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The Glorious Nativity

A New Covenant
Bishop Youssef

Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the
Southern United States

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ is
a new beginning, a New Testament, a New
Covenant, and a new era. It is the beginning
of the revelation of prophecies that directed
those living under the Old Covenant toward
a far more superior New Covenant. The
spiritual signiﬁcance of this major biblical and
historic event marked the beginning of a New
Covenant which established a new and better
relationship between Godand man (Heb9:15;
Heb 8:6,7). It is no longer exclusive to God
and Israel (Gen 17:7), but it is now accessible
to any person who will receive the Son of
God (John 1:12,13). The temporary effect
of the Old Covenant and the conditional
demands upon the Israelites’ obedience of
the Law (Deut 31:16,17) were exchanged for
eternal life through the New Covenant (Heb
13:20,21). The New Covenant offers hope
for eternal life, whereas the Old Covenant
falters and cannot save. Salvation attained
through the Savior is evinced through the
New Covenant. This is the Covenant of love,
hope, forgiveness, and salvation. “The LORD
has appeared of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have
loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore
with lovingkindness I have drawn you™ (Jer

31:3).

The Old Covenant mandated the slaughter

of specificanimals. Abraham cut the carcasses
in half, but only God walked the blood path
(Gen 15). Usually, both parties walked the
blood path, symbolic of the consequences if
theagreementwasviolated. Itisnoteworthy to
empbhasize that this deliberate act of only God
walking the blood path meant that only God

would pay with His own blood if Abraham or
his descendents violated this treaty. By His
obedience and submission to be slaughtered
upon the wood of the holy cross, Jesus, the
Incarnate Son of God—the Lamb of God,
instituted the New Covenant by walking the
blood path Himself (Isa 63:2,3).

"But they were not sprinkled with "scarlet
wool," nor yet "with hyssop." Why was this?
Because the cleansing was not bodily but
spiritual, and the blood was spiritual. How?
It flowed not from the body of irrational
animals, but from the Body prepared by
the Spirit. With this blood not Moses but
Christ sprinkled us, through the word
which was spoken; "This is the blood of the
New Testament, for the remission of sins."
This word, instead of hyssop, having been
dipped in the blood, sprinkles all. And there
indeed the body was cleansed outwardly, for
the purifying was bodily; but here, since the
purifying is spiritual, it enters into the soul,
and cleanses it, not being simply sprinkled
over, but gushing forth in our souls. The
initiated understand what is said. And in their
case indeed one sprinkled just the surface;
but he who was sprinkled washed it off again;
for surely he did not go about continually
stained with blood. But in the case of the soul
it is not so, but the blood is mixed with its
very substance, making it vigorous and pure,
and leading it to the very unapproachable
beauty." St. John Chrysostom

May the glorious Nativity Feast inspire us
to devote our lives to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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