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Jonah - "The Lord, his God"

H.G Bishop Youssef
Bishop of the Diocese of Southern United States

Jonah, according to Hebrew
tradition, was the son of the widow, whom
Elijah, the prophet, raised from the dead at
Zarephath of Sidon (Il Kings 17: 10-24). He
was a prophet in the Northern Kingdom of
Israel around 825-784 BC. Therefore, Jonah
prophesied during the reign of Jeroboam I,
the King of Samaria (Il Kings 14:25).

The Holy Book of Jonah in the Old
Testament tells the familiar story of Jonah,
the fleeing prophet. This is a story of a
legendary character with a nature similar to
our own. Jonah, a contemporary of the
prophet Amos, had faults, shortcomings, and
weaknesses. The Lord chose him despite his
faults and used his weaknesses to make him
stronger. The Lord worked through him, in
him, and with him to give him guidance,
teach him and benefit him mentally and
spiritually.

Despite God was displeased with
Jonah's defiance, He sent Jonah a place of

safekeeping and protection in his oppression.
Why did God love Jonah?  Perhaps the
answer lies within the belly of the great fish
that swallowed him. The fish was Jonah's
shelter and not a punishment. It would take a
very wise man to rationalise this message
under these dire circumstances. He was
given a place of safekeeping not death. For
three days and three nights he remained in
the belly of the whale. Perhaps God loved
Jonah for his inspiring faith while captive in
the fish, for calling upon the Lord in his
affliction and his trust in the Unseen.

Jonah is a symbol of our
weaknesses, which can also help to make us
stronger. As the billows and waves of life also
encompass us, let us follow Jonah's example
and trust in the Lord. Jonah's example of
blessing the circumstances and having faith
preserved his life. The great fish can come
in many disguises in the contemporary world
of today. As Christians we need to take on

this spirit of wondrous faith and assurance of
the Unseen.

Our God is long-suffering and does
not hastily abandon or become angry with
those servants who fall by the wayside. Let
us pray that we will all learn many lessons
from Jonah's example inside the belly of the
whale. Let us draw closer to the Lord "his"
God realising through his Biblical example
that this also makes Him the Lord "our" God.

St. Basil the Great

“Remember the mercies of God and how He
cures you by the pouring of oil and wine. Do
not despair of salvation. Recall your
memory of how it is written in the Scriptures,
that he who has fallen rises, and he who
turns away returns; the wounded one is
healed, the prey of wild beasts escapes; he
who confesses his sin is not rejected. The
Lord does not desire the death of a sinner
but rather that he should turn and live.”

St. Anthony the Great
‘My son, do not stray away from God

Sayings of the Fathers

seeking what is perishable; but rather
remember what you have decided in the time
of your fervour, and do not forget the seal by
which you were purified before. Remember
the tears of repentance, and the prayers that
were raised on your behalf, and flee from the
evil thoughts lest you be lost. My son, leave
your bed every night, and wet your
bedclothes with your tears, and supplicate to
the Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins, your renewal, and for help in the
good deeds so that you may inherit His
eternal heavenly kingdom.”

St. John Chrysostom

“Let us hasten towards repentance, the
promise of the Kingdom, the laver of sins, the
mother of salvation. Repentance, the
persecution of the devil, the snare for the
demons. O repentance, for which Jonah the
prophet fled from the face of God, so that he
would not be shown a false preacher of
death at the turning back of God's fatal
condemnation. For you, therefore, met the
command of God against the Ninevites, and
turned it back, springing forth an uncorrupted
spring of life for the Ninevites.”

Keraza Terminology

y Twitter @ a glance

Bishopraphaeil @Bishopraphaelan

We have to carry the spirit of humility in us, feel that we
are nothing because of our sins and through Christ our
sins have been forgiven.

Bishop Angaelos (@ BishopAngaelos

#Christianity explained makes little rational sense, but fully
lived, expresses powerful #love, #forgiveness and
sacrifice, touching hearts.

Orthodox Pupil @OrthodoxPupil

"A drop of tears is equivalent to the cleansing bath of
Baptism, and a painful cry in repentance brings back the
grace of the Holy Spirit which had, before that time,
departed for a while." — St. Gregory the Theologian.

Early Church Fathers @Early_Church

"Oh that You would enter my heart and make it intoxicated,
so that | might forget all woes and embrace You, my only
good" - St. Augustine.

Edited by HG Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop in the United Kingdom

The great city of Nineveh
today lies as a great ruin on the
eastern bank of the Tigris River.
Stretching some 30 miles and
having an average breadth of 10
miles or more from the river back
towards the eastern hills, it was the
largest city of the ancient world for
nearly fifty years and became the
capital of the Assyrian Empire.
Nineveh is first mentioned in Gen
10:11, "From that Land he (Nimrod)
went to Assyria and built Nineveh."

Nineveh flourished as
the capital of the Assyrian empire
particularly under King Sennacherib
(2 Ki 19:36), who made Nineveh a
magnificent city (c. 700 BC) and
reigned during the time of
King Hezekiah and the
prophet Isaiah. According to
scripture, Nineveh was also the
place where Sennacherib died at
the hands of his two sons (Isa
37:37).

Jonah describes it as an
"exceedingly great city of three days

journey", whose population at that
time is said to be "more than
120,000". Despite God spared the
city after the people’s change of
heart, fasting and repentance, it is
believed that Nineveh returned to its
evil ways. Both the prophets Nahum
and Zephaniah prophesied its
complete destruction, which came
in 612BC and marked the rise of the
Babylonian Empire. Nineveh is also
the setting of the Book of Tobit.

It's time of repentance is
nevertheless witnessed to by Our
Lord Jesus Christ when He says,
"The men of Nineveh will rise up in
the judgment with this generation
and condemn it, because they
repented at the preaching of Jonah;
and indeed a greater than Jonah is
here" (Mt 12:41).

The meaning of the word
Nineveh itself is obscure, but
scholars believe one possible
meaning is "house or place of fish,"
which is derived from the Aramaic
word "nuna" meaning "fish".












