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The Feast of the Nativity

The Faast of the Maswity, ene of the major Feasts i the Captiz
Orthodox Church & @ hime where Ihe fatrhe gather to
commerrate the ing of our Lord Jesus Chvist, the
Fcarnine Wird, s Ha gt of sabvation 5o & humandty. Though
for many this season becomes  oven od by franic
preparstion for o number of anc testivitie, R the
Coptic Ovthodos faEitul thern 5 & vansly of dessly rosed
adtional praceces that natie Al regadiess o sge o
croumstance, o fully engage I e e mesneg and
signéficance of the wrgin Birth

As the Grgest Chimtian dencreination o the Midle East the
Coptic Orthodox Craeh sates back to the frst century, fourded
by 51 Mark the Apoatie and wrier of the second Gospes A place
u rabuge Tor our Lord in His cikdhood, | is pogrant 1 resine
d this semson that the brthplace of Chrshiandy @ now &
n-m st i rewd of tie hopeful message of e Nainiy. being
mure commenly identriied a5 & regian cvetaken by conflct.

Having said that, however, tha Coplic Orthodox Chaech, among
ather Christian denominations within Egypt snd the Middle East,
continues o bastity ta the presence of our Lod Jesus Chrst,
provaing & soureh of light And s for Ak desple the varcus
chalenges faced

Alang wih oihar Eastern and Onental Orhodox Churchss, the
Faat of tw Mathily  celebrated an the T January avery year
diffaring Frem the Western celetration on the 25 Decesviber, Ths
diflerance it dus 1o the use of the Jdian cakesr in Copbic
Oihesion practice. a5 apposed to he Grégerise caendar used by
the Westem Church Regardioes of this dstinclion howeves, the
e of he celebration is fundamantaly the same, seving as a
jayous reminder to the amival of the Person of our Lord Jesus
hngt as Saviaur to &l who accept Him ino ther lives

A part of sher praparatory and sscelic practice Coptic Orthadas

Twitter @ a glance

Ants Mauses @AnbaMoussa
Pslacn Manceln is an oon of human sy St we
sheuld foliow

Bishop Suril @BishopSurial
Teach ma 1u do Youw wil, For You are my God. Your
Sgitit &5 gecd. Lt me i1 the fand of uprighesess.

Bishap Angaslos @EahapAngas
had e

SEmipl o

Humae  Rights i
Eqpepr Feiease

- b
bltp

sMay c=gu= Church flanSM5¥oo
o MG ghnbald

for
skt 8 bishop of New York and How
England. Ged moss v darece

Harmien Riad fHarmionRiad
The Coptic Church - s¥0ng and fowishing e snd
wsicke of gy Proud 1o be Cople

Fidied By 120 Bishop Angasian.

Crvistians beth in Egypt. #9d sround the world, begn Lo prepare
for the Feaat of the Nathity with & dadcated fast forty three days
pree. Fasting is & grincipal foundation in the ife of he Chseh
anet of the free hundred and sady Ave days of the year, Copls |
Tast bor ower two hundred and tan. The advent fast Gsts for ferty
thres days. forfy of which sgndy the pencd of 1 tha Moses
wated to recene the word of God m e lom of the Ten
Commandmerts, and ihrse commsesr aling hese days fasted oy
Chrstians in Egym which ke to the mirscuious moving of
Mugatiam mourtan.  Liewie, Coplic Chrstans fast n
Dreparmion 19 reean 1he Werd of Gosd

Hymaciogy & Ak 8 core slsment i e Church, and & used (o
=alnbrate fhe various seasons in the Church calandar Tha Feast
o the ety fais af the end of tha Coptic menth of Kiskk, and
Sroughout this montn, all Liturgical and wershep hymealogy B
focused on the birth of our Lord Jesus Chiist. Liurgeal acriot
seasanal. used ta focus on the ol vrginel Beth anc the good
news of Tha amwal o aw Lord Thers are asc exonded prase
and worshin sessians wih ssascnal hymnalogy whch focus on
God's delverance in e O Testyment wilh stoes such as
Mosas’ cressng of the red sss and the Siree young man i B
book of Darsel wha wers delvered from ihe Ny femacs
Hymnology, sing with olher spitual compenants. sseks to haip
worshippens foous on the delierance of sakation Fecugh our
Smviour Jesus Chist

For the Coptc Brthadas community in B Linited Kingdam during
this seasan. and aloguide iradtional Fymrclogy. carcl serices
e sisn Incorporalad inko e calendar ge 9 means of modenm:
day worship, manging ancient practices wih the contemorary.
Al The praisa and worship sessions curng this month are often
considered wa the Mol joyous anc widely colabrated smengsl
Copts. Churchis are vien at full capacity and T Drass sasions
autans undl I ewrly hours of the moming conchadng wih the
Eucharistic Liurgy

Tha ciys of preparation, soent in Liurgiesl prastics and worship
sesaions. draws 10 a dose with ™a chmax of ihe Feast of the
Natvity fseff, which is ceetrated win a midnight Eucharisac
Liurgy on the evening of tha 6" Jaruary Famiy and fends
congregate around tha Euchaisl. the most tangbie mandestation
of cur Lord's saceifica (o, and ke for, mankind to flly appreciate
and racaive e Word Himsed

Tha Lilurgical service e then followad by a fellowikip sl where
haTarrul bragk Bver faet and continue ko rgce i B Naliity in
#apirit of joy and love:

A3 we ceebrate these lestvn days, and spprosch this joyous
Feost let un remember o bislhran i the Middle Easi,
acknawledging that for many milians. of Chetians in the region
thome cays commamarala e bith of the incamate Word, Wha &
atél the sowce of the hope And courags win which they tbe 1l
today. Lat us also remamber all Shose who are n e of 1ha love
and haga at fhe Nathity brings. seeking to be 3 windew inle the
heart of God, whe salflessty gave Himsall 1o us 3l 59 1hat we can
i f1sm share that keve and spmi of reconcilation wih all who we
ancounte:
3,

Gararsl Bishap in the Usite Kissjdos
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