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���Ž�ã���Ý�Û�‘ ���”�ó�ç�Á�í�ß�• ���“�©�£�í�à�ß���•�ñ�¯�ã�­ ���Õ�£�‘ ���­�‘�—�Ì�õ�ó���™�ß�Ž�›�ß�• ���é�©�í�ç�· ���Ž�‘�Ž�‘�ß�• ���”�³�•�©�×�í
���ï�Ž�£�ç�ƒ ���ð�—�· ���ò�Ó ���”�ó�ã�ü�³�ù�• ���•�•�©�Ž�ó�Ø�ß�• ���Ê�ó�ã�Ÿ ���å�‡ �����ð�ç�Ì�ã ���å�ã ���”�ã�à�Û�ß�• ���ê�à�ã�£�—
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�����•�•�í�©�÷�•���Ù�à�—�ß���­�»�—�§�ã���½�­�Ë

 (Servants �����á�•�©�§�ß�•���ï�Ž�ç�‘�����“�©�Ž�ó�Ø�ß�•�����ú
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���������û�ý�±�ú :�ú�ù���í�ß�����å�ó�Ì�‘�³�ß�•���«�ó�ã�ü�—�ß�•���á�¿�‘���”�ã�©�§�ß�•���•�Ž�×�Ž�Á�í���•�û�Ž�Ÿ�ã���Ê�ó�³�í�—���‡
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�����ú�ù :�����í�ß�������•�í�õ�à�ô�Ì�ô�Ó
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monasteries and convents that were 
established throughout Egypt, we 
currently only have about sixty in our 
�F�K�X�U�F�K���� �H�L�W�K�H�U�� �L�Q�� �(�J�\�S�W�� �R�U�� �D�E�U�R�D�G����
Monasticism is a jewel in our ecclesial life 
through the fathers of monasteries and the 
�P�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �7�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �O�L�Y�H�� �L�Q��
God’s fear, praying, meditating, studying, 
and serving; by their piety we taste the 
�V�Z�H�H�W�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �O�L�I�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �&�K�U�L�V�W���� �2�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
beautiful traditions observed by Copts is to 
visit monasteries and convents during 
their weekends or weekday breaks; to 
seek blessings and to obtain the aroma of 
spiritual rejuvenation and the wind of the 
�Z�L�O�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�D�L�Q�W�V���� �7�K�H�� �S�U�D�\�H�U�V�� �R�I��
the monasteries and convents are raised 
regularly, may they preserve our families, 
our services, our churches, and our dear 
�K�R�P�H�O�D�Q�G��

Third Feature of  our Church is “The 
Lighthouse”

�7�K�H�� �/�L�J�K�W�K�R�X�V�H�� �K�H�U�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H��
�X�S�U�L�J�K�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I���R�X�U���I�D�L�W�K���D�Q�G���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H�����7�K�H��
�Z�R�U�G���³�2�U�W�K�R�G�R�[�´���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�H���X�S�U�L�J�K�W�Q�H�V�V���R�I��
�I�D�L�W�K���� �W�K�R�X�J�K�W���� �G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���� �,�W�� �L�V��
not just a structure that distinguishes the 
church building in society, but it is a strong 
expression of the nature of our faith that 
the Fathers and past generations have 
preserved until it reached us; a pure and 
wondrous faith by which we live in its rites, 
hymns, icons, biographies of the saints, 
and the daily Synaxarium, with praises, 
�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�� �V�R�Q�J�V���� �D�Q�G�� �F�K�D�Q�W�V���� �:�H�� �D�O�V�R��
express it in some popular customs, such 
as dates and guavas on the feast of 
�1�D�\�U�R�X�]�� ���&�R�S�W�L�F�� �1�H�Z�� �<�H�D�U������ �D�Q�G��
sugarcane and taro on the Feast of the 
�%�D�S�W�L�V�P�����7�K�H�R�S�K�D�Q�\�������D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���P�R�U�H��

Our Christian Identity: “The Cross”

Our Ecclesial Identity: “The Icon, 
the Jewel, and the Lighthouse”

Let us all say: “For to me, to live is 
Christ” (Philippians 1:21)

�³�,�'�(�1�7�,�7�<�´ is an important term that is 
taught in sociology colleges, and it has 
many connotations and meanings: 
national identity, religious, linguistic, 
�O�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���� �D�U�W�L�V�W�L�F���� �H�W�F���� �(�D�F�K�� �W�\�S�H�� �R�I�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\��
�G�H�¿�Q�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�¶�V�� �O�L�I�H���� �D�Q�G��
describes their spatial, temporal, and 
�H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �D�I�¿�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���� �5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�� �L�V�� �Y�H�U�\��
broad and interesting in explaining the 
origins of groups comprising tribes, 
�S�H�R�S�O�H�V�����Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����U�D�F�H�V�����D�Q�G���K�R�P�H�O�D�Q�G�V��

Our Christian Identity (The Cross)
If we speak about the Christian Identity, 

it will include all believers of the Lord 
�&�K�U�L�V�W���D�V���D���5�H�G�H�H�P�H�U���D�Q�G���6�D�Y�L�R�U�����,�Q���R�W�K�H�U��
words, the Christian identity can be 
�V�X�P�P�H�G�� �X�S�� �L�Q�� �R�Q�H�� �Z�R�U�G���� �³�7�K�H�� �&�U�R�V�V���´��
Belief in the Cross in which there is the 
�I�X�O�¿�O�O�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �(�F�R�Q�R�P�\�� �R�I�� �6�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��
from the sin and disobedience of Adam, as 
well as from the consequences of this sin 
that blinded the human race after him, 
�Q�D�P�H�O�\�����F�R�U�U�X�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���G�H�D�W�K�����6�L�Q���Z�D�V���W�K�H��
�F�D�X�V�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�S�X�O�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �P�D�Q��
from Paradise, and in him, the entire 
human race as well, until the Lord Christ 
became incarnate as a Servant, a 
�5�H�G�H�H�P�H�U���� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �&�U�X�F�L�¿�H�G�� �2�Q�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�&�U�R�V�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�D�N�H���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J����
�,�Q���³�2�Q���W�K�H���,�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���:�R�U�G�´���E�\���6�W����
Athanasius the Apostolic, we read that 
taking away sin through forgiveness is not 
enough as long as its consequences still 
remain, otherwise we will remain in a state 
�R�I�� �G�H�D�W�K�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �2�U���� �D�V�� �Z�H��
�G�H�F�O�D�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�U�H�H�G���� �³�«�Z�K�R�� �I�R�U�� �X�V�� �P�H�Q��
�D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �R�X�U�� �V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�«���´�� �³�%�X�W�� �*�R�G��
demonstrates His own love toward us, in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
�I�R�U���X�V�«�´�����5�R�P�D�Q�V��������10-����

�6�D�L�Q�W�� �)�U���� �%�L�V�K�R�\�� �.�D�P�H�O�� ���3�U�L�H�V�W�� �I�U�R�P��
�$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�U�L�D�����V�D�\�V�����³�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���W�K�H��
�&�U�R�V�V���L�V���O�L�N�H���D���E�U�L�G�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���D���J�U�R�R�P���´���)�R�U��
the Cross is the center of the Christian 
believer’s life consisting of their faith, 
�G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\���� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�H���� �6�R���� �W�K�H��
�F�U�X�F�L�¿�H�G�� �&�K�U�L�V�W���� �Z�K�R�� �U�R�V�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�D�G����
�E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���R�Q�O�\���2�Q�H���W�R���H�U�D�V�H���W�K�H���V�L�Q���D�Q�G��
guilt of man, and without Him there is no 
�V�D�O�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�Q�\�R�Q�H��

In our Coptic Church, we celebrate the 
�)�H�D�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�U�R�V�V�� �W�Z�L�F�H���� �W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�� �R�Q��
�%�D�U�D�P�K�D�W�� ������ ���0�D�U�F�K�� �������� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �V�H�F�R�Q�G��
�R�Q���7�R�X�W�����������6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�����������H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U�����:�H��
also celebrate Good Friday between these 
two days, which precedes the Feast of 
�5�H�V�X�U�U�H�F�W�L�R�Q���E�\���W�Z�R���G�D�\�V��

It is astonishing that we see the sign and 
shape of the Cross penetrating our human 
life on the broadest scale: in engineering, 
�P�D�W�K�H�P�D�W�L�F�V���� �Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J�V���� �D�F�F�R�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �W�U�D�I�¿�F����
�D�Q�G�� �L�Q�W�H�U�V�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���� �H�W�F���� �(�Y�H�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�O�\��

prophet David illustrated the image of the 
Cross in the words of his psalms when he 
said, “He has not dealt with us according 
to our sins, nor punished us according to 
�R�X�U���L�Q�L�T�X�L�W�L�H�V�����)�R�U���D�V���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�H�Q�V���D�U�H���K�L�J�K��
above the earth, so great is His mercy 
�W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �I�H�D�U�� �+�L�P���´�� ���W�K�H�� �Y�H�U�W�L�F�D�O��
�S�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�U�R�V�V������ �³�$�V�� �I�D�U�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�D�V�W�� �L�V��
from the west, so far has He removed our 
�W�U�D�Q�V�J�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �X�V�´�� ���W�K�H�� �K�R�U�L�]�R�Q�W�D�O��
�S�R�V�W���R�I���W�K�H���&�U�R�V�V�������3�V�D�O�P������������������-����

In addition to the fact that the Cross is 
the sign of faith and our religious identity, 
we cross ourselves over and over again 
every day and in all our life situations as it 
strengthens the mind, heart, and 
�F�R�Q�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H���� �0�R�U�H�R�Y�H�U���� �Z�H�� �U�H�V�L�V�W�� �W�K�H��
Devil’s works with it, and it is also the 
trusted guardian in situations of human 
�Z�H�D�N�Q�H�V�V���� �,�Q�� �V�X�P�P�D�U�\���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�J�Q�� �R�I��
love that conquered death, destroyed 
�+�D�G�H�V�����D�Q�G���H�[�D�O�W�H�G���P�D�Q���K�L�J�K�H�U��

Our Coptic Orthodox Identity 
(Three Symbolic Features)

�:�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\�����Z�H���¿�Q�G���W�K�H��
ecclesiastical identity of our Coptic 
�2�U�W�K�R�G�R�[���&�K�X�U�F�K�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���D�O�O���R�I���X�V��
�I�U�R�P�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H��
many symbolic features of our 
ecclesiastical identity, so I will limit it to 
three only:

First Feature of  our Church is “The 
Icon”

�7�K�H�� �,�F�R�Q�� �K�H�U�H�� �U�H�I�H�U�V�� �W�R�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �&�R�S�W�L�F��
family that has been established in the 
holy sacrament of marriage, where there 
is a triune union between the bridegroom, 
the bride, and Christ, “A threefold cord is 
�Q�R�W�� �T�X�L�F�N�O�\�� �E�U�R�N�H�Q�´�� ���(�F�F�O�H�V�L�D�V�W�H�V�� ��������������
�6�W���� �-�R�K�Q���&�K�U�\�V�R�V�W�R�P���V�D�\�V���� �³�)�D�P�L�O�\�� �L�V���W�K�H��
�L�F�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�X�U�F�K���´���7�K�X�V�����D���V�W�U�R�Q�J���I�D�P�L�O�\��
fosters saints, serves the Church and the 
society, nurtures fear in hearts, and 
encourages and instills the values of 
�U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�� �O�L�I�H�� �L�Q�� �V�R�X�O�V���� �,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�H��
living Christian family has a great role in 
pastoral care, education, planning, 
growth, and satisfaction with true love, for 
�³�$�� �V�D�W�L�V�¿�H�G�� �V�R�X�O�� �O�R�D�W�K�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �K�R�Q�H�\�F�R�P�E�´��
���3�U�R�Y�H�U�E�V��������������

Second Feature of  our Church is 
“The Jewel”

�7�K�H���-�H�Z�H�O���L�V���P�R�Q�D�V�W�L�F�L�V�P�����$�V���Z�H���N�Q�R�Z����
monasticism began in the land of Egypt by 
the fore-fathers who founded the monastic 
�O�L�I�H���� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �6�W���� �$�Q�W�R�Q�\�� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�D�W���� �6�W����
�0�D�F�D�U�L�X�V�� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�D�W���� �6�W���� �3�D�F�K�R�P�L�X�V�� �W�K�H��
Great, and many others, tens and 
hundreds of individuals, and from Egypt 
�P�R�Q�D�V�W�L�F�L�V�P�� �V�S�U�H�D�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G����
Although history tells us about hundreds of 
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