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How Controversies originated at Alexandria through Matters relating to ...

Chapter LXI.—How Controversies originated at Alexandria through Matters relating to
Arius. 3207

In this manner the emperor, like a powerful herald of God, addressed himself by his
own letter to all the provinces, at the same time warning his subjects against superstitious> 2
error, and encouraging them in the pursuit of true godliness. But in the midst of his joyful
anticipations of the success of this measure, he received tidings of a most serious disturbance
which had invaded the peace of the Church. This intelligence he heard with deep concern,
and at once endeavored to devise a remedy for the evil. The origin of this disturbance may
be thus described. The people of God were in a truly flourishing state, and abounding in
the practice of good works. No terror from without assailed them, but a bright and most
profound peace, through the favor of God, encompassed his Church on every side. Meantime,
however, the spirit of envy was watching to destroy our blessings, which at first crept in
unperceived, but soon revelled in the midst of the assemblies of the saints. At length it
reached the bishops themselves, and arrayed them in angry hostility against each other, on
pretense of a jealous regard for the doctrines of Divine truth. Hence it was that a mighty
fire was kindled as it were from a little spark, and which, originating in the first instance in
the Alexandrian church,*%? overspread the whole of Egypt and Libya, and the further
Thebaid. Eventually it extended its ravages to the other provinces and cities of the empire;
so that not only the prelates of the churches might be seen encountering each other in the
strife of words, but the people themselves were completely divided, some adhering to one
faction and others to another. Nay, so notorious did the scandal of these proceedings become,
that the sacred matters of inspired teaching were exposed to the most shameful ridicule in

the very theaters of the unbelievers.

3207  For literature relating to Arianism, compare Literature at the end of article by Schaff, in Smith and Wace,
Dict. 1 (1877), 159, and in the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopcedia, 1, p. 137.

3208 “Demoniacal.” 1709 renders “diabolical.”

3209 It was at Alexandria that the controversy with Arius arose. He was called to account by Alexander of

Alexandria who summoned one council and then another, at which Arius and his followers were excommunicated.
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Concerning the Same Arius, and the Melitians.

Chapter LXII.—Concerning the Same Arius, and the Melitians.>*1°

Some thus at Alexandria maintained an obstinate conflict on the highest questions.
Others throughout Egypt and the Upper Thebaid, were at variance on account of an earlier
controversy: so that the churches were everywhere distracted by divisions. The body therefore
being thus diseased, the whole of Libya caught the contagion; and the rest of the remoter
provinces became affected with the same disorder. For the disputants at Alexandria sent
emissaries to the bishops of the several provinces, who accordingly ranged themselves as
partisans on either side, and shared in the same spirit of discord.

3210 [The Melitians, or Meletians, an obscure Egyptian sect, of whom little satisfactory is recorded.—Bag.]

Compare Blunt, Dict. of Sects, Heresies, &c. (1874), 305-308.
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How Constantine sent a Messenger and a Letter concerning Peace.

Chapter LXIII.—How Constantine sent a Messenger and a Letter concerning Peace.

As soon as the emperor was informed of these facts, which he heard with much sorrow
of heart, considering them in the light of a calamity personally affecting himself, he forthwith
selected from the Christians in his train one whom he well knew to be approved for the

sobriety and genuineness of his faith,>*!!

and who had before this time distinguished himself
by the boldness of his religious profession, and sent him to negotiate peace3212 between the
dissentient parties at Alexandria. He also made him the bearer of a most needful and appro-
priate letter to the original movers of the strife: and this letter, as exhibiting a specimen of
his watchful care over God’s people, it may be well to introduce into this our narrative of

his life. Its purport was as follows.

3211 [Hosius, bishop of Cordova.—Bag.] Hosius had already been for some time a trusted adviser, having
acted for Constantine also in the Donatist matters. Compare on Hosius the full article of Morse in Smith and
Wace.

3212 By “acting as umpire.”
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Constantine's Letter to Alexander the Bishop, and Arius the Presbyter.

Chapter LXIV.—Constantine’s Letter to Alexander the Bishop, and Arius the Presbyter.

“Victor Constantinus, Maximus Augustus, to Alexander and Arius.

“I call that God to witness, as well I may, who is the helper of my endeavors, and the
Preserver of all men, that I had a twofold reason for undertaking that duty which I have
now performed.
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His Continual Anxiety for Peace.

Chapter LXV.—His Continual Anxiety for Peace.

“My design then was, first, to bring the diverse judgments formed by all nations respect-
ing the Deity to a condition, as it were, of settled uniformity; and, secondly, to restore to
health the system of the world, then suffering under the malignant power of a grievous dis-
temper. Keeping these objects in view, I sought to accomplish the one by the secret eye of
thought, while the other I tried to rectify by the power of military authority. For I was aware
that, if I should succeed in establishing, according to my hopes, a common harmony of
sentiment among all the servants of God, the general course of affairs would also experience
a change correspondent to the pious desires of them all.

1274
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That he also adjusted the Controversies which had arisen in Africa.

Chapter LXVI.—That he also adjusted the Controversies which had arisen in Africa.

“Finding, then, that the whole of Africa was pervaded by an intolerable spirit of mad
folly, through the influence of those who with heedless frivolity had presumed to rend the
religion of the people into diverse sects; I was anxious to check this disorder, and could
discover no other remedy equal to the occasion, except in sending some of yourselves to
aid in restoring mutual harmony among the disputants, after I had removed that common
enemy>2!? of mankind who had interposed his lawless sentence for the prohibition of your

holy synods.

3213  [Licinius, whose prohibition of synods is referred to in Bk. 1, ch. 51. The disputes here mentioned are
those between the Catholic Christians and the Donatists, a very violent sect which sprung up in Africa after the

persecution by Diocletian.—Bag:]
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That Religion began in the East.

Chapter LXVII.—That Religion began in the East.

“For since the power of Divine light, and the law of sacred worship, which, proceeding
in the first instance, through the favor of God, from the bosom, as it were, of the East, have
illumined the world, by their sacred radiance, I naturally believed that you would be the
first to promote the salvation of other nations, and resolved with all energy of thought and
diligence of enquiry to seek your aid. As soon, therefore, as I had secured my decisive victory
and unquestionable triumph over my enemies, my first enquiry was concerning that object
which I felt to be of paramount interest and importance.
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Being grieved by the Dissension, he counsels Peace.

Chapter LXVIIL.—Being grieved by the Dissension, he counsels Peace.
“But, O glorious Providence of God! how deep a wound did not my ears only, but my
very heart receive in the report that divisions existed among yourselves more grievous still

than those which continued in that country!3214

so that you, through whose aid I had hoped
to procure a remedy for the errors of others, are in a state which needs healing even more
than theirs. And yet, having made a careful enquiry into the origin and foundation of these
differences, I find the cause to be of a truly insignificant character, and quite unworthy of
such fierce contention. Feeling myself, therefore, compelled to address you in this letter,

and to appeal at the same time to your unanimity3215

and sagacity, I call on Divine Provid-
ence to assist me in the task, while I interrupt your dissension in the character of a minister
of peace. And with reason: for if I might expect, with the help of a higher Power, to be able
without difficulty, by a judicious appeal to the pious feelings of those who heard me, to recall
them to a better spirit, even though the occasion of the disagreement were a greater one,
how can I refrain from promising myself a far easier and more speedy adjustment of this
difference, when the cause which hinders general harmony of sentiment is intrinsically trifling

and of little moment?

3214 [Africa: alluding to the schism of the Donatists.—Bag:.]
3215  Or “mutual.”
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Origin of the Controversy between Alexander and Arius, and that these Questions...

Chapter LXIX.—Origin of the Controversy between Alexander and Arius, and that these
Questions ought not to have been discussed.

I understand, then, that the origin of the present controversy is this. When you, Alexan-
der, demanded of the presbyters what opinion they severally maintained respecting a certain

passage in the Divine law,3216

or rather, I should say, that you asked them something con-
3217 what

ought never to have been conceived at all, or if conceived, should have been buried in pro-

nected with an unprofitable question, then you, Arius, inconsiderately insisted on

found silence. Hence it was that a dissension arose between you, fellowship was with-

drawn,3 218

and the holy people, rent into diverse parties, no longer preserved the unity of
the one body. Now, therefore, do ye both exhibit an equal degree of forbearance,3 219 and
receive the advice which your fellow-servant righteously gives. What then is this advice? It
was wrong in the first instance to propose such questions as these, or to reply to them when
propounded. For those points of discussion which are enjoined by the authority of no law,
but rather suggested by the contentious spirit which is fostered by misused leisure, even
though they may be intended merely as an intellectual exercise, ought certainly to be confined
to the region of our own thoughts, and not hastily produced in the popular assemblies, nor
unadvisedly intrusted to the general ear. For how very few are there able either accurately
to comprehend, or adequately to explain subjects so sublime and abstruse in their nature?
Or, granting that one were fully competent for this, how many people will he convince? Or,
who, again, in dealing with questions of such subtle nicety as these, can secure himself
against a dangerous declension from the truth? It is incumbent therefore on us in these cases
to be sparing of our words, lest, in case we ourselves are unable, through the feebleness of
our natural faculties, to give a clear explanation of the subject before us, or, on the other
hand, in case the slowness of our hearers’ understandings disables them from arriving at an
accurate apprehension of what we say, from one or other of these causes the people be re-
duced to the alternative either of blasphemy or schism.

3216  [The word vépog seems to be commonly used by Eusebius as a general term for Divine revelation; as
we employ the word “Scripture.”—Bag.]

3217  The plain English “stuck to” represents the idea of Heinichen (animo infixisses infixumque teneres) fol-
lowed by Molz (mit unkluger Hartndickigkeit festhieltest). Bag. had “gave utterance to,” and with this Vales., 1709,
and Str. correspond.

3218  Bag,“The meeting of the synod was prohibited.”

3219  On “forgiveness.”
1278
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An Exhortation to Unanimity.

Chapter LXX.—An Exhortation to Unanimity.

“Let therefore both the unguarded question and the inconsiderate answer receive your
mutual forgiveness.>*?” For the cause of your difference has not been any of the leading
doctrines or precepts of the Divine law, nor has any new heresy respecting the worship of
God arisen among you. You are in truth of one and the same judgment:3221 you may

therefore well join in communion and fellowship.

3220 Rendered “forbearance” above.

3221  [The emperor seems at this time to have had a very imperfect knowledge of the errors of the Arian
heresy. After the Council of Nice, at which he heard them fully explained, he wrote of them in terms of decisive
condemnation in his letter to the Alexandrian church. Vide Socrates’ Eccles. Hist., Bk. 1, ch. 9.—Bag.] Neither
at this time nor at any time does Constantine seem to have entered very fully into an appreciation of doctrinal
niceties. Later he was more than tolerant of semi-Arianism. He seems to have depended a good deal on the

“explanations” of others, and to have been led in a somewhat devious path in trying to follow all.
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There should be no Contention in Matters which are in themselves of Little...

Chapter LXXI.—There should be no Contention in Matters which are in themselves of
Little Moment.

“For as long as you continue to contend about these small and very insignificant ques-
tions, it is not fitting that so large a portion of God’s people should be under the direction
of your judgment, since you are thus divided between yourselves. I believe it indeed to be
not merely unbecoming, but positively evil, that such should be the case. But I will refresh
your minds by a little illustration, as follows. You know that philosophers, though they all
adhere to one system, are yet frequently at issue on certain points, and differ, perhaps, in
their degree of knowledge: yet they are recalled to harmony of sentiment by the uniting
power of their common doctrines. If this be true, is it not far more reasonable that you, who
are the ministers of the Supreme God, should be of one mind respecting the profession of
the same religion? But let us still more thoughtfully and with closer attention examine what
I have said, and see whether it be right that, on the ground of some trifling and foolish verbal
difference between ourselves, brethren should assume towards each other the attitude of
enemies, and the august meeting of the Synod be rent by profane disunion, because of you
who wrangle together on points so trivial and altogether unessential? This is vulgar, and
rather characteristic of childish ignorance, than consistent with the wisdom of priests and
men of sense. Let us withdraw ourselves with a good will from these temptations of the
devil. Our great God and common Saviour of all has granted the same light to us all. Permit
me, who am his servant, to bring my task to a successful issue, under the direction of his
Providence, that I may be enabled, through my exhortations, and diligence, and earnest
admonition, to recall his people to communion and fellowship. For since you have, as I said,
but one faith, and one sentiment respecting our religion, and since the Divine commandment
in all its parts enjoins on us all the duty of maintaining a spirit of concord, let not the cir-
cumstance which has led to a slight difference between you, since it does not affect the
validity of the whole, cause any division or schism among you. And this I say without in
any way desiring to force you to entire unity of judgment in regard to this truly idle question,
whatever its real nature may be. For the dignity of your synod may be preserved, and the
communion of your whole body maintained unbroken, however wide a difference may exist
among you as to unimportant matters. For we are not all of us like-minded on every subject,
nor is there such a thing as one disposition and judgment common to all alike. As far, then,
as regards the Divine Providence, let there be one faith, and one understanding among you,
one united judgment in reference to God. But as to your subtle disputations on questions
of little or no significance, though you may be unable to harmonize in sentiment, such dif-
ferences should be consigned to the secret custody of your own minds and thoughts. And
now, let the preciousness of common affection, let faith in the truth, let the honor due to
God and to the observance of his law continue immovably among you. Resume, then, your
mutual feelings of friendship, love, and regard: restore to the people their wonted embracings;
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There should be no Contention in Matters which are in themselves of Little...

and do ye yourselves, having purified your souls, as it were, once more acknowledge one
another. For it often happens that when a reconciliation is effected by the removal of the
causes of enmity, friendship becomes even sweeter than it was before.
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The Excess of his Pious Concern caused him to shed Tears, and his Intended...

Chapter LXXII.—The Excess of his Pious Concern caused him to shed Tears; and his In-
tended Journey to the East was postponed because of These Things.

“Restore me then my quiet days, and untroubled nights, that the joy of undimmed light,
the delight of a tranquil life, may henceforth be my portion. Else must I needs mourn, with
constant tears, nor shall I be able to pass the residue of my days in peace. For while the
people of God, whose fellow-servant I am, are thus divided amongst themselves by an un-
reasonable and pernicious spirit of contention, how is it possible that I shall be able to
maintain tranquillity of mind? And I will give you a proof how great my sorrow has been
on this behalf. Not long since I had visited Nicomedia, and intended forthwith to proceed
from that city to the East. It was while I was hastening towards you, and had already accom-
plished the greater part of the distance, that the news of this matter reversed my plan, that
I might not be compelled to see with my own eyes that which I felt myself scarcely able even
to hear. Open then for me henceforward by your unity of judgment that road to the regions
of the East which your dissensions have closed against me, and permit me speedily to see
yourselves and all other peoples rejoicing together, and render due acknowledgment to God
in the language of praise and thanksgiving for the restoration of general concord and liberty
to all.”
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The Controversy continues without Abatement, even after the Receipt of This...

Chapter LXXIII.—The Controversy continues without Abatement, even after the Receipt
of This Letter.
In this manner the pious emperor endeavored by means of the foregoing letter to pro-

3222+ whom it was intrusted

mote the peace of the Church of God. And the excellent man
performed his part not merely by communicating the letter itself, but also by seconding the
views of him who sent it; for he was, as I have said, in all respects a person of pious character.
The evil, however, was greater than could be remedied by a single letter, insomuch that the
acrimony of the contending parties continually increased, and the effects of the mischief
extended to all the Eastern provinces. These things jealousy and some evil spirit who looked

with an envious eye on the prosperity of the Church, wrought.

3222 [Hosius of Cordova, mentioned above, ch. 63.—Bag.]
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