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IDENTITY

The Editorial Article by His Holiness Pope Tawadros Il

8,'(17,7<i$ an important term that is prophet David illustrated the image of the ~ monasteries and convents that were
taught in sociology colleges, and it has Cross in the words of his psalms when he  gstaplished  throughout  Egypt, we
many connotations and meanings: said, “He has not dealt with us according o
national identity, religious, linguistic, to our sins, nor punished us according to currently only have about sixty in our
OLWHUDU\ DUWLVWLF HWF RPBK QWBXLWLHGHRWLIM WAKKKHRED Y HOOWEHMH KLOK (J\SW F
dG H (;bQ H \a WKH (I? DWXU |I'| R Id D ﬁvsb&;/tgegghﬁcvci% I%at giigl'gs ImHerlg{J Mongst[cism is a jewel in our ecclesial life

escribes their spatial, temporal, an * .

H[LVWHQWLpDO DI g,po LDWLRQ SBMWHRU MWK H X URNW\ 33V tp@@hg@%rﬂﬂ&ﬁﬁw%ﬁ{g&dthe
broad and interesting in explaining the  from the west, so far has He removed our PRWKHUV RI FRQYHQWYV 7KRVFE
origins of groups comprising tribes, WUDQVJUHVVLRQV I[URP X®od's Waf hprayirg, UnheldRa@ng, 3tddying,
SHRSOHV QDWLRQV UDFHV DRGNKRIPW®&EBE @INRVV -3VDQRy serving: by their piety we taste the

Our CSUan Genty (TS 105 o oo st ety VZHHWOHVY R1 OLIN ZLWK &K
If k about the Christian Identity, Y : " -
" w\;\llle iigﬁ%eaaﬁubeliiversnsolﬁntheerljcl)?clj we cross ourselves over and over again beautiful traditions observed by Copts is to
&KULVW DV D 5HGHHPHU DQcS6H JayRnd in &Y aunjiig gifyptions as it visit monasteries and convents during
words, the Christian identity can be strengthens ~ the™ mind, heart, and thair weekends or weekday breaks: to
VXPPHG XS LQ RQH zRUG FRAVELROEH ORUHRVHU - Ll bt otiakthe aroma o
Belief in the Cross in which there is the Devil's works with it, and it is also the >=~ . . :
IXO,00PHQW RI WKH (FRQ Rripisteg IQU%@%?‘/\%W@FPQS of human spiritual rejuvenation and the wind of the
from the sin and disobedience of Adam, as Iévg Dtrll\la? co\rllquerédQ dg/athp ZeZtLrJo\yedL W Lloe MKGHVIRI RVKH vDLQWYV
well as from the consequences of this sin ’
that blinded the human race after him, +DGHV DQG H[DOWHG PDQ
QDPHO\ FRUUXSWLRQ DQG G H DOWKCOBtic@rihDdoxWiKrHity \
FDXVH Rl WKH H[SXOVLRQ RI WihrbeSYiMicRBRQures) our services, our churches, and our dear

from Paradise, and in him, the entire 'LWKLQ WKH &KULVWLDQ KRPHRWPRE zH ;06 WKH

human race as well, until the Lord Christ ecclesiastical identity of our Coptic Third Feature of our Church is “The

became incarnate as a Servant, a U KR.&R[ KXUFK ZKLEK LQFOXG h@?% Rl XV

SHGHHPHU DQG D &UXFL¢HG,RRH gﬁﬂSWLRQ WR JHQHUDWLF:%{-J UH DUH

&URVV IRU WKH VDNH RI HY%}'I ; Hf?%‘],m of our 7KH /LIJKWKRXVH KHUH UHIH
- \sd Wil |

H
Q 32Q WKH ,QFDUQDWLRQ RI \é{ggKgx {qu{é
\ \ AT ecClesidstical Haentit imit it to
Athanasius the Apostolic, we read that XSULJKWQHVY RI RXU 1D VS

thﬁﬁ%ﬁ[‘jnes and convents are ray;ed
regularly, may they preserve our families,

; . ; _ three only: ,
taking away sin through forgiveness is not ) y . ZRUG 32UWKRGR[" PHDQV WKH X
enough as long as its consequences still First Feature of our Church is “The IDLWK WKRXJKW GRFWULQH D
remain, otherwise we will remain in a state Icon”

. e h
RI GHDWK DQG GHVWUXFWLR®H 28R KHLH UHIHUV not just a structure that distinguishes the

R HYHU\ & -
GHFODUH LQ WKH &UHHG 3«fiiR tha bax MeeR Hablished in the \é\{wrch buﬂla'lng in society, but it is a strong
DQG IRU RXU VDOYDWLROQkoly sattaniett of ria@iage, where there expression of the nature of our faith that

demonstrates His own love toward us, in is a triune union between the bridegroom, the Fathers and past generations have
that while we were still sinners, Christ died the bride, and Christ, “A threefold cord is o :
IRU XV« 5RPDQV QRW TXLFNO\ EURNHQ (PEENEAUSY /paghed us: a pure and

6DLQW )U %LVKR\ .DPHO 63ULHRK®Q RKRARVRVWRP VD\Wondogsaityhy whichig liye in its rites,
$OH[DQGULD VD\V 3&KULVWLBBQWRI ZW WH ROKW UFKH 7 KXAymr, Mohd) Bidyhphe$ 6fQhe saints,
&URVV LV OLNH D EULGH ZL WoasRrx gaints, S&nRRtPe Churc and the 54 the daily Synaxarium, with praises
the Cross is the center of the Christian society, nurtures fear in hearts, and ' ’
believer's life consisting of their faith, encourages and instills the values of VSLUL W XDO VRQJV DQG FKDC
GRFWULQH KLVWRU\ DQG BXOKWKHIRIXVER LIWKIHQ VRX@xpresscgt i@ phpul® QuStowK $lich
FUXFL(¢HG &KULVW  ZKR UR VINingUORNstian karniyGhiaDacgreat role in - a5 dates and guavas on the feast of
EHFDPH WKH RQO\ 2QH WR H padtored Wearel Vvedgcapad,G planning,
guilt of man, and without Him there is no growth, and satisfaction with true love, for 1D\URX] &RSWLF 1HZ <HDU

VDOYDWLRQ IRU DQ\RQH 3¢ VDWLV¢{HG VRXO ORDW KHIRCANR ANCKIRQ N\ the Peast of the
In our Coptic Church, we celebrate the BURYHUEYV %DSWLVP 7KHRSKDQ\ DQG PD(
JHDVW Rl WKH &URVV WZLFecWt Featté bMouriBurch is Our Christian Identity: “The Cross”

%DUDPKDW ODUFK DQG WKH VHERQ&el our Ecclesial Identitv: “The |
RQ 7RXW 6HSWHPEHU HYHH}-I\H—PZ‘{-IOHLV PRQODVWLFL ur ecclesia ean{' e lcon,

. VP \V 7ZH Z
also celebrate Good Friday between these - - the jgewe?, an(J\| tl% Ighthouse”
two days, which precedes the Feast of monasticism began in the land of Egypt by

the fore-fathers who founded the monastic ~ Let us all say: “For to me, to live is
5H.VXUL.JH.FWLRQ E\WZR GD\VOLIH VXFK DV 6W $QWRQ\ W "*yIdH‘|||i " ﬁ\ﬁl)
It is astonishing that we see the sign and ODFDULXVY WKH *UHDW 6W 3DF'-I§ER¥3LX V\?KH

shape of the Cross penetrating our human Great, and many others, tens and Pope Tawadros Il

life on the broadest scale: in engineering, hundreds_of individuals, and from Egypt Pope of Alexandria & Patriach of the
PDWKHPDWLFV ZULWLQJV DFRBXYQWLRYVANYBIHDG WR WKH ZKRGrk: B O G
DQG LQWHUVHFWLRQV  HWFyjhdy h"r%tor){)/tgil@ us K8dQ hundreds of February 2023 ,19
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