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The Nativity of Christ: A new covenant

The birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ marks the beginning of a New
Covenant between God and man, a
covenant previously and purposefully
foreshadowed and prepared for by a
prior covenant. In order to understand
and appreciate the New Covenant that
God has instituted with humanity, it is
necessary to take a close look at the old
one.

The Old Covenant was
between God and Israel: "And | will
establish My covenant between Me and
you and your descendants after you in
their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and your
descendants after you" (Genesis 17:7).
The New Covenant, however, is
established between God and any
person who will receive the Son of God:
"But as many as received Him, to them
He gave the right to become children of
God, to those who believe in His name
who were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God (John 1:12,13).

The OIld Covenant was
temporary, and conditioned upon the
Israelites’ obedience of the law. God
foretold to Moses that this covenant
would not last, but soon broken. On the
other hand, the New Covenant is
designed for the eternal life as explained

by St. Paul: " through the blood of the
everlasting covenant” (Heb 13:20). In
the Old Covenant, there was no hope of
eternal life for a person who broke any
of the prescribed laws. In that sense, the
law could not bring salvation nor justify
anyone. All it could do was teach people
the need for salvation by a Savior and
by His grace granted henceforth. In
contrast, in the New Testament, we are
justified and sanctified by the work of
our Lord Jesus Christ through the Holy
Spirit.

While the Old Covenant was
written on two tablets of stone, the New
Covenant is an Covenant written on our
hearts by the Holy Spirit who dwells in
us "l will put my laws into their minds,
and | wil write them on their
hearts" (Heb 8:10). Through the New
Covenant we have received the
forgiveness of our sins: "For | will be
merciful to their iniquities, and | will
remember their sins no more" (Heb
8:12). The Old Covenant revealed the
holiness of God in the righteous
standard of the Mosaic Law and
promised the coming of the Redeemer,
but the New Covenant has shown the
holiness of God in the righteousness of
His Son, making the The Old Covenant
obsolete: "When He said, 'A New
Covenant,, He has made the first

obsolete. But whatever is becoming
obsolete and growing old is ready to
disappear" (Heb 8:13).

Let us praise the Lord with the
angels for His birth and the
establishment of the New Covenant
saying: "Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, goodwill toward men."
May the Glorious Feast of the Nativity
bless us and alert us to rededicate our
hearts and lives to the New Covenant
with our Lord Jesus Christ.

By H.G. Bishop Youssef

Referred to as “pdyor” (magoi) in Greek, or
Magi in English, the wise men remain a
mystery as to who they were. However,
they offer us a wonderful lesson on the
importance of service at Christmas.

The Magi are often depicted in the nativity
scene on the night of Christ's birth,
although it is highly likely that they arrived
much later. As proof of this biblical
scholars point to Our Lord being referred
to as a child (Mt 2:8,9) as opposed to a
baby (Lk 2:16) and that they came to a
house (Mt 2:11). They also refer to King
Herod ordering the massacre of the

Keraza Terminology
Wise Men from the East

children of Bethlehem aged up to two
years old (Mt 2:16), something which St
John Chrysostom uses to explain that the
wise men most likely arrived two years
after the birth of Christ.

Their number is also unknown, in some
Christian traditions they are as many as

twelve. However, traditionally they
depicted as three because of the number
of gifts offered: gold, myrrh, and

frankincense. Tradition also gives them
names: Melchoir, Caspar and Balthazar,
although one or more of these names vary
from one Christian denomination to

another. It is also suggested that they
were from three different places although
they travelled together from one place and
were old, middle aged and young.
Collectively the Magi represent the
gentiles who accepted Christ, as opposed
to the Jews who rejected Him. They
symbolise the working faith because they
read and believed, but also travelled and
toiled to find Christ. Through their gifts
they remind us of the importance of
generosity, which is honest and sincere.

Sayings of the Fathers

’ Twitter @ a glance

Bishop Angaelos @BishopAngaelos

A beautiful life is not without trouble, struggle or
even failure, but has at its core a firm
understanding of true #joy in the #eternal.

Explore God @exploregod

Be the kind of #friend about whom others say they
were reminded of #Christ because of you.
#ExploreGod

Early Church Fathers @Early Church

"Therefore He put on a body, so that in the body He
might find death and blot it out." - St. Athanasius
#Advent

Orthodox Pupil @OrthodoxPupil

"Rest assured and do not think too much about any
matter. Leave it to God who is in control." — H.H.
Pope Kyrillos VI

St. Gregory the Theologian
‘He it is who comes to His
own Image and takes our
nature, for the good of our
nature, and unites Himself to
an intelligent soul, for the good
of my soul, to purify like by
like. He takes to Himself all
that is human, except for sin.
One Being made of two
contrary elements, flesh and
spirit. Spirit gave Divinity, and
flesh received it. He who
makes rich is made poor. He
takes on the poverty of my
flesh, that | may gain the
riches of his divinity.”

Edited by HG Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop in the United Kingdom

St. John Chrysostom
“Behold a new and wondrous
mystery. My ears resound to
the Shepherd’s song, piping
no soft melody, but chanting
full forth a heavenly hymn.
The Angels sing. The
Archangels blend their voice in
harmony. The Cherubim hymn
their  joyful praise. The
Seraphim exalt His glory. All
join to praise this holy feast,
beholding the Godhead here
on earth, and man in heaven.
He Who is above, now for our
redemption dwells here below;
and he that was lowly is by
divine mercy raised.”











