to the world the Nicene Creed,




which is recited in all churches throughout the world; St. Athanasius, Pope of Alexandria,
authored this. The Coptic Church from start played a central role in Christian theology
and in protecting Christianity from different heresies. The Church produced thousands
of texts and biblical and theological studies that are considered important resources.
Today libraries, museums and universities throughout the world possess hundreds and
thousands of Coptic manuscripts. Coptshaveamissionaryand preachingroleinspreading
Christianity outside Egypt, in Libya and Pentapolis, India, the Arab countries, western
Europe (France, Belgium, Switzerland, England and Ireland), Nubia, Sudan and Ethiopia.
The Coptic Church is considered the Mother Church in the African Continent, and
today the Coptic Churches are spread everywhere in Africa, Asia, the Middle East,
Europe, Canada, Australia and the United States. With Bishops and priests serving

all over the world, in addition to the many Coptic Monasteries throughout the world.

The theological School of Alexandria is the first theological university in the world;
it played a leading role in organizing the first systematic theological studies and
became the most important institution of religious learning in Christianity. The scope
of this school was not limited to theological subjects, but also focused on teaching
philosophy, languages, poetry, mathematics, medicine, chemistry, astronomy, nature,
geography, history, and music. Many prominent bishops from many different countries
were instructed at this school. Monasticism was born in Egypt, St. Anthony the world’s
first Christian monk was a Copt and was titled «The father of all monks» worldwide.
Also, St. Pachom who established the rules of monasticism was a Copt, and St. Paul
the world’s first anchorite is also a Copt. They have all directly or indirectly been a
reference to all monks throughout the world. The Copts introduced the Coptic
language and Coptic letters from the ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic letters. The Coptic
language remained the language of the land until the Arabic language appeared. The
Copts introduced the Calendar of the Martyrs, named after those who died during the
reign of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. This calendar is still in use all over Egypt by

farmers to keep track of the agricultural seasons and in the Coptic Church Lectionary.

Also, the first to introduce a calendar to calculate the feasts and fasting dates was
Pope Demetrius I, Pope of Alexandria XII. This was approved by the Council of

Nicaea and was followed by all churches worldwide until the sixteenth century.

Above all, Egypt is proud of hosting Jesus Christ and the Holy Family after a short period

from his birth, they have remained in Egypt for about three years and eleven months.

The Coptic Church has played an important role in the ecumenical movement. It is
one of the founders of the World Council of Churches. It has remained a member of
that council since 1948. The Coptic Church is a member of the All African Council of
Churches (AACC) and the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC). The Church plays
animportantrolein the Christian movement by conducting dialogues aiming at resolving
the theological differences with the other Churches. I pray that the amazing results of
the ecumenical dialogue already existing encourage us to proceed towards uniting and

that God who brought us together may bless us and guide us to fruitful discussions.

Coptic Churches pray daily for the reunion of all Christian churches. Through our
meeting today, I would like to express my deep desire and hope to unify the dates of Easter.
Thopewegivemoreattentionandtimeandthat Churchesaroundtheworldshouldcooperate
in an international effort to put an end to the conflict over the date of the most important
celebration in the Christian calendar, Easter. We need to work hard on unifying this date,

to ensure all Christians worldwide celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on the same date.

I renew my good wishes to you for peace and every good; I assure you of my prayer for

you, and I am counting on yours as well! Thank you!




14

Lecture at Queen’s University
November 2014

Canada

Good afternoon distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
It gives me great pleasure to be with you here today. Your warm welcome and generous
hospitality have deeply touched my heart.
My happiness this afternoon is doubled; on one hand, I am particularly happy to have
the chance to speak, for the first time, to the Canadian people about the Coptic Church,
or as I will call it tonight, during my presentation, our Holy Mother Church. On the
other hand, I am very pleased to be received in an institution as prestigious as Queen’s
University.
Before I begin, I would like to express my admiration for your institution’s motto:
«Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times.»
I would also like to reflect briefly on the colors of your flag: Red, Blue, and Gold - to
me, red symbolizes love and sacrifice; blue symbolizes all that is pure and celestial, and
gold is the color of magnificence and glory.
My address to you this evening will be based on four main discussion points:
I. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COPTIC CHURCH, BIBLICAL AND

HISTORICAL REFERENCES

II. CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE COPTIC CHURCH TO HUMANITY

III. THE COPTIC CHURCH TODAY

IV. SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COPTIC CHURCH

I. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE COPTIC CHURCH, BIBLICAL AND HISTORICAL
REFERENCES:
I will focus here on what is particularly special about the Coptic Church, my Holy
Mother Church - what makes it one, holy, universal, and apostolic.

1. Prophesy of Isaiah 19:19
Egypt was mentioned numerous times in the Holy Bible. It was blessed, in unison with
her Church, in the Book of Isaiah Chapter 19 verse 19:
«In that day shall there be an Altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a
pillar at the border thereof to the Lord.»
In my analysis, the word “altar” refers to the Christian faith that came to Egypt, our

beloved country; the word “pillar” refers to the Apostle that spread out the faith...

I also wish to bring forward a verse, from the Book of Isaiah that I always remember:

«Whom the Lord of Hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt, my people.»

2. Flight to Egypt

Egypt’s biggest blessing was the flight into Egypt. According to Matthew’s Gospel, when
the magi came to find Jesus, they went to Herod the Great and asked him where they
could find the «Newborn, King of the Jews.» As Herod was the king of the Jews, and
because he didn’t see the difference between the terrestrial kingdom and the Celestial
Kingdom of Heaven, he became enraged because he felt that his throne was threatened,
and thus, he commanded the Massacre of the Innocents, in the hope of killing the
«Newborn King of the Jews.» So, an angel appeared to Joseph and warned him to take
Jesus and his mother to Egypt.

So let us highlight that our Holy Mother Church has its roots since our Savior Jesus
Christ found a safe refuge in Egypt. The Holy Family blessed Egypt in cruciform as they
made their trip from east to west and from north to south (according to our church
tradition).

I would like to remind you that the Flight into Egypt has inspired many artists to create

many fine art masterpieces.

3. St. Mark the Evangelist Founder & 1st Patriarch of our Holy Mother Church
The prophecy of Isaiah came true when St. Mark the great pillar and Apostle, came to
Alexandria, preached, and founded its church that brought Christianity to Egypt and
all of Africa. I am privileged and honored that many aspects of our Coptic liturgy can
be traced back to St. Mark himself.

St. Mark wrote the shortest and most concentrated Gospel, where he used an abstract
style. He is symbolized by the Lion, and he has many titles, among which are «The Evan-
gelist, the Martyr, the Apostle, and the Witness.»

Personally, and as a successor of St. Mark the Evangelist, I can confirm that celebrating
Liturgy over the altar containing his relics in San Marco Cathedral in Venice was one of
the most blessed and glorious moments of my life.

I have just briefly highlighted the special aspects that have contributed to making our
Church One, Holy, Universal, and Apostolic - indeed a lighthouse of Christianity in
Africa and the East.
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II. CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE COPTIC CHURCH TO HUMANITY:

I will now move on to the second part of my presentation, namely, the phenomenal
contribution of our Holy Mother Church to Humanity.

First: Contribution to Theology and Theologians:
Ecumenical history will never forget the great contributions of our church in the field
of Theological studies. This kind of study was established officially and in a scientific
way in the School of Alexandria.
The school according to St. Jerome and many other references was initiated by St. Mark
the Evangelist.
It was considered to be the first and the most famous Theological school in Christian
history. This school grew in fame under the leadership of a long list of great scholars
like Pantaenus, Clement of Alexandria, Didymus the Blind, and Origen that produced
6000 works according to Epiphanius.
From another perspective, the Church of Alexandria provided great Fathers to the
Christian world, who protected the orthodox faith in the purest apostolic form, like
Athanasius contra Mundum that defeated the Heresy of Arius, and Kyrillos the Great
who defeated the Heresy of Nestorius.
The church of Alexandria and its fathers had a major role in Orthodox Didacticism;

that’s why its head held the title of the «ecumenical master.»

Second: Contribution to Martyrdom and Martyrs:
Tertullian the early Christian author wrote: «If the martyrs of the whole world were put
on one arm of the balance, and the martyrs of Egypt on the other, the balance would
tilt in favor of the Egyptians.»
Martyrdom never stopped in our history, our Coptic calendar starts from the reign of
the tyrant emperor Diocletian, 284 Anno Domini, and we call ours «Anno Martyrii
(Martyrs’ calendar)». Many martyrs bless our church up to this day, faithfully giving up
their life for the church.
These martyrs are people, like you and me, who belonged to every category in society.
The list has many great names that are well-known everywhere. You would remember of
them Saint Menas, Saint Catherine of Egypt, Saint Abanob, Saint Demiana, and many
others.
What is worthy of noting here is that martyrdom strengthens our faith, our Love for

Christ the Lord, and our relation with our Church.

Third: Contribution to Monasticism & Coenobitism:
Every monk in the world owes his monastic life to our Coptic church that offered

Monasticism to the world. From our land came those holy men that we may call today
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Desert Fathers: St. Anthony the Great, father of the monks, the first monk of all times
that established this system when he started this path at the age of twenty, till he be-
came a master with many disciples. He left the desert twice: in 316 AD to encourage the
faithful not to fear persecution, and in 332 AD to support Athanasius, the Great, Pope
of Alexandria, against the heresy of Arius. From Egypt came also St. Macarius the Great
who established monastic life in the Egyptian western desert. And finally, St. Pachomius
the Great who was an Egyptian Pagan then he became a monk and established monastic
life in the southern valley of the Nile, and many monasteries with Thousands of Monks.
Our Desert has always provided holy men. Up to this day, monasteries and monks are

everything in Egypt.

III. THE COPTIC CHURCH TODAY:
Moving on to the third part, this presentation will now take us to the current scene of
our Holy Mother the Church Today.
For centuries, our Holy Mother the Church has been considered one of the main pil-
lars of Egyptian society. Accordingly, it has various roles, its primary role and main
responsibility has been and will always be: the Spiritual life of the faithful.
I will now elaborate on the primary and other main roles of our Holy Mother the
Church.
The Primary Role is the Spiritual One
Our churches are never empty. They are always full of masses, liturgical services, Bible
study meetings, and prayer meetings.
Thousands of Christians visit monasteries weekly, all over Egypt. Additionally, our
youth, families, and elders spend spiritual retreats in our monasteries.
This continual and maintained practice is a clear form of God’s grace for our Holy
Mother the Church in Egypt.
This spirituality is ongoing every day, and here are some facts to provide a clearer
picture. In Egypt, we have:

« More than three thousand churches

 About four thousand priests

o Our holy synod consists of one hundred and eighteen bishops

o Over one hundred and twenty thousand Deacons

« Fifty-one monasteries

» Two thousand monks and brothers

« Two thousand nuns and sisters

In addition to the Spiritual aspect that our Holy Mother Church dedicates herself to,
as its foremost and primary responsibility, she is also devoted to her other national,

international, and ecumenical responsibilities.

First Role: National

The Coptic Church is nationally active. One of its main roles is to happily and
sustainably serve her beloved country, Egypt, and Egyptian society with its different
communities. It is the partner of the renowned Al-Azhar institution, in supporting
society and its continual development.

At this point, it is my pleasure to mention my great relationship with Al-Azhar, which
presides with us over «Beit Al-Aila» Organization. Beit el Aila means «the family
house», and you may assume why we chose to name it so?! Because it expresses our will
to come together, as one, with Egyptian society as we have always been- especially at
times, like those of the good days, when Egypt did not suffer any kind of friction and
we were all one big family.

Moreover, the Church has many institutions that serve society, especially people in
need, both Christians and Muslims alike. We have schools, hospitals, training centers,
and language centers, we run awareness campaigns; we also help families in need and

students financially, regardless of what religion they are part of.

The Church has also played a vital role in preserving Coptic Heritage which presents an
important phase of our national history.
Coptic History, which has often been ignored in history books and academic studies,
Coptic Music, and the Coptic language.
On that path we have established over the years:

« A Coptic cultural center in Cairo

« An institute of Coptic Studies in Cairo

« Extensive cooperation with the Egyptian National Coptic Museum

I am currently planning for building a Papal cultural compound in Wady Al-Natroun,
near Anba Bishoy Monastery. This project is under my personal supervision.

So far, I have repeatedly highlighted that Our Mother Church has always been an
inseparable part of society, and her beliefs dictate that she should always be a provider

of services to our society with all its different communities.
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Second Role: International
Due to the increase in the numbers of emigrating Coptic families, since the sixties,
the need to establish our Holy Mother Church arose worldwide. Over these decades,
twenty-eight Bishoprics and Dioceses have been established abroad, under the
patronage of the Holy Mother Church.
We also have abroad:

o Over four hundred priests and monks in different parts of the world: Africa,
Asia, Australia, Europe, and North and South America.

e More than three hundred churches

« Ten monasteries

» One hospital in Kenya specialized in AIDS treatment

« Seven theological schools and institutions

« Many Cultural Centers, including the one in the Netherlands and another one

in the United Kingdom.

The Third Role is: an Ecumenical Role
As has been mentioned earlier, the Pope of Alexandria received the Title «<Ecumenical
Master» in ancient times, which extends his Spiritual responsibility of being in
Christ’s charity with other Churches in and outside Egypt, linking Churches, aiming at
Christian unity, in its purest form: uniting in diversity.
After my enthronement in November 2012, my first trip was to Rome where I met with
His Holiness Francis, Pope of Rome, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the visit of my
great predecessor Pope Shenouda the third to Pope Paul the sixth in 1973.
Since my enthronement, I visited Italy, Lebanon, the United Arab of Emirates,
Germany, Austria, Norway, Finland, the Netherlands, and Switzerland, and in the next
few days, I will be visiting Russia.
The Coptic Church is a member of the «All Africa Council of Churches», the «<Middle
East Council of Churches», the «World Council of Churches» as well as the «Canadian
Council of Churches».
Last but not least, I am very proud to have established the «Egypt Council of Churches»
in March 2013.
I hope to continue working toward global love, peace, and understanding.
IV. SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COPTIC CHURCH
This presentation would not be complete without touching on the Coptic spiritual prac-

tices; the fourth and last part of my presentation today.

o el

Out of many terms, expressions, & codes that are used in our liturgical prayer and our
individual prayers, there are three main terms that we use constantly over & over again,
these three terms are used in every prayer...

o Kyrie-Eleison (Lord Have Mercy)

« Halleluiah (Praise the Lord)

« Amen (So be it)
These three terms contain the main components of our relationship with Christ
the Lord, these three terms might present an abstract for the spirituality of our Holy
Mother the Church, and the nature of her Christian life.
It is very remarkable that during «Tassbehat Nisf el Leyl», the «Midnight Praise»,
between every two «Hoss» (Praise) the most senior Clergyman stands saying: Amen,
Halleluiah, Kyrie Eleison, so the faithful answer: Kyrie-Eleison, Kyrie-Eleison. So
here we have a phrase of five terms: «Amen, Halleluiah, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie-Eleison,
Kyrie-Eleison». As if the Church wants to represent the spiritual life as a Pyramid of
five steps; its base is the first Kyrie-Eleison (the repentant and pure heart), the second

step of the spiritual life’s pyramid is: the second Kyrie Eleison (the merciful heart), the




third step is: the third Kyrie Eleison (the sensitive heart), the fourth step is: Halleluiah
(Life of Joy), and the top of the Pyramid is: Amen (Honesty),
As a stepped pyramid, every step is particularly important, since it acts as a plank for

the other.

First Term: Kyrie-Eleison (Lord Have Mercy)

Originally a Greek term that is composed of two elements Kyrie = Lord, & Eleison =
Have Mercy, it is one of the oldest known Christian responses that is widely known and
used in the eastern & western ecclesiastical rites. In the Coptic Church, it is repeated
forty-one times in the hourly prayers that refer to the Passion of Christ (thirty-nine
whips, one crown of thorns, and one side-piercing by a lance). Some other times we say it
once, three times, ten times, one hundred times, or four hundred times on Good Friday.
The first aim of using Kyrie-Eleison is reminding the faithful that we always need
repentance to purify our hearts, and here we remember the Gospel of Matthew, chapter
five, verse eight «Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.»

The second aim is getting the blessing of having a merciful heart, as mentioned in
Matthew, chapter five, verse seven: «Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy.»

The third aim is a sensitive heart; that feels the pain of others, thinks of needy families
and children, a heart that prays for the Iraqi people and those who are persecuted,
a heart that is never harmed by the advancements of technology, a heart that is an
instrument of God’s hand that achieves mercy and real charity; as mentioned in Acts,

chapter twenty, verse thirty-five, «It is more blessed to give than to receive.»

Second Term: Halleluiah (Praise the Lord)

Originally, a Hebrew term that is composed of two elements Hallal = Praise, and Yah
= The Lord. This word appears repeatedly in the Old Testament in the Book of Psalms,
the Book of Tobit that is a part of the Orthodox Biblical Canon, and once in the Book
of Revelation (in chapter nineteen).

It is considered one of the oldest ecclesiastical hymns; it is basically used in the hourly
prayers (Agbeya), during feasts, and on ecclesiastical occasions. It is chanted in a
multitude of tones, extended and shortened modes. This term is associated with our
Church and her joy.

Halleluiah, which is the life of joy, is a consequence of the three aims of Kyrie Eleison,

(repentance, mercy, and charity) or in other words the three previous steps.

Joy is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit (as mentioned in St. Paul’s letter to Galatians in
chapter five, verse twenty-two). It is also a sign of spiritual health, because Christianity
is the joy in, with, and by Christ.

Hence the New Testament considers the life of prayer, the life of thanksgiving, and the
life of joy on the same level of importance and priority. The Gospel asks us to live in
Prayer, in Thanksgiving, and in Joy, all the time.

It is well known also that the word «Evangel» (Gospel) means «good news» or «happy

news», happiness with Christ’s Salvation.

Third Term: Amen (Faithfulness)
Originally a Hebrew term that is used in the same way in all languages, and means
«faithfully», «respond positively» or «so be it.» It is the last word of the Christian Credo.
That one is on the top of the spiritual life’s pyramid.
What is phenomenal about this term is that the word «Amen» in Arabic could also be
«honest» (homonym actually with the Amen that means «faithfully».) Moreover, in the
book of revelation, chapter two, verse ten, God says: «be faithful unto death, and I will
give you a crown of life.» (So, in Arabic, we could think of it also as «be honest unto
death»).
So, if you honestly repent...
If you honestly are merciful...
If you honestly love....
You will honestly rejoice, and you will receive the crown of life... as being honest and
faithful is your only way to the kingdom of heaven.
Coming to the end of my talk, I would like to mention that a fuller more comprehen-
sive account of Our Holy Mother Church would take a lifetime to present, and may not
fully suffice in presenting all its aspects and details. In my presentation today, I have
highlighted only four of the main axes of our Holy Mother Church.
I would like to heartily thank you for your presence, and attention, and would like to

cordially invite you to visit our Holy Mother Church and our beloved country, Egypt.

May God bless all of you.
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Celebrating the 100th Year of Remembrance

of the Armenian Genocide
April 2015

Armenia

Ladies & Gentlemen,
I’'m happy to be here with you today, celebrating with the Armenian people the 100th

year of remembrance of the Armenian Genocide.

Our Christian faith calls for sacrifice, and Christians have within themselves seeds of
Martyrdom. Jesus himself told his disciples “No one takes my life, but I lay it down of
My own accord” (John 10:18). Jesus is therefore considered to be the first Martyr in the
history of Christianity, and until today in many parts of the world, Christians are being
killed for their faith.

Today in memory of the Martyrs of the Armenian genocide, may we also remember all
the Christian Martyrs throughout the ages, and may their memory always live among
us. Also, in memory of the Christian martyrs may we always remember to pray for our
brothers and sisters in the Middle East or anywhere throughout the world who are cur-
rently suffering and whose lives are in danger, may our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen their faith. Should we live in this world today, we should always remember

and teach our children and youth the bible verse “ Who shall separate us from the love

2015

of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? As it is written: For your sake, we face death all day long; we are considered as
sheep to be slaughtered. No, in all these things we more than victors through him who

loved us” (Romans 8:35-37)

May the martyrs’ memory always live amongst us, may their legacy remain vivid in our
personal and communal lives, and may we be protected with their prayers. May the
blessings of the Father, the love of the Son, and the grace of the Holy Spirit be with us

all Amen!
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Letter of Fraternal Love between the Coptic

Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church
May 10th, 2015

Cairo

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God Amen

«Christ Has Risen, Truly He Has Risen»

«Be kind to one another with a brother’s love, putting others before yourselves in

honour» (Romans 12 :10)

My brother in Christ, His Holiness Pope Francis

On the occasion of the Second Anniversary of «The day of brotherly love» between the
Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church, May 10th. We wish this message
finds You in good health and full of Divine Grace.

First of all, we would like to give Your Holiness the respectful greetings of our entire

country, the Coptic Orthodox Church, and the Egyptian people.

We would also like, on behalf of the Holy Synod, myself, and on behalf of the
martyrs’ families, 20 martyrs of Egypt and the Church, decapitated in Libyan territory last
February, to extend to Your Holiness our deepest thanks for Your kind telephone call for
presenting Your sincere condolences and feelings of participation with us in our sorrows.
All this confirms the strengthened bonds of brotherly love between us and the unity in
the body of our only Lord Jesus.

We are confident that God «Pantocrator» will not let our efforts against the dangerous
phenomenon of terrorism go with the wind «in vain» because we trust in the wise and
strong leadership of the country by H.E. President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi who is doing his
best to uphold and establish the principles of citizenship.

In this sense, and as a great testimony of strengthening these principles, it is sufficient
to recall the visit of the President to the See of the Patriarchate of the Coptic Orthodox
Church in Abbasseya, on the night of our Christmas on the 6th of January. It was an

unexpected and pleasant visit of great impact. In addition to the meeting of H.E.

President Al Sisi with Heads and Representatives of the Christian communities in

Egypt.

It is true that since our last mutual messages in May 2014, a lot of events have taken
place in Egypt and many prominent and important activities have been organized at both

levels: the national and the ecclesial-pastoral.




Among the ecclesial activities of the Church held in Egypt we mention for example:
-The opening ceremony of the oldest Christian Coptic church in the world, famous for

the Hanging Church, in the framework of the revival of the Holy Family Path.

-The celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the Arab translation of the Holy Bible.

-The visit of H.H. Patriarch of Ethiopia Rev. Father Mathias.

-The organization of the periodic meeting of the Patriarchs of the Syrian Orthodox

Church and the Armenian Orthodox Church with the Coptic Church.

-The participation of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the World Week for Prayer.

-The celebration of the II Anniversary of the foundation of the Council of Churches in
Egypt.

In the framework of strengthening the bonds of love, brotherhood, and friendship
between the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church, our Church partici-
pated in several meetings and ceremonies of which we could mention:

-The Golden Jubilee of the «Pro-Oriente Foundation» in Vienna, last November.

-The participation of the Coptic Orthodox Church in the meeting of the International
Ecumenical Committee for Dialogue held on the premises of the Vatican Office for the

Unity of Churches in Rome.

-Our numerous meetings with the Patriarch of the Catholic Church in Egypt, Ibrahim
Isak.
Among our pastoral activities abroad, we remember with great pleasure the following

visits:

-The pastoral visit to the United Arab Emirates

-The pastoral visit to Canada, through which we were honoured by the fruitful inter-

views with the representatives of the Catholic Church.

-The pastoral visit to Russia during which we were honoured by the meeting with His

Holiness Patriarch of Moscow and all of Russia, Kirill.

We pray that the Lord Jesus grants us the strength and power to lead His work and His
ministry with fidelity and honesty> till the end.

Finally, we would like to thank the Catholic Church for supporting the Copts living in
several countries of the world and we pray that our God and Savior, Jesus Chri st, will
grant Your Holiness and the Vatican Council of Cardinals full success and assistance in
your holy pastoral mission.

We raise the fervid prayers to our God and Savoir that promote and spread Christian
peace and love worldwide.

We would love to conclude our second message of brotherly love with a verse from
the Holy Bible, which is our guide of daily life: «Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The
brethren who are with me greet you.» (Philippians 4:21).

iy
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Christianity and Peacemaking
September 2015

Uppsala Cathedral - Sweden

The Most Reverend Archbishop Antje Jackelen, Bishops, Priests, Brothers & Sisters in
Christ; I give thanks to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for allowing us to gather today
in His name, and for allowing the two churches to meet, may the Lord bless our
meetings, and strengthen our ties.

Each Christian today has an important role in his/her society. From the early ages
until today peace has always been the core of Christianity. And there is no doubt in this
since the birth of Christ the angels rejoiced singing “Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14) this in addition to the many other
verses in the bible calling for Peace:

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives”.
(John 14:27) “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7) For the kingdom of
God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
(Rom 14:17) Further in Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness”

Jesus Christ has taught us to be peacemakers when
he asked us “not to resist an evil person. But who-
ever slaps you on your right cheek; turn the other
to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take
away your tunic, let him have your cloak also”
(Matthew 5:39-40).

A genuine Christian, as Jesus has taught us,
should “love your enemies, bless those who curse
you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you,

that you may be sons of your Father in heaven”

(Matthew 5:44-45) And of course, not forget-
ting the statement of Jesus in the Sermon on the

Mount “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God”. (Matt 5:9)

Accordingly, peace is essential in Christianity,
and although this is difficult to follow in today’s troubled world, still all Christians are
required to be peacemakers.
Peace comes in three forms:

1-Personal peace with God and the inner peace that follows from this divine
relationship

2-Personal peace with our family, neighbors, colleagues, and everyone we deal
with in our daily life

3-Personal peace with our enemies in times of trouble and war
Let’s always remember that Jesus Christ has blessed the peacemakers, and we have to
strive in every possible way to achieve this virtue. I pray that all Christians become
agents of peace and peacemakers in the world.
I pray for your church and extend my prayers to the Sweden Government and its
People. May you be blessed in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen.

Thank You.
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“And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,
that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him and
find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, for “In him, we live and move

and have our being” Acts 17: 26-28.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in humanity;,

These verses from the book of Acts, honoring the diversity and showing how God
accepts us all and loves all as we are, crossed our mind once we received the kind
invitation for the great gathering. We are particularly grateful for that opportunity
to meet this rich gathering, containing many religious groups, we believe that this

diversity is one of the strongest privileges of the Swedish society.

Diversity has always been a strength, richness, and beauty. Allow me to share our
Egyptian experience; Historically speaking, we are in fact all Copts - whether we be
Christian or Muslim - and indeed, for most Egyptians, or for those who know Egypt
well this explicit definition is not necessary. Hopefully, the tolerance that we have all
experienced in Egypt over history will be fully sustained.

Even if we knew hard moments, harmony remains always the base of our diversity.
Harmony is the fruit of real dialogue, a dialogue that is based on understanding,
acceptance of diversity, and mutual respect.

In second place after Harmony, we need to remember always that we all share the will of
spreading Wisdom, Justice, mercy, and above all Love, Love is the best word to describe
God in any religion.

The world of today is thirsty for these principles more than any other time so let us
show more of the blessings of coexistence, let’s practice what we preach, let’s meet more
and produce a lot together that is the only way to fight violence and hatred, it is the only
way to bring humanity back to Love ... to bring it back to God.

Once more we thank you for this wonderful opportunity to meet with you all and for

your warm welcome that inspired us a lot.

Thank you and God Bless you all.
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Sweden

Your Eminence, Your Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives us great pleasure to be here with you today. Your warm welcome and generous
hospitality have deeply touched my heart.

Our happiness is doubled tonight; on one hand, we hold special emotions and reverence
for the Swedish Kingdom, this land that is well known for its respect for values,
protection for civil liberties, equality, and human development.

On the other hand, we are particularly happy to talk to you in this prestigious institution,
as we have great esteem for Lund University, and we are aware of its rank among the top
100 in the world.

We also admire the inspiring colours of your institution and the biblical significance
they carry, which cannot escape one’s notice.

Blue: reminds one of heaven, water, and Sapphires symbolizing all that is pure and
celestial.

Bronze: brings to mind the two great pillars of the Solomon Temple (that were made
of bronze) (1Kings 7:14 - 22), symbolizing strength and reverence. It is this admiration

and great esteem that we hold for this institution, country, and the great scholars we see

amongst us today, that prompted us to think a lot before choosing the topic for today’s
talk.

Truth is: we made our choice while reflecting on your Motto: Ad Utrumque OR Prepared
for both,

As I recall these two are the Book and the Sword, two very different things; but if you
are prepared for both then you have a choice, and if you have a choice then you are free.
Today with God’s grace our address to you will be about Freedom or if I may call it Real
Freedom and Destiny ...

Freedom preoccupied the old Greek and Roman philosophers, but it gained new
significance which made it one of the main philosophical contemporary issues. It could
even be considered the Key to every philosophical issue.

No dream, is as beautiful, dazzling, or tempting as the dream of Freedom is; no
word in the human language makes the heartbeats rise as the word “Freedom” does;
No concept in mankind’s history brought struggles and turmoil as the concept of
“Freedom” did; No muse was able to inspire poets, philosophers, writers, and politicians
with ideas that could match the treasure of thoughts that Freedom provoked.

It is no wonder then that one of the greatest artworks of modern history is the Statue
of Liberty.

I used to liken freedom to a river that has two banks; one bank is the divine laws, and
the other bank is the social laws, so without one of these two it would be a shallow
swamp.

Freedom is the main feature that distinguishes man from other creatures: his need for
freedom is just like his need for water and air.

It is the original and primitive feature for human beings, and they are never satisfied
with it and always desire more.

That is why whenever we discuss freedom we are in a dilemma as we know that “Freedom”
is Man’s struggle; with nature; with society; with the Past and with the Future.

But is freedom a reality or is it just a myth .. an imagination ...

In the 19" century, the well-known sociologist Emil Durkheim after studying the
numerous factors that influence Man since his childhood found that liberty is a myth,
and that “Humans are just a toy of the social effects”.

Later in the 20" century came Freud to the same conclusion, confirming that Man
has no liberty but his liberty is governed according to internal elements which are his
innate tendencies; libido; subconscious; childhood memories, which are according to

Freud his real dynamo.

2015




2015

And many other sociologists and psychologists went with the same idea and

maintained that: “We are just a part of a structure that adapts us upon its system”
. apparently, modern sciences stripped humanity of its pride and main privilege

Well, we have to admit that these theories are not completely mistaken ; A man did not

choose his sex .. being male or female!

his colour; being black or white ...

his physical conditions; being strong, weak, tiny, or muscly.

he does not choose neither his country nor his family

A man does not also choose his time .. why was I born in the 20" century not the 17"

or the 22",

From another perspective, there are also social imperatives; principles of society,

traditions, and habits of family and region that are imposed on us.

As it seems we are just products of genetics, and social effects ... a toy of destiny.

But if this is everything then freedom does not exist. It is drowned in this endless list

of imperatives.

As consequence, there would be no responsibility, no creativity, no guilt no repentance

... simply no humanity!!

We are just puppets in the hand of destiny.

The fact is that freedom is to accept one’s self as it is and as it is not, which will

further enable one’s growth and will allow one to go beyond his/her own boundaries.

We need to know our limits, and accept them (a real acceptance not an acceptance

of surrender) just to build on these limits with the harmony which would lead us to

overcome those limits into bigger horizons;

Allow me to give a very Egyptian example; a pyramid has one solid base. This foundation

will always be the same but the pyramid can always rise further into the sky as the

angles differ.

Real freedom is not blaming circumstances and cursing conditions, not being sorry

about the past or the present, and thinking of what could have been or what should

have been

Real freedom is building upon whatever we have, whatever existed. it is inventing and

creating using the available means ...

A Free man is free because, through, with, and by not “Although”.

Jean Bies -the contemporary philosopher- has an inspiring quote ... “Because it is

difficult it is wonderful; because it is impossible it is possible ... there is no faith but

the unbelievable”

Many inventions are just modernizations of old primitive tools.

The best example clarifying this is verse 9 from chapter 12 in the 2nd letter of St.

Paul to the Corinthians: “ for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. ”

We can even find other great figures that built their Genius on their obstacles or their
so-called disabilities ...

Ludwig van Beethoven whom we personally consider the greatest musician of all time
became completely deaf for the last 25 years or so of his life, however, during those
years he composed some of his greatest symphonies and concertos ...

Hellen Keller the renowned American author, political activist, and lecturer was Blind
and Deaf.

one more example from Egypt is Taha Hussein that was one of the most influential
writers and intellectuals of modern Egypt, he was totally blind, but that did not
prevent him from writing some of the best novels of all time in Arabic literature.
History offers many other examples of great figures who did not let their obstacles
limit their souls and lives. However, they turned these obstacles into starting points
for great achievements.

On an educational level; if you facilitate everything for your kids, if you give them an

easy life then you are just preventing them from growth and maturity, keeping them in
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an eternal childhood; slaves to their lust and desires.

But if you are persistent always looking for more, and giving them the opportunity to
face challenges then you are opening their horizons of growth, maturity, and creativity.
I tell you ... if you want to set yourself free; centralize your life with a great principle,
an enormous plan, or a wonderful project

Freedom in its practical concept is a relative issue that varies from one place to another,
from a time to another, and from one society to another, it might appear in a false way,
sometimes people see their prison as their freedom

So that was an overview of real Freedom, but there are Specific features for real
freedom ...

Real Freedom is a magnificent grace that God bestowed on us; it is God’s way to
honour Man It is one of the main privileges that distinguish him from other creatures.
Saint Paul even went to the extent of associating God with freedom in his second
letter to the Corinthians where he says: “And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom”2 Cor 3:17

That is why the church is always training the faithful on freedom! But how does that fit
with the long Orthodox list of fasting and prayers?!

Yes, Fasting and prayer are the main part of the ecclesiastical path toward freedom
BECAUSE IT TEACHES YOU TO BE FREE!' Free from sins, free from laziness,
free from lusts, free from every earthly desire BUT the real freedom is Jesus Christ
I remember when I became a monk a very good friend of mine came for a visit to
the monastery ... and said; “my friend why did you do that, why did you lose your
freedom?! And I answered: “My friend I just got it all”.

Saint Augustine said once “I sat on the top of the world when I felt I desire nothing and
fear nothing.”, I believe that this quote influenced Nikos Kazantzakis the Greek poet
who said “I hope for nothing. I fear nothing. I am free.” Which is indeed the status of
monks ... they are free from every earthly thing.

We believe that freedom is the base of monastic life, In fact, there is no virtue without
choice, and there is no virtue without freedom ... if I do not commit a sin because I
fear God’s punishment, then I am just a coward, not a saint or a virtuous man; but I
have to avoid sins just because I love God and I hate sins and I absolutely, do not want
to commit them.

On the other hand, if I do charity work because I desire God’s reward then I am just a
merchant, not a saint or a virtuous man, I have to do charity work out of love for God

and desire for charity.

So, if freedom is that great grace, we shall love it and enjoy every single moment of it.
I want to stop a little with our perspective towards Freedom; we see freedom as weight,
adversity, and affliction.

Usually, we think that it is easy to be free so we keep claiming, calling for more freedom,
but once we find ourselves faced with it alone, we immediately start withdrawing from
what we claimed we wanted that because we suddenly figure out that we are in charge,
in other words, we figure out that freedom is a responsibility because without freedom
we are just followers, there is someone else who decides on our behalf.

The daily rhythm of life exempts us from making real decisions and thus from
responsibility. It is in this zone where there is no freedom, no choices, no decisions,
and no responsibility, that we find our comfort. Everything just goes on with the
traditions and the habits. It is from that point that we gladly start throwing our
freedom away to anyone who will just dictate what we shall do and what we shall not.
Christ came to give Man his freedom back. he came to bring the law to its origin: “Love”,
Christ came to give us the holy spirit that teaches everything and leads us everywhere.

And maybe it is hard for humanity that was used from its beginning to be led by
masters, emperors, kings, or tyrants ... just like troops, that always finds its peace and
comfort in leaving the choice mission for someone else to handle.

This dilemma appears in many aspects of our daily life; in the economic field: we became
prisoners for the multinational companies and international brands that extend their
network to the world, displaying different goods, using the invasion of marketing, to
convince us that we cannot sustain without these superficial materials and that they are
our keys to happiness ... slowly we fall into the trap that makes us lose our freedom, and
hence, we became slaves for this market ...

In the social field everyone -especially teenagers- try to follow the main intellectual
stream by adopting a certain haircut or a clothing style, just to imitate others and to
gain a good impression ... we adopt ideas, and lifestyles because we are slaves of the
“what they are going to say about me ?!”

The fear of being free, or being one’s self which makes one lose their identity and melt
in a global crowd, is just a betrayal of individuality, a betrayal of God’s gifts to us, to
our characters; our personas ... on a wider scale this very case killed many national
identities which is a terrible aspect of the globalization.

Another aspect of Real Freedom is that; it is a choice; a hard one, I remember the quote
of the Great Nelson Mandela “There is no easy walk to freedom anywhere, and many of

us will have to pass through the valley of the shadow of death again and again before




we reach the mountaintop of our desires” for my real freedom I might say “yes” when
everyone expects a “no” or I might say “no” when everyone expects a “yes”, for real
freedom I might pay my entire life as a price ... like the twenty-one martyrs of Libya
who paid their lives for their religious freedom ...

Recalling an example from the old history of our Coptic church; Saint Athanasius, the
great figure of Christianity of the 4th century whom I am proud to be his successor,
who said NO and stood against the world, defending the Orthodox Teachings. That is
the reason why he is called in the Latin references Athanasius Contra Mundum.
Recalling also a modern historical example; that You shall all be proud of; Annah Lindh
said no when everyone else said Yes.

But these people were really free from everything so they were absolutely able to say
NO ...

Real Freedom is everyone’s right but it does not extend to hurting others or violating
their own freedom, or abusing their feelings, their race, their religion, or their culture.
No one is allowed under any circumstances to violate others’ rights, because: “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” ... these rights as we
mentioned earlier, are heavenly perfect gifts, so no one is allowed to violate them.

Real freedom is indivisible just like any other principle you can neither take one part of
it only nor many parts, as this is just a way to spoil and corrupt it.

If I am free of every evil but one then I am not free...

If I am free of every lust but one then I am not free...

I would be a slave for this evil or this lust.

It is because real freedom is indivisible that our freedom is imperfect. If a group of
people or a minority or even one single brother or sister in humanity is enslaved to
someone or something ... then I cannot enjoy freedom disregarding the other.

Now Today and because of the violation of this human primitive right in this
world: How many countries are invaded?! How many homes are robbed? How many
families are destroyed?! How many houses of God are profaned?! How many weak are
assaulted?!

As much as we are sad for our beloved brothers and sisters in Syria, and Iraq that pass
through these difficult circumstances, and who suffer for their faith, as much as we are
also sad for these poor youth that are enslaved in a severe way to fanaticism, brutality,
and to hatred. We are sad because their inhuman beliefs make them lose their dignity,

lose their honour, and above all, lose their humanity.

Many times we have thought about how miserable it is that rights in many parts of this
world are becoming dreams and hopes.

We did not come to teach you about freedom or humanity; we are aware of the great
values that the Swedish society is based on ...

But Today we came to call the international community to think deeply; Can you enjoy
Freedom, humanity, and all these great values meanwhile freedom, justice, security,
and peace are threatened because of these people whose hands are free, and yet their
souls are in bondage. We do not have the right to let down God’s grace, that is our
human responsibility, even if it exhausts us because freedom is our pride, our dignity; it
is the strength of our greatness; it is not a luxury; nor privilege. Freedom is a vocation,
a duty ...

Being human means to choose; to be free; to have the will of being free.

Freedom is far stronger than circumstances, obstacles or conditions. freedom is stronger
than destiny.

Coming to the end of our address, a fully detailed talk about real freedom would take
much more time, today we went through some parts of it.

As I am after all a pastor and a father so all I can give you is an advice from the Holy

Bible: “know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

Thank you and God bless all of you.
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Good morning young friends!

I am very happy to be with you here today, I would even say that meeting with you was
my main aim of this visit not only because time with youth renews one’s energy, but also
because I believe that you are the hope; you are the hope of your families, the hope of
your societies, the hope of your church, you are my hope!

In Egypt, my close team of assistants is mostly young people whom I enjoy working
with and I give them horizons and space to produce and work creatively... You might
think that it is a personal orientation... Maybe!

But it is also a Christian principle ... Young people can do the work of our Lord. It was
mentioned by Saint Paul when he wrote to Timothy: “Let no one despise your youth
but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in
purity”.

That verse inspired our talk for tonight because everyone among you is a Timothy ...

Before proceeding does anyone know some facts about Timothy?

Well, first of all, Timothy is a Greek name that means I honour God. And I think his
name was very well chosen as he honoured God.

Timothy had a Jewish mother that converted to Christianity, and a Greek father, he met
with Saint Paul in one of his apostolic journeys. He became the disciple of Paul, and
step by step Paul entrusts him with important assignments. And here let me tell you
that Paul the very well-educated apostle that is called the Christianity Philosopher, who
wrote these magnificent letters was not the kind of person that is easily satisfied, Paul
was someone who took the ministry in a very serious way. So, if he accepted Timothy
as a disciple and accepted to be Timothy’s mentor then we have a good indicator that
Timothy was brilliant!!

Saint Paul said even about him in his letter to Philippians “I have no one like him”.
That is why he became the first bishop of Ephesus at a young age.

Timothy is also venerated in all the churches.

That is an overview of Timothy, now let’s focus on you ... what could you learn from

Timothy?

To answer this question, we will get back to Paul’s instruction to his dear disciple;

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct,
in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Timothy was criticized for having big responsibilities at a young age ... yes many times
people use stereotypes which is the worst method; things like; he is a church he is not
cool, he is an I.T. student he is a nerd, and so on ...

And yes Timothy also suffered -with some people- from stereotyping ... he is young
then he is not qualified, there was not any problem with his leadership, but his age was
a tool for some to criticize.

Let’s stop here and ask you; how do you usually interact with criticism?

Do you think about that criticism -Sometimes it is useful, especially when it comes
from a trustworthy person. or Do you get angry? Do you ignore it?

However, Saint Paul gives Timothy a clever method to solve the situation ... I think it
is even clever to solve any problem; We always need to work on ourselves, perfection is
the constant status of working on our weak points, and we have all got some!!

Saint Paul is just asking Timothy to be a good model, so that is how he does not let

anyone despise his youth.




Think of yourself, are you a good example? I am sure you can always be, but today are
you?

Saint Paul gives Timothy and all of you six elements that make you a good example so
no one despises your youth; two outers, and four inners and all of them are centralized
by Timothy, yes solve the problem from your sides before solving it from other people’s
side or circumstances.

Outer elements; that is visible to everyone and even concern others;

- In Word: a few months ago, I launched a campaign in Egypt, entitled
“Boldl dalSU”” = the sweet word. That was inspired by the first letter of St. Paul to
Thessaloniki, where he said «Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly,
comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all», actually we all need
appreciation, some people are very much able to encourage others and open many
horizons just by their words, blessed you if you are one of them.

Some others can give negative energy that lasts for a long while, only with their words.
Avoid them and avoid being one of them.

- In Conduct: is the second outer element which we might also call the behaviour
that is supposed to be the practice of our words, I remember the beautiful saying of a
saint: always preach with the Bible, when necessary, use words!! But how can we preach
without words? Yes! The testimony of action comes first, and then words in second
place.

So how about Inner elements; which are more private qualities and are shared with our
Lord Jesus Christ.

- In Love: you see every single word is very well placed in the Holy Bible, St. Paul
used to put always love as the priority for the inner elements. It is even more apparent
in his first letter to the Corinthians where he says: And now abide faith, hope, love,
these three; but the greatest of these is love. The issue here is you can never have faith,
spirit, hope, purity, or any virtue without Love because simply God is Love! And he who
doesn’t know Love doesn’t know God!

- In Spirit: you have all got the Holy Spirit that leads your steps and controls your
actions, according to Saint Matthew the evangelist The spirit indeed is willing, but the
flesh is weak. Your power is in your spirit so keep always strengthening it. Your spirit is
a bestowed grace of God, sins weaken it.

- In Faith: faith is the best privilege, it is very calming and relaxing, it is our
Christian method to feel secure, when I used to be a little kid I used to feel safe when

I was with my father, this feeling is coming out trust and love, so how about trusting

God, and all his actions, it is amazing to think that the creator of heaven and earth is
my protector and pastor.

- In Purity: remember the sixth beatitude; blessed are the pure in heart for they
shall see God. Purity starts from the heart, and it reaches all of your body, and your
mind, purity is a method, it is not exclusively a physical status it is also psychological,
some people like to invent bad interpretations... even for Good morning !! This is
a lack of purity.

Purity is also a must for a good youth! it is your real key to success and self-confidence,
which is a fundamental base for this phase of your life, purity also concerns God because
even your body is a temple for him.

Coming to the end of my presentation I join Paul in asking you:

Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct,
in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Before thanking you all for good listening, I invite you all to come to visit us in Egypt.
And now I am eager to listen to your questions or comments ....

Thank you and God Bless you all!!
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Good evening young friends,

I am very happy to have this time with you all, As I told your fellows in California, I
always find pleasure with youth, and this visit is also very special to my heart as it is my
first time in the U.S.A. where I meet with the largest Coptic community abroad Egypt

our beautiful motherland.

This community is a source of pride for our Coptic Orthodox Church your parents or
maybe grandparents came here to America a long time ago and became active integrated
members of it. But they have preserved also our traditions in their pure authentic form.
Now it is your turn to continue on the same path, in this phase of your life you are
supposed to take more responsibilities, toward your families, your societies, your
church, and most of all toward yourselves.

I believe that youth are always the main part and the cornerstone of society, you can do
great achievements and have big responsibilities in many different fields.

Today with God’s grace we will talk about the verse from the third letter of Saint John
where he wrote to Gaius:

I pray that you may prosper in all things.

Before proceeding to our talk about John’s prayer to Gaius, I want to highlight some
facts;

The church only wants your prosperity, as the church is Christ’s body, it works only for
his will and Christ’s will is always the good and the benefits for his sons and daughter;
any traditions, any fast, any prayers, or any service you might practice in the church is
meant for your own good it has nothing to do with systems or authority it is all about
love and care.

Some of you might think that the Orthodox Church is an old classical church, I tell you
NO:; It is a church of living tradition and freedom ...

But how does that fit with the long Orthodox list of fasting and prayers?!

Yes, these requirements are the main part of the ecclesiastical path toward freedom
BECAUSE IT TEACHES YOU TO BE FREE! Free from sins, free from laziness, free
from lusts, free from every earthly desire.

Moreover, the church sees spiritual prosperity as part of the faithful mission, Christian
faithful is called to set an example for his surrounding environment, and that cannot
happen without prosperity in everything;

Spiritual prosperity,

Health prosperity,

Studies and career prosperity,

Social prosperity,

Emotional prosperity,

Spiritual prosperity is the base of every prosperity, it is also the way that allows us to
enjoy every other prosperity perfectly with our Lord Jesus Christ.

It is our greater need, remember this verse from the Gospel of Saint Matthew But seek
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first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you. Spirituality is friendship with Jesus Christ, it is having him next to you in every
step you take. Spirituality is total confidence in God, sharing your plans with him, and
accepting any of his decisions.

Health prosperity think if you are responsible for a church, won’t you clean it, and
maintain it always?

Saint Paul said that your body is God’s temple, so you also need to take care of it; sports
are one of the best methods to maintain your body and also your mind. Saint Paul also
meant purity, which extends to the body and the mind.

Study or career prosperity if you use your school, college or university well, it is not in
favor of anyone but you, because that is your access for a good career, and when I say
good career, I don’t mean certain jobs, I mean the career that you have desired because
in this particular career you will be creative and that is how you will enjoy your life and
you will be useful to others.

Social prosperity is one of the best definitions of the church is The Society Servant because
Jesus Christ said you are the light of the World, which means that a good Christian
cannot live isolated from his society, he is even called to be the source of holiness,
happiness for his surroundings. Every one of you has many societies surrounding him;
your family, your friends, your colleagues, your neighbors ... be part of them take
charge in their lives, for sure with different levels and different doses; family comes
always first, in different parts of the holy bible, Jesus honored Virgin Mary, family is
one of the best gifts of God, you are them and they are you even if you knew some hard
times but they will always have an endless credit of love for you. Then your friends,
friendship is also a grace it is a way to practice pure love your friends are your choice
you share goodwill and big projects, we have many examples of great friendship in
the holy Bible; think of David and Nathan, Paul and Timothy and many other great
examples that helped each other and honored God with their friendship.

Emotional prosperity Love is our emotional prosperity, St. Paul used to put always love
as the priority for the Christian. It is even clearer in his first letter to the Corinthians
where he says: And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is
love. The thing is you can never have any virtue without Love because simply God is

Love! And he who doesn’t know Love doesn’t know God!

To conclude, I will share a little story with you:

You know one of the Desert Fathers, brought his disciples once and showed them a big

tank, he kept filling it with stones till they could see the stones higher than the tank’s
edge.

Then he asked them if the tank is full. Everyone said yes father for sure it is full!!

The father said no it is not, and he added gravels (the little stones) that went in the small
empty spaces between stones ...

Then he asked them if the tank is full. And here some of them after hesitating said yes!!
The father said no it is not, and he added sand that went in the little empty spaces
between gravels ...

Then he asked them if the tank is full. And here everyone was silent!!

The father said it is not full, and he poured water that went into the little tiny empty
spaces between the grains of sands

And here the Father said now I can tell you the tank is full!

So, you just need to fix your priorities and set them in the proper order so you can enjoy
everything, under one condition; that everything would be in its right place ...

If water comes first there will be no place for any other thing,

If gravels come first there will be no place for stones, and so on ...

Coming to the end of my talk I join Saint John in his prayer that you may prosper in
all things.

Thank you for your presence, and God bless you all.




With Members of House of Lords of

the United Kingdom \
May 2017 '

London - England

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Thank you for inviting me to be with you today. It gives me great pleasure to visit your

beautiful country again.

Thirty-two years ago, I visited England and spent many months studying at Oxford’s
Churchill Hospital. Although it was a scholarship and I had to spend most of the time
studying, those have been very good days which composed my first visit abroad and the
first time for me outside Egypt. I remember with a smile now that I used to think to

myself then that the only one I spoke to in Arabic was God during my prayers.

Egyptis a country with both distinguished geography and along and rich history. It stands
between the East and the West. The East is considered “a huge temple” where religions
together with arts and literature grew to make the East “the Heart of the World”. On
the other hand, the West is usually considered “a huge lab” where sciences together with
discoveries, and inventions grew to make the West “the Mind of the World”. Let me quote
Charles Dickens in his famous "Hard Times" saying, “There is a wisdom of the head and a
wisdom of the heart”. Therefore, there is wisdom in the great temple of the Eastand another
in the great lab of the West and if Egypt is standing in between, we hope we can have both.
Ancient Egyptians, known world-widely as Pharaohs, had both a strong heart for
religion and a brilliant mind for sciences. Their obelisks stand as a witness of both all
over the world. Lord Jesus Christ visited Egypt as a child with the Holy Family; and
years later, Christianity arrived in Egypt, when St. Mark preached the teaching of the
Lord in our blessed land. And the prophecy of Isaiah has come true: “In that day there
will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the Lord
at its border.” (Isaiah 19: 19).

Christian Egypt kept science, and math, in addition to theology in the great School
of Alexandria where young Christians were taught Greek culture as well as Christian
theology. Both the wisdom of the head and that of the heart were kept in parallel.

When Islam came to Egypt in the seventh century AD., Pharaonic, Greco-Roman,

Christian, and Islamic histories blended with the distinguished geographical place
of Egypt, its African and Mediterranean identity to generate a rich Egyptian
civilization, which produced what some historians said: “Civilization lies under the
skin of Egyptians”. The so-called Arab Spring Revolutions took place and were the
product of foreign policies which did not realize the circumstances of this region. The
Christian existence in the countries of the Middle East, the cultural differences between
those countries, and the necessity of peace rather than revolutionary co-existence in
this region were not put into consideration.

However, from the year 2013, the new Egypt began to take shape with a new constitu-
tion, elections for a president, and the Parliament. Therefore, many strong institutions
and great projects of both the government and the private sector initiated building a
modern Egypt; Egypt of the future.

Yet Egypt’s place in the middle of the world makes it an important factor in the stability
and peace of the Middle East. Its role should be strengthened and its leadership should
be supported so that peace-making and progress would spread from Egypt to the whole
region. Our economy and education system needs reinforcement. Tourism would also
be a prosperous field if supported.

Terrorist attacks against churches, the army, and police forces do not stop; neither in
Egypt nor in the region, and are even spreading all over the world. We condemn those
violations of humanity, and assaults against civilizations. We condemn evacuating
the Middle East from Christians and depriving new generations of their long and rich
heritage in those holy lands that their forefathers lived in. We condemn all forms of
terror and violence that are now damaging the demography of the Middle East and
consequently of the rest of the world. And we condemn the atrocities that would

eventually demolish both the great temple and the huge lab.

We pray that God may enlighten the hearts and minds of all leaders so that they may
see where real justice is. And we pray with King Solomon saying;

“Then you will understand righteousness and justice,

Equity and every good path.

When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant to your soul,
Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you.” (Proverbs 2: 9 - 11)

Thank you.
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Meeting with the Asian Ambassadors
September 2017

Japan

Your Excellencies,

It is with great pleasure and honour to participate with you today in your monthly

meeting.

Having just returned from my first visit to Japan and Australia. ’'m impressed with the

Asian nations and their eagerness to always be distinguished. Asian countries play a

wa il

crucial role in the international community, with their rich history, civilizations, and
high morals. This mixture has created your nations beauty, which is well recognized

with accuracy, systematic lifestyle, and humanism.

During my visit to Japan, we consecrated the first Coptic Egyptian Orthodox Church,
in Kyoto. This is a great accomplishment and we thank the Japanese government and
people for giving us this opportunity, and for caring for the Coptic community in

Japan.

I have then travelled to Sydney, Canberra, and Melbourne, likewise, impressive nations,
and I was pleased to meet with the Governor General, Prime Minister, different minis-
ters, parliament members, and opponents. I was delighted to see the Coptic Egyptian

community in good interaction with the Australian community.

Egypt Durant said in his book «The Story of Civilization», that the Egyptian Civiliza-

tion is the most ancient and the most beautiful.




Egypt is considered the mother of all civilizations from which other civilizations were

born.

Ancient Egypt had a very strong educational system. Schools were established and were

mainly attached to temples. They were called Houses of Life.

Egypt overlooks two seas: The Mediterranean Sea which is called the heart of seas, and
the sea of rivers; and the Red Sea which is a closed sea without rivers. However, with its
length, it looks like a river among seas. The two seas are seas of monotheism and they

have been connected since the nineteenth century.

Egypt is a holy land that was blessed by the visit of the Holy Family, during their flight
from Palestine, in the first century, as per the instruction of the angel. It is therefore
their second home and is considered up till now a place of refuge in the time of trouble.
Egypt is semi-squared in shape, with the river Nile running across, and around the Nile,
all Egyptians live, from which we drink not just water but also moderate life. The Nile
River is shaped as a person lifting his hands to pray, and accordingly, all Egyptians are

strong worshipers.

After the Pharaonic era, came the birth of Jesus Christ and Egypt became a Christian
country for seven centuries, then Islam entered, and since then we have always lived
peacefully together, Muslims and Christians. Hence any terrorism or violence comes
from outside Egypt. When problems arise in small villages, we try to solve them in
the spirit of one family, depending on «LOVE IN ACTION». Usually, villages where
problems arise, suffer from a high population rate, high illiteracy rates, and few devel-
opment projects. Therefore, although the main role of the Coptic Church is spiritual,
we also believe we have a social role in our community. The Coptic Orthodox Church
Development Department works with all dioceses throughout Egypt to implement
different developmental projects based on the needs of each village ranging from
educational, health, awareness programs, house refurbishments...etc. these projects

serve all Egyptians, regardless of their religion, as a sign of our love for everyone.

« Coptic Church History
Around the year 55 AD., St. Mark the Evangelist entered the City of Alexandria, the
cultural capital of Egypt, to preach the message of the one true God. Hence the Coptic

Orthodox Church is one of the oldest churches in the world, spanning 20 centuries of

history.

St. Mark the evangelist was the author of the oldest Gospel as well as the first Pope of
Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark, and today I’'m the Pope 118.

The term Coptic means Egyptian, Copt was derived from «Gypt» in Aegyptius which is
the Greek name of Egypt. We continue to use the Coptic language today in the church’s

liturgical language.

The Coptic Orthodox Church is very traditional and is the largest in the Middle East;
we have around 3000 churches all over Egypt. Our Holy Synod has 125 Metropolitans
and bishops, including 33 bishops outside Egypt. The Coptic Orthodox Church very
firm foundation has helped it grow in many directions, and today is spread worldwide
with around 400 Coptic churches and monasteries in Europe, the USA, Latin America,
Australia, Canada, Africa, and Asia. The Church establishment outside Egypt was to
care for our immigrating children and lead them in the twenty-first century with the
approach of intensified spiritual educational and pastoral care. Our Church maintains
the role of spreading the message of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and has always

stood strong even during periods of crisis.

Today, the total population of Egypt is 92 million, and 15% are Copts, this in addition
to no less than 2 or 3 million Copts outside Egypt, spread across the world in the USA,

Australia, Canada, Europe, Africa, and Asia.

The Coptic Church is distinguished for being:
oThe Church of the first school of theology
oThe church of Martyrs
eFounder of Monasticism

«Strong Ecumenical Movement

1. Church of the first school of theology:
The Coptic Orthodox Church established the first school of theology, the School of
Alexandria, this was founded by St. Mark, to ensure that the church is the light-
house that gives light to the world, overcome darkness, and provides high standard

and heavenly principles. The School of Alexandria was the first centre in the world




dedicated to Christian studies. The Theological College of the school of Alexandria was
re-established in 1893. Today it has campuses in various dioceses throughout Egypt as
well as in Europe, the United States, and Australia, for example, we have St. Athanasius
Theology college in Melbourne, whose dean is His Grace Bishop Sorial, holder of PhD
in the Egyptian Archdeacon Habib Girgis (the establisher of Sunday School in Egypt,
100 years ago).

These seminaries offer educational opportunities for servants and clergymen to study

Christian Orthodox theology, patristics, church history, Coptic language, and arts.

2. Church of Martyrs:
The Coptic Orthodox Church is named the church of Martyrs with St. Mark being
the first martyr in the year 68. It was named accordingly not only because of the great
number of martyrs but also because of its believers, desire for martyrdom. Faith is
an expression of a blazing fire that continues to give light and power through the
blood of the martyrs that passed from generation to generation and witnessed until

today.

3. Founder of Monasticism:
Monasticism which is a life of solitude, living in the desert away from the world in a life
of prayer, contemplation, fasting, and other ascetic practices, was founded by the
Egyptian Saint Anthony who is known as «the Father of Monasticism» in the third
century, while the Egyptian St. Pachomius set the monastic rules and established the

community life, which is followed in many monasteries around the world today.

Monasticism is still thriving today, where many young men and women who are all
well-educated choose to leave the world and lead a monastic life because of their deep
love for God. Today we have around 40 monasteries and 10 convents in Egypt. This
is in addition to other Coptic monasteries abroad in Africa, Europe, the USA, and

Australia.

4- Strong Ecumenical Movement:
The Coptic Orthodox Church today is very active in the Ecumenical movement,
having a dialogue with many churches such as the Catholic Church, Church of England,
Russian Church, Byzantine Churches, and various protestant churches. We are also
active members of the World Council of Churches (WCC), the Middle East Council
of Churches (MECC), and the All-African Council of Churches (AACC), and we have
recently established the Egyptian Council of Churches in 2013.

The Church is a place where love is put into action, where everybody senses that they
are organs of one body not by compulsion, but with love and peace. In church, we learn
that «whoever hates his brother is a murderer» (1 John 3:15). The church is not only
a community of gathered believers but also, the one body of Christ where every
individual believer is a living member. This belief transcends all people regardless of

gender, sex, social standing, and economical status.

«Christianity doesn’t have geographical borders, and its doors are opened for

everyone»

Coptic Churches around the world strive to secure the Coptic traditions in new
generations by promoting participation in the church. Youth, children, and people of
all ages, regularly participate in group activities, which are aimed toward growth and

fellowship within a Christian environment.
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Each church plays an important role in the community. Several mission groups are
created to aid those in need. Copts strive to be a beacon of light and endeavour to be

worthy ambassadors of love and peace.

o The future of the Coptic church
The Copts are considered a national minority in Egypt. Although all Egyptians love

their religion, they all refuse a regime ruled by religion.

Despite the continuing terrorist attacks on Christians, our Egyptian president is
making serious efforts to include the Copts in the nation. There are many positive signs
of a positive future, these include:

- The special law for building churches. Now we can build churches through discussions
with local authorities. Before, we needed permission from the president and this

sometimes took more than 20 years to obtain and was very difficult.

- Today there are 39 Coptic members of the parliament that were elected two years ago.

After the previous election, there was only one Coptic member.

- According to the new constitution there is complete equality. Practically, this is not

applied 100 percent. But I think our society is changing towards this equality.

The Middle East is the land of Christianity. Christianity started in Palestine and spread
to all the other areas of the Middle East. We are deeply rooted in the Middle East. The
evacuation of Christians from the Middle East is very dangerous for the peaceful situ-
ation of the whole world. We are, therefore, supporting our president and government
in building a new Egypt that accepts and respects everyone. Egypt is currently facing
economical problems; we pray that the large projects currently under implementation
will enable Egypt to become a stable and strong economical and political nation. In
addition to this, there is a need to strengthen and improve the educational system in

both schools and universities.

o The Church’s relationship with the President & Government:
The Church is one of the main pillars in Egyptian society, and in good relation with
everyone, this includes the president, government, parliament, Azhar, and all churches

of different denominations. With the revolution and the election of President Abdel

Fattah El Sisi as president of Egypt, all Egyptians have put their hopes on his shoulders,
and after the dark path we have gone through, President Sisi brought us hope. Then
came the new constitution that showed equalization between all Egyptians. President
Sisi is the first Egyptian president to visit the Cathedral on Christmas Eve and greet
us in person. He always shares with us our happy and sad moments. He stands firmly

against any violence or terrorist attacks on churches.

The Church supports the efforts of the Egyptian government in building a new Egypt
as an act of patriotism, not politics.

«Egypt is the country of peace, and will remain a source of peace for the entire world».
Thank you for your hospitality and this warm gathering, I enjoy being with you today.
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you all to visit our ancient monasteries

in Wadi El Natron,

Praying for peace and prosperity for the entire world.




In St. Athanasius Colleage - University of
Divinity
September 2017

Melbourne - Austrilia

Sisters, Brothers, Sons, and Daughters,
It is an honour to be in the Seminary and to be filled with the inspiration of the School
of Alexandria that represents the roots of all Coptic Seminaries both in Egypt and in

the whole world.

It feels great to be able to receive theological education in a Coptic Orthodox institution
as this Seminary. There are distinguished qualities featuring the education of the
Seminary and connecting the present time to the past when our church had the School

of Alexandria.

Let me put those qualities in brief before your hearts and understanding so that they
would always be clear to everyone involved in the Seminary: teachers, students, and

even the administrative staff.

The Seminary is part of the church and it represents church life in all manifestations.
Like its ancestor, the School of Alexandria, the Seminary depends on pious teachers,
who give a good Christian example. They care about prayers and hymns as much as
they care about teaching theology and they are humble and patient as much as they are

scholars.

Another feature concerning the Seminary is that it aims at enlightening scholars
about Orthodox Theology to gain more souls to Jesus Christ. It does never aim at
winning theological disputes; and so was the School of Alexandria. Its fathers were
fishers of men who aimed at gaining souls; that’s why their writings were accepted all
over the Christian world and were translated not only to old languages such as Latin,
and Syriac; but also to modern languages such as English, French, German and many

others.

The School of Alexandria was built upon personal relationships between the teachers and

the students. It was a healthy atmosphere for a real Christian discipleship in one of its

greatest images. Both students and teachers prayed and worshipped together. Teachers
provided both theology as a science, and spiritual guidance so that the Christian faith

becomes both rationally understood, and inwardly lived.

An important quality that we must struggle to keep in the modern world is the
submission of theological knowledge to the Holy Spirit. It should always be considered
that in the Seminary, reason cannot take a step preceding faith. Let me quote a professor
of Theology to explain this point. St. Augustine says,

“Faith is to believe what you do not see;

The reward of this faith is to see what you believe”.

To test the value of Seminary education, we finally look at the fruits. There are the fruits
of theological research which appear in the quality and quantity of academic research
production. And there are the fruits that are embodied in the saints, universal teachers,
and patriarchs who graduated from the School of Alexandria such as St. Clement, St.
Athanasius the Apostolic (20th Pope), St. Cyril I - the Great (24th Pope), and St. Dioscorus
(25th Pope). The Seminary is still the institute from which popes, bishops, priests,

monks and nuns, and church servants graduate and teach in all sectors of the church.

To conclude, let us look closer on the words of St. James the Apostle,

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to

yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.”

(James 3: 17)
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Thank you and God bless you.
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Opening of EKD Congress on the Future

of Christianity in the Near East
October 2017

Berlin - Germany

Your Holinesses, Your Eminences, Honorable Representatives of Parties and Associa-

tions, Ladies and Gentlemen,

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
(Psalm 133:1)

These verses of the psalmist cross our mind, expressing the joy we feel every time we
receive an invitation to make part of a wonderful ecumenical assembly where we feel
the holy presence of our Lord Jesus Christ through meeting our beloved brothers.

We are grateful to the church of Germany, which went through a lot of effort to make
this happens, and we are also grateful for your warm welcome, and your generous
hospitality that has deeply touched our heart.

Coming to Germany is a source of happiness; it is not our first visit to the land of
innovation. We always keep good memories of it, for us personally it is a role model of
overcoming division and crisis through struggle and dialogue.

As for our Coptic church, Germany is the home for many Copts that came earlier and
found home and bread in this welcoming country.

It is an unmistakable historical fact that major events arise out of major challenges.
Today, brethren, clouds are amassing in the sky under which we all dwell. Today, every
Christian in the world is facing challenges, but more particularly the Christians of the
near east are experiencing several decisive challenges...

Today we will address the main ones;

-The first main challenge; is the rise of violent fanatic movements

The Near East has long been the home of people from all walks of life; people that
together have prospered and together have endured. Maybe that is why this region
became the cradle of the three Monotheistic religions.

Today we cannot ignore the threats. They are real, and if we turn a blind eye to them,
they risk eclipsing one of the three;

We cannot also deny the decreasing number of Christians in the region, and the

increasing number of migrants.

The reasons are no secret; mainly the rise of radical fanatic militant movements across
the Near East, which considers all others as despicable infidels.

There is no doubt that poverty, ignorance, and diseases were some of the main elements
that opened the door to extremism in the minds and souls of polarized youth.

Add to this the rampant corruption before the so-called “Arab spring”, and the weak-
ness of state institutions during it. Furthermore, Christians experienced an increase in
being labeled as supporters of western foreign policies, simply because their religion
happens to be the dominant one in the west.

However, it is meaningful to highlight that the main aim of these dark forces is division,
which is the greatest ally of our enemy. But if the division is its ally, then unity is its
enemy. Through unity and wisdom, we shall prevail, Brethren. Even though we see the
dark forces gaining wind in their sails, we will not be swept aside but meet their ships

with our own, the ones named; Friend-Ships!

-The second main challenge; is the interaction with the extremely rapid changes of our
era
Many of the new orientations, practices, and methods of our modern time can never

be undone; once they penetrate a society they keep gaining ground. But let it be clear,




we are not accusing every modern innovation of being guilty or of being a tool of
destruction, because many of them could be an opportunity that helps in developing
the ministry, and making our voice heard by many.

For instance, we have the example of Social Media; on one hand, it destroyed the lives
of many people in unfair ways such as privacy violations and spreading of rumors, it
was a tool for terrorists to enlarge their network and create new ones. But, on the other
hand, it has contributed to many great success stories for people all around the globe.
Social media helped creating hubs that allowed people who share the same good
interests to come together, forming charity communities, art appreciation gatherings.
And many more, have started on social media and planned to work together for their
noble causes.

The world is in a continuous process of exchange, the difficulty lies in the ability of the
church to cope with these new changes, and to understand that these methods are mere
containers and that the content itself can be the living tradition of the church and the
core shall be the doctrine.

It is obvious that the moment when one cannot develop his thoughts is the same as
when he is getting old.

This does not mean that everything new and modern necessarily is useful and valuable.
But we do want to highlight that many valuable and useful modernies are blocked just
because they are unusual.

And here enters the role of the Holy Spirit living in every one of us, that we received
through the sacrament of baptism unifying us with Jesus Christ, and offering us the
right conscience so we can open our hearts, understand and distinguish, and hence
choose the convenient modernity at the right time and for the right aim, serving the

Glory of God.

- The third main challenge; is the sin of division

We are sure you all remember the atrocious incident in Libya back in February 2015,
where we gained the intercession of twenty-one martyrs. Later His Holiness Pope
Francis -while receiving a delegation- expressed his solidarity and compassion with
our mourning church, making a wonderful point when he said “They were killed simply
for the fact that they were Christians. The blood of our Christian brothers and sisters
is a testimony that cries out to be heard ... It makes no difference whether they be
Catholics, Orthodox, or Protestants. They are Christians! Their blood is one and the

same. Their blood confesses Christ.”

We cannot disagree with such words, what unites us is far greater than what divides us.
In the world of today, Christian unity is not anymore a luxury, but rather it is a must.
If we are to face the earlier-mentioned challenges of hostility, and technology, then we
need to remember how Jesus Christ described the house that was divided against itself
“It will not stand” (Matthew 12:25), he said, and indeed, through division, we cannot
achieve Christ’s greatest desire “that (we) all may be only one” (John 17:21). Brethren,
through unity we strengthen each other.

However, Unity is not acquired; unity is the gift that God will bestow upon us when we
offer him an open mind, a big heart, and a humble spirit. Only then, we will be able to
walk toward Unity starting with the spirit, then the letter «for the letter kills, but the
Spirit gives life.» (2 Corinthians 3:6)

Now, after going through challenges, the question should be what if we do not overcome
all of this? What would we lose? What would the region and the world lose? What is the
importance of having Christian communities in the Near East? For sure, our presence
is very important.

Every Christian has the vocation and the mission of being the Light of the World and
the Salt of the earth in his community. Every church in our region has different roles
on several levels; on a Christian level, on a national level, and on an international level,
we are going to talk about these three levels in the example of our Coptic Orthodox

Church;

- Firstly, the Christian level of responsibility

The Coptic Church has produced phenomenal contributions throughout its history and
is still giving to the whole Christian world. Christian history shall never forget the great
effort of our church in the field of Theology, the establishment of these divine studies
started in the School of Alexandria.

This school grew in fame under the leadership of a long list of great scholars like
Panthanaeus, Clement of Alexandria, Didymus the Blind, and Origen.

The church of Alexandria also provided the Christian world with great Fathers, who
had a major role in Orthodox Didacticism and protected the faith in the purest
apostolic form, like Athanasius, and Kyrillos, which is why its head held the title
Ecumenical master.

From the Coptic Church, the Christian world learned Monasticism. From our land

came those holy men that we today call Desert Fathers; men such as St. Anthony the




great; Father of all monks, St. Makarius the Great, and many other great men who
established monasteries with thousands of monks.

Our desert has always provided holy men - up to this day monasteries and monks are
everywhere in Egypt.

One other exceptional character of the Coptic Orthodox Church is that it is a church of
Martyrs; Tertullian, the early Christian author, wrote “If the martyrs of the whole world
were put on one arm of the balance and the martyrs of Egypt on the other, the balance
will tilt in favor of the Egyptians.”

Martyrdom never stopped in our history, we call our Coptic calendar “Martyrs
calendar”. Many martyrs from all walks of life bless our church up to this day -
giving their lives as a testimony of their faith. The long list has many great names
that are well-known everywhere. You would remember Saint Menas, Saint Catherine
of Egypt, martyrs of Libya, Palm Sunday Martyrs, and the most recent martyr Father
Samaan in Cairo However, the main thing about Martyrdom is that it strengthens our

faith, our love for Christ the Lord, and our relationship with our church.

- Secondly, the national level of responsibility

Every church has a massive cultural mission in its society. In his outstanding work The
Future of Culture in Egypt, Taha Hussein, the renowned author and the Dean of Arabic
Literature, stated that “The Coptic Church was a mark of Egypt’s ancient glory and its
survival was a testimony to the moral integrity of its followers.”

When the Pentecost happened, the Holy apostles understood that the gift from the Holy
Spirit is not just the polyglossia, but it is a wide vocation to reveal the presence of Christ
to all and to establish the church of the world through cultural interaction, and through
the consolidation with various civilizations, to contribute in its continuing formation,
without isolation or arrogance, while keeping the core of the faith and the gospel. This,
Brethren, is how Christianity nurtured civilization.

Look at our Coptic church; it is a long history of the interculturation that started with
the dialogue between St. Mark the evangelist and Anianos the shoemaker when he cried
«O monotheos», and here St. Mark found the common ground and the access point to
establish our Coptic church.

Later the church started what we call the baptism of culture; by taking features from the
face of our Egyptian civilization.

For instance, the church today is considered to be the guardian of old Egyptian music

of which you have many examples; Eporo (which means Oh King of Peace) the hymn

of entry for the Patriarch that has the same melodies of an ancient hymn that was used
in the initiation of many old Egyptian religious ceremonies. We also have Gholghotha,
the burial hymn we use during Holy Fridays, which has exactly the same melodies as the
royal funeral hymn of ancient Egypt.

Also in the visual arts, like the Ankh sign, which became a cross, the shell of Aphrodite
that became the symbol of the Virgin Mary, and many other examples that apply in
many fields of life. So many, that we can’t mention them all here today.

However, this method was not just to simplify the practices for the new Christians, it
was indeed a way for the first fathers of the church to honor their civilization that they
were proud of and loyal to.

The church took into consideration the language, the history, and the traditions of the
Copts, and so it became from the people and for the people. By entering their life, the
church took and gave, interacted with society in harmony, and hence became an icon

of interculturation.

-Thirdly, the worldwide level of responsibility

The Near East has always been a Carrefour of civilizations, a hub of cultural diversity,
and an oasis of dialogue. We could even say that it was a station where every culture
passed by, which produced a unique model in the globe, and thus the region became
an heir to many civilizations initiated by Egyptians, Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans,
Persians, Arabs, and many others, inspiring the world in many fields and playing a vital
role.

Christians in their countries in the region have always been the guardians and keepers
of diversity. We cannot —-and we do not even want to-imagine a monolithic Near East.
It would be a fatal and immense disruption of balance in the region and in the world.
Our existence in the region is important for us because our people are so attached to
their land.

But also, let us never forget that the region and the world need us in our homelands.
Finally, after going through all these challenges, crises, and clouds in our sky we want
to conclude our note with the promises of the Father of lights, who gives us every good
gift and every perfect gift, for as it is said in the Holy Scripture “Weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” (Psalms 30: 5).

Thank you.
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Dear Holinesses, Eminences, Reverend Pastors, Distinguished Guests

As we come to the end of this gathering, we give thanks and adoration to the Holy Spirit
that guided us and gave us enlightenment so that these days became fruitful.

Let me first thank the evangelical church of Germany, for making this a successful
and interesting conference, thanks to the organizers, to every one of them; you have
accomplished your mission with perfection.

I want also to thank our Brethren, the church primates; your presence and notes were
such an inspiration for us. Your honest testimonies and your spiritual perspectives are
messages of hope. Over these two days, we have exchanged views, philosophies, and

experiences that will have an impact in every domain of the ministry.

There is one thing we want to conclude with;

If this is the end of our congress about the future of Christianity in the Near East, let
this end become a beginning. Let us keep up this momentum.

We have heard the word of God, and we have heard each other, now let us be doers of
this word and not only hearers. There is no greater desire for the heart of God than
the perfect unity of the church so that we all may be one. Unity is the divine solution
for every problem, it is the key to making every challenge an opportunity. We are not
talking about uniform unity but rather the Unity that comes through diversity.

The unity we seek is a unity that finds richness in our diversity; we cannot deny that
the supreme and perfect unity is the unity of Faith. The obstacle is the focus on our
differences, although the right path is foretold by our Lord Jesus Christ in the Gospel
of Saint John the Evangelist where he says “That the love with which you loved me be
in them, and I in them”.

Brethren, we cannot have Him in us without having Love, because Love is the spirit that
wrote the holy words, and only through Love, we can understand those words.

Hence, we need First to have a new vision of ecumenism: theological dialogue shall
continue, it is a pillar and an important part of the way towards unity, but we need to

talk together about other subjects: social, intercultural, academic, ecological, and many
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other fields where we could exchange experiences and knowledge to honor the name of
God.

Second; ecumenical affairs shall not be limited to dialogue and good relations between
the top levels of Church Primates, Metropolitans, and Bishops. We should also integrate
other categories of the church; scholars; monks & nuns; laymen and women; and most
of all youth because they are the future of the church and they are going to lead the
dialogue one day, so let us prepare them with friendship and understanding.

Third and final: we need to meet more often; it is a blessing, a joy, a motivation, and a
reminder of all that we can achieve together. Communication and sharing are mysterious

tools that could diminish suffering and sorrow and enhance Joy and Glory.

Thank you and please keep us in your prayers.
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for Egypt and the World
March 30th, 2020
Cairo - Egypt

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be

frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)

My dearest spiritual children,
love and peace be with you,
| hope you are well. We are praying
“Lord have mercy” so many times in
our churches and in our homes,
especially during this hard time of
Covid-19.

Be strong and have deep HOPE that
the hand of God controls everything,
and this is the time of repentance.
Change your hearts towards the
heavenly matters.

| pray for all of you, for families,
youth, children, fathers, bishops
and deacons. God protect and
bless you all.
With my sincere Love.

The Prayer of His Holiness Pope Tawadros I

Letter of Fraternal Love between the Coptic

Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church
May 10th, 2020

Cairo

«Let brotherly love continue» (Hebrews 13:1)
Most Holy Father, beloved brother in Christ,
As we recall today is the seventh anniversary of our fraternal meeting held in Rome
on May 10th, 2013, the day of friendship between the Catholic Church and the Coptic
Orthodox Church, I’'m glad that throughout the past years we have managed to further

strengthen the ties between our two churches.

It is a great blessing that through our spiritual bonds and love for one another, people
will know that we are his disciples. May we continue to show the world the same
brotherly embrace we show to one another, through making «every effort to keep the

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace» (Eph 4:3),

As we approach the feast of the Pentecost, I pray that the gift of the Holy Spirit may fill
our hearts with joy, peace, and love. May the Lord strengthen all those suffering due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, that has claimed tens of thousands of victims worldwide. Let

us pray that the Spirit of Pentecost brings hope to everyone suffering today.

May I take this opportunity to assure your holiness of my prayers to you in your lofty
and important ministry, wishing you good health and spiritual fortitude.

With fraternal love and blessings.
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Eminences, Graces, Reverend, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our honoured guests, I would like to express my pleasure to share this celebration
of the present-day Martyrs with all of you. On this Day, I invite you to contemplate
with me a short but deep sentence of praise that we pray in our Coptic Mass. We say,

[As it was so shall it be, from generation to generation, forever and ever. Amen].

Today we celebrate, remember, and re-tell, with pride, joy, and submission the stories
of our new martyrs. However, they did not give witness in a new way, but rather in the
very old way that our ancestors of the Coptic Church and all ancient churches did.

It seemed cruel to me as a Sunday-school teacher to tell children the stories of St. Mina,
St. George, and the many martyrs who were persecuted, tortured and had given their
lives to witness their faith in Lord Jesus Christ. Questions such as: Should we tell our
children those stories? Should we make the stories a bit less cruel? came to my mind
and the minds of many Sunday-school teachers and servants. Yet the answer was clear
when on February 15th, 2015, the 21 Christian young men were martyred in the same

brutal way their ancestors died.

In the Coptic Mass, we read the Synaxarion which includes the stories of saints and

martyrs. The reason is to teach the congregation, not the history of the church, but

how we can witness our faith boldly. And when we tell every new generation about the
martyrs, we plant in their hearts the seeds of faith that should bear testimony to the
whole world.

What if Mina, Malak, Essam, Tawadros, Bishoy, Kirollos, Maged, Youssef, Ezzat, Luka,
Gaber, Girgis, Hany, Sameh and the rest of Libya martyrs did not receive the education
about the martyrs of the early centuries in their Sunday-school? What if their parents -
simple as they are — did not give them this power of faith that the Church kept through
centuries? Would they have endured being kidnapped, imprisoned, threatened, and
facing death in this way?

The answer is: NO, they wouldn’t, unless they had this faith that their ancestors had;
which was built on the Biblical text from Hebrews:

“Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better
resurrection... They were stoned, ... were tempted, were slain with the sword... of whom

the world was not worthy” (Hebrews 11: 35 - 39)

This Biblical text applies to all martyrs of faith all over the world and through all times.
Witnessing to Christ has many ways; we can witness simply by living faithfully so that
the whole world “may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew
5: 16). Some Christians also testify through preaching and communicating the Word to
people. Paul said to Timothy, “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;

reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience.

However, some of the faithful were prepared to bear silent testimony before the whole
world, not because they had a wish that the world sees them, but because they longed
for this specific way of testimony.

I was violently moved when I read the famous book: «The 21: A Journey into the Land
of Coptic Martyrs» by Martin Mosebach about one of the martyrs whose name is Malak
(Angel in English). The writer was talking to the church father who told him about the
last conversation he had with Malak before he went to Libya. Let me quote the book
here:

«The Pastor told me about their last conversation before Malak left for Libya. The
Pastor had pointed out that believers could bear witness not only by dying for Christ
but also by living a long and faithful life». “That’s not enough for me,” Malak had

answered. “I want to bear witness through death”.
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I recollected then, with new strong feelings the words we pray in every Mass when we
ask the blessings of all those saints. This simple and deep sentence: [As it was so shall
it be, from generation to generation, forever and ever. Amen]. This is what those con-
temporary martyrs taught us; that the Church of Christ is alive through all generations

and is witnessing to its Savior in all times and in every way.

We are indeed proud of the faith of all martyrs who can face death with courage only to
witness their faith. Yet we cannot by any means tolerate persecution; a word that should

be wiped out of the dictionary of humanity.

We also have great faith in the value of human life, which is a gift from God and no
man has the right to end human life by any means. We believe in a life of praise to God
and work whatever is good to the world we live in so that we can share a resurrection of

glory with all those saints and martyrs who are now enjoying this glory.

It is well understood by all Christians that witnessing our faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ is joyful even if it is through giving our life. That is why, we today celebrate the
commemoration of our beloved martyrs of Libya and all martyrs of faith with a
complete understanding of the verse: “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”

(Philippians 1: 21)

We also know for certain that those martyrs have not left us, though they left this world.
They are with us, teaching us with their martyrdom how to let go of all the weights of
the world, how to forgive those who do us evil, how to pray for all humanity, how to
look forward to the life hereafter and the glory waiting for all the faithful. We can now
say with St. Paul the Apostle:

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endur-

ance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews 12: 1).

May the Lord Jesus Christ bless us all, and may the prayers of the martyrs help us, sup-

port us, and keep us safe.
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