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A, D. 324.] HERESY OF ARIUS, 5

CHAP, IV.—WAR ARISES BETWEEN CONSTANTINE AND LICINIUS
ON ACCOUNT OF THE CHRISTIANS.

By this perfidy he drew upon himself the emperor Constan-
tine's heaviest displeasure ; and the pretended treaty of friend-
ghip having been so flagrantly violated, it was not long be-
fore they took up arms against each other as declared enemies,
After several engagements both by sea and Jand, Licinius was
at last untterly defested pear Chrysopolis in Bithynia, a port
of the Chalcedonians, and surrendered himself to Constantine ;
who having taken him alive, treated him with the utmost
humanity, and would by no means punt him. to death, but
ordered him to take up his abode and live in tranquillity at
Thessalonica. He could not however remain insactive ; ahd
having in a short time managed to collect some barbarian
mercenaries, he made an effort to repair his Iate disaster by a
fresh appeal to arms : and the emperor, being made acquainted
with his proceedings, directed that he ahould be slain. On
this being carried into effect, Constantine became possessed of

6 the sole dominion, and was accordingly procisimed sovereign
Autocrat ;! a circumstance which secured to Christians the
peaceful profession of their faith,—this monarch seeking still,
n g varisty of ways, to promote their welfare. But unhap-
pily this ‘state of repose was of short duration, owing to dia-
sensions among themselves, ihe nature and origin of which I
shall now endeavour to describe.

CHAP. V.—THE DISPUTE OF ARIUS WITH ALEXANDER HIS
BISHOP.

ArTER Peter bishop of Alexandria had suffered martyrdom
under Diocletian, Achilles was installed in the episcopal office,
whom Alexander suceeeded, during the period of peace above
referred to. He, in the fearless exarcise of his functions for
the instruction aad government of the Church, attempted one
day, in the presence of the presbytery and the rest of his
clergy, to explain, with perhaps too philosophical minnteness,
that great theological mystery—the UN1TY of the Holy Trinily.
A certain one of the presbyters under his jurisdiction; whose

! Bee Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, chap. xiv, sub fin.
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name was Arius, possessed of no inconsiderable logical acu-
men, imagining that the bishop entertained the same view of
this subject as Sabellivs the Libyan,! controverted his state-
ments with excessive pertivacity, advancing another error
which was directly opposed indeed to that which he supposed
himself called upon to refute. “If” said he, *the Father
begat the Son, he that was begotten had a beginning of exiat-
ence: and from this it is evident, that there was a 1ime when
the Son was not in being. It therefore necessarily follows,
that he had his existence® from nothing.”

.CHAP, VI.—DivisioN BEGINE IN THE CHURCH FROM THIS

CONTROVERSY; AND ALEXANDER BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA EX-
COMMUNICATES ARIUS AND HI1S ADHERENTS,

Havmve drawn this inference from his novel train of reason-

-ing, he excited many to a consideration of ihe guestion; and

thus from a little spark a large fire was kindled: for the evil
which commenced in the Church at Alexandria, ran through-
out all Egypt, Libya, and the Upper Thebes, and at length
diffused itself over the rest of the provinces and cities, Many
others also adopted the opinion of Ariua; but Eusebius in
particular was a zealous defender of it: not he of Cmsarea?
bat the one who had before been bishop of the Church at
Berytus, and wha then in the surreptitious possession of the
bishopric of Nicomedia in Bithyria. When Alexander be-
came ponscious of the spreed of this leaven, both from his own
observation and report, being exasperated to the highest de-
gree, he convened a council of many prelates ; and having ex-
communicated Arius and the abettors of his heresy, he wrote
as follows to the bishops constituted in the several cities.

THE EYISTLE OF ALEXANDER BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA,

“To our beloved and most honoured fellow-ministers of the
CamIﬂic Church everywhere, Alexander sends greeting in
the Lord.

! 80 called because he was bishop of an African see.

? dwioeraow. This word is used almost indiscriminately with the term
otwin, as for example, in the Nicene Creed, given at length in chap, viii.,
where cecur the words twoordoswe & odoiag. See the note in Ham-
mond's edition of the Canona, (Qxford, 1843,) pp. 12—14.

3 That is, Ensebing Pamphilus, the Ecelesiastical Historian,
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¥ “Inasmuch as the Catholic Church is one body, and we are
commanded in the Holy Scriptures to maintain the bond of
unanimity and peace ;! it consequently becomes us to write,
and motually acquaint one another with the condition of
thinga among each of us, in order that if one member suffers
or rejoices, we may either sympathize with each other, or
rejoice together? Know therefore that there have recently
arisen in our diocese lawless and anti-christian men, teaching
apostasy such as one may justly consider and denominate the
forerunner of Antichrist. I wished indeed to consign thig
disorder to eilence, that if possible the evil might be confined
to the apostates alone ; and lest going forth into other districts,
it should contaminate the ears of some of the simple. But
since Eusebius, who, after deserting his charge at Berytus,
and assuming with impunity the episcopal anthority over the
Church at Nicomedia, seems to imagine that the affairs of the
Church are under his control, has undertaken the patronage of
theee apostates, daring even to send eommendatory lettera in
‘all directions concerning them, if by any means he might in-
veigle some of the ignorant into his wost impious and anti-
christian heresy ; I felt imperatively called on to be silent no
longer, knowing what is written in the law, but to inform you
all of these things, that yo might understand both who the
apoetates are, and also the execrable character of their heresy.
1 am constrained at the eame time to warn you to pay no at-
tention to his communications, if Eunsebius should write to
you ; for now wishing torenew his former malevolence, which
seemed to have been buried in oblivion by time, he affects to
wiite in their behalf; while the fact itself plainly shows that
he does this for the promotion of hiz own purposes, These
then are those who have become apostates ;—Aring, Achillas,
Afthales, and Carpones, another Arins, Sarthates, Euzoius,
Luciug, Julisn, Menas, Helladius, and Gaiva; with these also
must be reckoned Secundus and Theonas, who once were
called bishops. The dogmas they assert in utter contrariety
to the Secriptures, and wholly of their own devising, are these:
—that God was not always a father, but that there was &
period when he wsaa not a father ; that the Word of God was

! He alludes to Eph. iv. 3. .
lsLSee the argument of 3t. Paul to the Corinthiang at length, 1 Cor. Xii.
27.
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not from eternity, but was made out of pothing; for that the
ever-existing God (the I AM—the eternal One) made him,
who did not previously exist, out of nothing. Thus they con-.
clude there was a time when be did not exist, inasmuch as,
according to their philesophy, the Son is & creature and a work 3
that he is peither like the Father as i regqrds kis essence, nor
is by mature either the Father’s true Word, or true Wisdom,
but indeed one of his worka and creatures, being erroneously:
called Word and Wisdom, since he was himself made by God’s
own Word and the Wisdom which is in Ged, whereby God
both made all things and him alse. ¢ Wherefore,” say they,
*he is as to his nature mutiable and susceptible of change, as
all other rational creatures are: hence the Word is alien to
and other than the essence of God; and the Father is in-
explicable by the Son, and invisible to him, for neither dops
the SBon perfectly and accurately know the Kather, neither
can he distinetly see him. The Son knows not the nature of
his own easence: for he was made on our account, in order
that God might creste ns by him, a3 by an instrument;
nor would he ever have existed, unless (zod had wished to
create us” Some one accordingly ssked them whether the
Word of God could be changed, as the devil has been ? and
they foared not to say, ‘ Yes, he could; for being begoiten
and created, he is susceptible of change.” We then, with the
bishops of Egypt and Libys, being assembled together to the
number of nearly a hundred, have anathematized Arins for his
ehameless avowal of these heresies, together with all such as
have countenanced them. Yet the partisans of Eusebins have
received them ; endeavouring to blend falsehood with truth,
and that which is impions with what is sacred. But they shall
not prevail, for the truth must triumph; and light has no
fellowship with darkness, nor has Christ any concord with
Belial. Who ever heard asuch blasphemies? or what man of
any piety is there now hearing them that ia not horror-struck,
and stops his ears, lest the filth of these expressiona should
pollute his sense of hearing? Who that hears John saying,
‘In the beginning was the Word," doea not condemn those
that dare affirm there was a period when the Word was not ?
or who hearing in the gospel of ¢ the only-begotten Son,” and
that ‘all things were made by him,” will not abhor those that
pronounce the Son to be cne of the things made? But how
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can He be put on u level with, or regerded as ome of, the
things which were made by himself 7 Or how can he be the
only-begotten, if he is reckoned among created things? And
how could he have had his exisience from non-entities, since
the Father bas paid, ‘ My heart has indited a good matter’
(Ps. xlv, 1}; and ‘I begat thee out of my bosom before the
dawn’ (Pa. ex. 3; see LXX, quoted from Ps. Ixxzii). Or
how is he unlike the Father in essence, who is ¢ his perfect
image,’ (Col, i, 15,) and * the brightness of bis glory’ (Heb. i,
3); he himself also declaring, ¢ He that hath seen e, hath
seen the Father’'? Agpsain, how is the Son the Word and
Wisdom of God, if there was a period when he did not ex-
ist? for that is equivalent to their saying, that Giod was once
destitnte both of Word and Wisdom. How can he be muta-
ble and suseeptible of change, who says of himself, ‘I am in
the Father, and the Father in me’ (John xiv. 10); and ¢ I
and the Father are one’ {John x, 30); and agsin by the pro-
phet, (Mal. iii. 6,) “ Behold me because I am, and have not
changed’? But if any one may also apply the expression to
the Father himself, yet would it now be even more fitly said
of the Word ; because he was not changed by having becomes
man, but, as the apostle says, (Heb. xiii. 8,) ¢ Jesus Chriat, the
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever” DBut what could per-
suade them to say that he was made on our account, when
Paul has expressly declared, (Heb, ii. 10,) that ¢all things are
for him, and by him’? One need not wonder then indeed at
their blasphemous assertion, that the Son does not perfectly
know the Father ; for having once determined to fight against
Christ, they reject even the words of the Lord himself, when
be Bays, (John x. 15,) ‘As the Father knows me, even so
know I the Father' If therefore the Father but partially
knows the Son, it 3 manifest that the Son also knows the
- Father but in part. But if it would be impious to affirm this,
and it be admitted that the Father perfectly knoows the Sun,
it is evident that as the Father knows his own Word, so also
does the Word know his own Father, whose Word heis. And
we, by stating these things, and unfolding the divine Serip-
tnres, have often confuted them: but again as chameleons
they were changed, striving io apply to themselves that which
is written, (Prov. xviii. 8; LXX,} When the ungodly has
sreached the depths of iniguity, he becomes contemptuous.
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Many heresies have arisen before these, which, exceeding all
bounds in impious daring, have lapsed into complete infatu-
ation: but these persons, by attempting in all their discourses
to subvert the Divinity of THE WORD, as having made » nearer
approach to Antichrist, have comparatively lessened the odium
of former heresies, Wherefore they have been publicly re-
pudiated by the Church, and anathematized. We are indeed
grieved on account of the perdition of these persons, and
especially 80 because, after having been previously instructed
in the doctrines of the Church, they have now spostatized
from them. Nevertheless we are not greatly surprised at this,
for Hymenaus and Philetus (2 Tim. ii. 17, 18) fell in like
manner ; and before them Judas, who, though he had been a
follower of the Saviour, yet afterwards deserted him and be-
came his betrayer. Nor were we without premonition re-
epacting these very persons: for the Lord himself forewarned
us, {Matt. xxiv. 4,) * Take heed that no man deceive you: for
many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ: and shall
deceive many’ (Luke xxi, 8); and, * the time is at hand ; go
yo not therefore after them.! And Paul, having Jearned these
things from the Saviour, wrote, (1 Tim. iv. 1,) * That in the
latter times some should apostatize from the faith, giving heed
to deceiving apirits, and doctrines of devils,” who pervert the
truth. Seeing then that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
has himself enjoined this, and has slso by the apostle given
us intimation respecting such men, we, having ourselves heard
their impisty, have in consequence anathematized them, as
we before said, and declared them to be alienated from the
Catholic Church and faith, Moreover we have intimated thia
to your piety, beloved and most honoured fellow-ministers,
in order that ye might neither receive any of them, if they
should presume to come to you, nor be induced to put con-
fidence in Eusebius, or any other who may write to you about -
them. For it is incumbent on ue who are Christians, to with-
draw ourselves from all those who speak or entertain a thought
against Christ, a8 from those who are resisting God, and are
destroyers of the souls of men : neither does it become us even
*to salute such men,’ (2 John 10, 11,) as the blessed apostle
has prohibited, ‘lest we should at any time be made partakers
of their sins.’ Greet the brethren which are with you: those
who are with us salute you.”
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By Alexander’s thus addressing the bishops in every city,
the evil only became worse ; for those to whom he made this
communication were therehy excited to contention, some fully
eoncurring in and subseribing to the sentiments expressed in -
this letter, while others did the reverse. But Eusebius, bishop
of Nicomedia, was beyond all others incited to controversy,
inasmuch a8 Alexander had in his letter made & personal snd
censorious allusion to him. Now at this juncture EKusebius
possessed  great influence, because the emperor resided at
Nicomedia, Diocletian having a short time previously bailt a
palace there. On this account therefore many of the bishops
paid their court to Eusebius : and he himself was incessandy
writing both to Alexander, that he might set aside the dis-
eudsion which had been excited, end again receive Arius and
his adherents into communion;! and alsc to the bishops in
each eity, that they might not concur in the proceedings of
Alexander, By these means confusion everywhere prevatled ;
for one saw not only the prelates of the Churches engaged in
contention, but the people also divided, some siding with cne
party, and some with the other. To so disgraceful an extent
was this affair carried, that Christianity became a subject of
popular ridicule, even in the very theatres. Those who were
at Alexandria sharply disputed about the highest pointa of
doctrine, and sent deputations to the bishops of the several
dioceses ; while those who were of the opposite faction cre-
ated & similar disturbance.

8  'With the Arians the Melitians mingled themselves, who a
Yittle while before kad been separated from the Church: but
who these Melitians are must now be stated,

By Peter bishop of Alexandria, who in the reign of Dio-
eletian suffered martyrdom, an individual named Melitius, a
bishop of one of the cities in Egypt, was degraded in conse-
quence of many other charges indeed, but on thia sccount
more eapecially, that during the persecution he had denied
tho faith and sacrificed. This person, afier being stripped of
his dignity, had nevertheless many followers, and became the
leader of the heresy of those who are now called from him
Melitians throughout Egypt. .And as there was no rational

. ' Upon the terms, eonditions, and method of reconeiling to the Church
such: presbytera as had fallen into heresy, see Bisgham's Eccl. Antiq.
book xvi. chap. ¥i. sect. 13, and book xvii. pasaim.
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excuso for his separation from the Church, he pretended that
23 an innocent man he had been unjustly dealt with, loading
Peter with calumnious reproaches, After the mertyrdom of
* Peter, he transferred his abuse first to Achillas, who succeed-
&d Peter in the bishoprie, and afterwards again to Alexander,
the successor of Achillas. In this state of things among themy
the discmasion in relation to Ariua arose ; and Melitina with
his adherents took part with Arius, entering into & conspiracy
against the bishcp: but as many as regarded the opinion of
Arius as untenable, justified Alexander’s decision agsinst him,
and thought that those who favoured his views were jusily
condemned. Meanwhile Ensebius of Nicomedia and his par-

tisans, with such as embraced the sentiments of Arius, de- :

manded by letter that the sentence of excommunication which
had been proncunced against him should be rescinded ; and
that those who had been excluded shonld be readmitted into
the Cherch, as they held no unsonnd doctrine. Thus letters
from the opposite parties were sent to the bishop of Alex-
andria; and Arius made & collection of those which were
favourable to himself, while Alexander did the same with
those which were adverse, This therefore afforded a plausi-
ble opportunity of defence to the sects, which are now so very
numerous, of the Ariang, Euncmians, and such as receive their
name from Macedonine; who severally make use of these
epistles in vindication of their heresies.

CHAP. VII.—THE EMPEROR CONSTANTINE, BEING GRIEVED AT
THE DISTURBANCE OF THE CHURCHES, SENDS HOSIUS, A
SPANIARD, TO ALEXANDRIA, EXHORTING THE BISHOP AND
ARIUS TO UNANIMITY.

WHEN the emperor was made sequainted with these dis-
orders, he was very deeply grieved ; and regarding the matter
a3 his own misfortune, immediately exerted himself to extin-
guish the conflagration which had been kindled. To this end
he sent & letter to Alexander and Arius by a trustworthy per-
gon named Hosius, who was bishop of Cordova in Spain, and
whom the emperor greatlyloved and held in the highest estima-
tion. It will not be out of place to introduce hers a portion of
thia letter, the whole of which is given in the Life of Constan-
tine by Eusebius,
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VICTQR CONSTANTINE MAXIMUS AUGUSTUS, TO ALEXANDER
AND ARIUS.

. “Your present controversy, I sm informed, originated thus,
When you, Alexander, inquired of your presbyters what were
the sentiments of each on a certain inexplicable passage of the
wnitten ord, thereby mooting a subject improper for dis-
eussion ; you, Arius, rashly gave expression to & view of the
whtier such as ought either never to have been conceived,
or if indeed it had been suggested to your mind, it became you
to bury in silence. Dissension having thus been excited
among you, communion has been denied ; and the most holy
people being rent into two factions, have departed from the
harmony of the common body. Wherefore let each, recipro-
cally pardoning the other, listen to the impartial exhortation
of your fellow-servant, And what counsel does he offer ? Tt
was neither prudent at first to agitate such a question, nor to
reply to such a question when proposed: for the claim of no
law demands the investigation of such subjects, but the dis-
putatious cavilling of ill-employed leisure puts them forward.
And even. admitting them to be caleulated to exercise our
patural abilities, yet ought we to confine them to our own
congideration, and not incautiously bring them forth in public
assemblies, nor thoughtlessly confide them to the ears of every-
body. Indeed how few are capable either of adequately ex-
pounding, or even sccurately understanding, the immport of
matters so vast and profound ! And if any one should imagine
that he can satisfactorily aceomplish this, how large a portion
of the people would he succeed in convineing? Or who can
grapple with the subtilties of such investigations without dan-
ger of lapsing inio excessive error? It becomes us therefore
on such topics to check loquacity, lest either on account of the
impotence of our nature we should be incompetent to explain
the subject proposed; or the duoll understanding of the audi-
ence should ineapacitate them for clearly apprehending what
is attempied to be teught: for in the case of one or the other
of these failures, the people must be necessarily involved either
in blasphemy or schism, Wherefore let an unguarded ques-
tion, and an inconsiderate answer, on the part of each of you,
. procure equal forgiveness from one another. No cause of
difference has been started by you besring on any important
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precept contained in the Law ; nor has any new heresy been
introduced by you in connexion with the worship of God;
but ye both hold one and the same judgment on these points,
s0 that nothing exists to hinder association in communion,
Moreover while you thus pertinaciously contend with one an-
other about matters of emall or scarcely the least importance;
and especially with such virulence of feeling, it is unsuitable-
for you to have charge of so many people of God: and noti
only is it unbecoming, but it is also believed to be altogettfr
unlawful. .
 Permit me further to remind you of your duty by an ex--
ample of an inferior kind. You are well aware that even the
philosophers themgelves, while all eonfederated under one
sect, yet often disagree with each other on some parts of their
theories: but although they may differ in their views on the
very highest branches of science, yet in order to maintain the -
unity of their body, they still agree to coalesce. Now if this
is done amongst them, how much more eguitable will it be for
you, who have been constituted ministers of the Most High ~~
. God, to become unanimons with one another in the same re- -
ligious profession. But let 19 examine with closer consider-
ation, and deeper attention, what has been siready stated. Is
it right on account of insignificant and vain contentions be- -
tween you about words, that brethren should be set in op- -
position against brethren; and- that the venerable assembly
should be distracted by unhallowed dissension, through your
striving with one ancther respecting thinge so unimportant,
and by no means essential? These quarrels are indeed dero-
gatory to your character, being rather consistent with puerile
thoughtlessness, than suitable to the intelligence of priests and
prudent men. We shonld apontaneously turn aside from the
temptations of the devil. The great God and Saviour of us
all has extended to all the common light. Under his provi-
dence, allow me, his servant, to bring this effort of mine to a
successful issue ; that by my exhortation, ministry, and earnest
admonition, I may lead you, his people, back to unity of as-
sembly. For since, as I have observed, there is but one faith
within you, and one scntiment respecting the heresy which
prevails among you ; and since the precept of the Law, in all
its parts, combines all in one purpose of soul, let not this di-
versity of opinion, which has excited among you mutual dis- -
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il sosion, by any mesans cause discord and schism, inasmuch as
the cause of it touches not the force of any law. I say these
things, not as compelling you all to see exactly alike on the
slject of this controversy, of small moment as it is; since
the dignity of the general assembly may be preserved unaf-
fected, and the pame communion with all be retained, although
there should exist among you some diesimilarity of sentiment
on gnimportant matters, For we do not all desire the same
thing in every respect ; mor is there one unvarying nature, or
standard of judgment, in us. Therefore in regard to Divine
providence, let there be one faith, one sentiment, and one
covenant of the Godhead: but respecting those minute inves-
tigations which ye enter into among yourselves with so much
nicety, even if ye shounld not concur in one judgment, it be-
comes you to confine them to your own reflection, and to keep
them in the eecret recesses of the mind. Let then an ineffable
and select bond of general friendship, with faith in the truth,
reverence for God, and a devout observance of his law, remain
unshaken among you. Resume the exercise of mutual friend-
ghip and grace ; restore to the whole people their aceustomed
familiar embraces ; and do ye yourselves, having purified your
own souls, again recognise one amother: for friendship often
becomes sweeter after the removal of animosity, Return
again therefore to a state of reconciliation ; and by so doing
give back 0 me tranquil days, and nights free from care;
that to me also there may be some pleasure in the pure light,
and that & cheerful serenity may be preserved to me during
the rest of my life. But if this should not be effected, T must
necessarily groan, and be wholly suffused with tears ; neither
will the remaining period of my earthly existence be pence-
folly sustained : for while the people of God {I speak of my
fellow-servants) are dissevered by so unworthy and injurious
8 contest with one another, how is it possible for me to main-
tain my usual equanimity ? But in order that you may have
some idea of my excessive grief, on account of this unhappy
difference, listen to what I am about to state. On my recent
arrival at the city of Nicomedia, it was my intention immedi-
ately after to proceed into the East: but while T was hasten-
ing toward you, aod had advanced a considerable distance on
wy way, intelligence of this affair altogether reversed my pur-
pose, lest I should be obliged to see with my own eyes a con-
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dition of things such as I could scarcely bear the report of.
Open to me therefore, by your unanimity henceforth, the way
into the East, which ye have obstructed by your contentions
against one another: and permit me speedily to behold both
you and all the rest of the people rejoicing together; and to
express my dne thanks to the Divine Being, because of the
general unanimity and liberty of all parties, accompanied by
the cordial utterance of your praise.”

CHAP. VIII.—OF THE SYNOD WHICH WAS HILD AT NICE IN
BITHYNIA, AND THE FAITH THERE PROMULGATED.!

SocH was the admirable and wise counsel contained in the
emperor’s letter. But the evil had become so inveterate, that
neither the exhortations of the emperor, nor the authority of
him who was the bearer of his letter, availed any thing : for -
neither was Alexander nor Arius softened by this appeal;
and moreover there was incessant strife and tumult among the
people. But another source of disquietude had pre-existed
there, which served to trouble the Churches, though it vwas
confined to the eastern parts. This arose from some desiring
to keep the Feast of the Passover, or Easter, more in aceord-
ance with the custom of the Jews; while others preferred ita
mode of celebration by Christians in general throughout the
world.? Thia difference however did not interfere with their
communion, although their mutual joy was necessarily hin-
dered. When therefore the emperor beheld the Church agi-

' Compare Sozomen, b. i. ch. xvil .

* There were preat disputes in the early Church with respect to the
time at which the Paachal solemnity should be celebrated: some lacal
Churches observing it cn a fixed day in every year ; others, again, ochserv-
ing it with the Jews, an the I4th day of the new moen, on whatever day
of the week it happened to fall. These disputes were especially rife in
the second century ; when, a decree being issued by Pope Pius about the
year A, D, 147, commanding a!l Christians throughout the werld to ohb-
serve the Paschal Festival on a Sunday, 8. Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna,
came to Rome to confer with Anicetus on the subject, alleging that the
opposite custom of the Asiatic churches had come down te them by tra-
dition from 8. John the heloved disciple and the rest of the apostles. The
matter was finally settled at the Council of Niceea againat the practice of
the Eastern Church. See Syncdical Epistle of the Council, given at

longth in chap. ix.
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tated by both of these causes, he convoked a General Council,!
summoning all ithe bishops by letter to meet him at Nice in
Bithynia. Accordingly the bishops assembled out of the
various provinces and cities; respecting whom Eusebius
Pamphilus thus writes, in his third book of the Life of Con~
stantine :3—

“ Wherefore the most eminent of the ministers of God in all
the Churches which have filled Europe, Africa, and Asia, were
convened. And one sacred edifice, dilated as it were by God,
contained within it on the same occasion both Syrians and
Cilicians, Arabs and Palestinians, and in addition to these,
Egyptians, Thebaus, Libyans, and those who came from Meso-
potamia. At this synod a Persian bishop was also present,
neither was the Scythian absent from this aseemblage. Pon-
tus also and Galatia, Pamphylia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Phrygis,
sapplied thoss who were most distinguished among them.
Besides there met there Thracians and Macedonians, Achaians
and Epirots, and even those who dwelt still more distant than
these. Hosiug, the most celebrated of the Spaniards, took his

Ugeat amang the rest. The prelate of the imperial city was
shsent through age; but his presbyters were present, and
filled his place. Such a crown, compaosed as a bond of peace,
the emperor Constantine alone has ever dedicated to Christ his
Saviour, as & thank-offering worthy of God for victery over
his enemies, having eppointed this convocation among us in
imitation of the apostolic assembly? For among them it is
said were convened fdevout men of every nation under hes-
ven ; Parthiang, Medes, Elamites, and those who dwelt in
Mesopotamia, Judzs, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia,
Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parta of Libys, strangers from
Rome also, both Jews and proselytes, with Cretans and
Arabs.” That congregation however was Inferior in this re-
spect, that all present were not ministers of God: whereas in

» 4this assembly the number of bishops exceeded three hundred ;4
while the number of the presbyters, deacons, and acolyths (or
young priests) who attended them was almost incslculable.

, ! Qieowvperieriy, this was called the First (Ecumernical Council of the
Chorch. :
! Chap. vii-—ix, 3 Acts ii- 5.
* The exsct mumber, s we lear elsewhere, was 318, see Evagrius,
Ecel. Hist, b iil. chap. xxxi,
} [socraTEs.] [+
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Some of these ministers of God were eminent for their wis.
dom, some for the strictnesa of their life and patient endurance 13
of persecution, and others nnited in themselves all these dis-
tingnished characteristics ; some were venerable from their
advanced age, others were conspicuous for their youth and
vigour of mind, and others had but recently entered on their
ministerial career. For all these the emperor appoinied an
abundant supply of daily food te be provided.” Such iz Eu-
sebius's account of those who met on this occasion, The
emperor having completed the festal solemnization of his
triumph over Licinius, came also in person to Nice,

There were among the bishops two.of extraordinary
celebrity, Paphoutius, bishop of Upper Thebes, and Spyris
don, bishop of Cyprus: why I have so particularly referred
to these two individuals, I shall state hereafter. Many of the
laity were also present, who were practised in the art of rea-
soning, and each prepared to advocate the camse of his own
party. LEusebius, bishop of Nicomedia, as was before said,
supported the opinion of Arius, together with Theognis bishop
of Nice, and Maris bishop of Chalcedon in Bithynia. These -
were powerfully opposed by Athanasins, & descon of the
Alexandrian Church, who was highly esteemed by Alexander
his bishop, and on that account was much envied, as will be
seen hereafter. For a short time previous to the general as-
sembling of the bishops, the disputants engaged in preparatory
logical contests with various opponents: and when many
were attracted by the interest of their discourse, one of the
laity who was n man of unsophisticated understanding, and
had stood the test of persecmtion’ in his confession of faith,
reproved these reasoners; telling them that Christ and his
- apostles did pot teach us the Dialectic art, nor vain subtil-
ties, but simple-mindedness, which is preserved by faith and
good works.  All present admired the speaker, and assented
to the justice of his remarks; and the disputants themselves, -
after hearing his ingenuous statement of the truth, exercized a
far greater degree of moderation: thus then was the dis-
turbance caused by these logical debates suppressed.

1 Ele ri¢ réiv dpoheynrav, ¢ being one of the ¢ Confeszors.”” Such was
the name given to those who refused to sacrifice to idols, or to do sny act
of apostasy in the time of persecution.. These who apostatized under the
influence of terror were called “the lapsed.” .
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- On the following day all the bishops were assembled to-
gether in one plice ; the emperor arrived soon after, and on
his entrance stood in their midst, declining to teke his place,
nntil the bishops by bowing intimated their desire that he
should be seated : such was the respect and reverence which
the emperor enterteined for these men. When a silence suit-
able to the occasion had been observed, the emperor from his
seat began to address them, entreating each to lay aside all
private pique, and exhorting them to unanimity and concord.
Far several of them had brought accusations against ome
another, and many had even presented petitions to the emperor
the day hefore. Buot he directing their attention to the matter
before them, and on account of which they were assembled,
ordered these petitions to be burnt; merely observing that
Christ enjoins bim who is anxious to obtain forgiveness, to
forgive his brother. When therefore he had strongly insisted
on the maintenance of harmony and peace, ho then sanctioned
their purpose of more closely investigating the questiony at
isswe. But it may be well to hear what Eusebius says on this
subject, in his third book of the Life of Constantine.! His
words are thess;—

s« A variety of topics having been introduced by each party,
and much controversy being excited from the very commence-
ment, the emperor listened to all with patient attention, deliber-
sicly and impartially considering whatever was advanced.
He in part supported the statements which were made on both
gides, and gradunally softened the asperity of those who conten-
tiously opposed each ofher, concilialing each by his mildness
and affability. .Addressing them in the Greek langnage, with
which he was well acquainted, in 8 manner at once interesting
and persuasive, he wrought conviction on the minds of some,
sud prevailed on others by entreaty. Those who spoke well
e applanded, and incited all to unanimity ; until at length
e smeceeded in bringing them into similarity of judgment,
snd conformity of cpinion on all the controverted points: so
{hat there wss not only unity in the confession of faith, but also
s peneral agreement as to the time for the celebration of
the salutary feast of Easter. Moreover the doctrines which
had thus the common consent, were confirmed by the signature
o each individual.”

' - ! Chap. xm.2 and xiv,
c
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Such is the testimony respecting these things which Eo-
sebins haa left vs ; and which it was thought might not unfitiy
be introduced here, as an gathority for the fidelity of this his-
tory. With this end also in view, that if any one should con-
demn a8 erroneous the faith professed at this council of Nice, we
might be unaffected by it, and put no confidence in Sabinus
the Macedonian, who calls all those that were convened there
idiots and simpletons. For this Sabinus, who was bishop of u
the Mzcedonians at Heraclen in Thrace, having made a collec-
tion of the canons published by various synods of bishops,
has treated those who compoeed the Nicene council in par-
ticular with contempt and derision ; not perceiving that he
thereby charges Eusebins himself with folly, who made a Iike
confession after the closest scrutiny, Some things he has
wilfully passed over, others he has perverted, and on all he has
put a construction favourable to his own views. Yet he
commends Eusebius Pamphilus as a witness worthy of credit,
and praises the emperor as capable in stating Chrisiian
doctrines : but he stil brands the faith which was declared
at Nice, as having been set forth by idiots, and such as hed no
intelligence in the matter. Thus he voluntarily contemas the
testimony of a man whom he himself pronounces a wise and
true witness: for Easebins declares,! that of the ministers of
God who were present at the Nicene synod, some were
eminent for the word of wisdom, others for the strictness
of their life ; aud that the emperor himself being present,
leading all into unanimity, established unity of judgment and
conformity of opinion among them. Of Sabinus however
we shall make further mention as cccasion may require. But
the agreement of faith, assented to with loud acclamation at the
great coandil of Nice, is this:3—

3 See his Life of Constantine, b. ili. chap. ix.

* This Crood is found in Greek, 1. In the Epistle of Eusebius to the
Cwmsarcans, of which we have four copies preserved in the works of Theo-
doret, Bocrates, Athanasius, and Gelasius of Cyzicum. 2. In the Epistle
ﬁ%‘?msml to Jori.m.f 3. In the lgfﬂ.}l E};j:ﬂit.; ofﬂBa';n;_l the G?t. 4.

present passage of Socrates. 5. In t istle of Cyril of Alex-

i t0 Anastasivs. 6, lo the Codex mﬂuuﬁ‘ﬁ Ecel, Africane. 7.
_flie Aota of ths Council of Ephesus. 8. In Gelasins %‘:ieanus. ii. 26.

the Acts of the Council of Chalcedon. 10. In the Exposition of
dotus of Ancyra. 1l. In the Acts of the Council of
i occurs twice. These copies have been collated by
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15« We believe in one Giod, the Father Almighty, Maker of
all things visible and invisible:—and in our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, the only begotten of the Father, that
is of the substance of the Father; (iod of God and Light of
light ; true Grod of true God; begotten, not made, consub-
stantial! with the Father: by whom all things were made,
both which are in heaver und om earth: who for the sske of
us men, and on account of our salvation, desconded, became
incernate, and was made man; suffered, arose again the third
day, and ascended into the heavens, and will come again to
judge the living and the dead. 'Wae also believe in the Holy
Spirit. But the holy Catholic and Apostolic Church ana-
thematizes those who say that there was & time when the Son
of God was not, and that he was not before he was begotten,
and that he was made from that which did not exist; or whe
assert that he is of other substance or essence than the Father,
or that he was created, or is susceptible of change,”

This creed was recognised and agquiesced in by three hun-
dred and eighteen bishops; and being, as Eusebius says,
unanimous in expression and sentiment, they subscribed it.
Five? only would not receive it, objecting to the term duvcih-
oo, of the same essence, or consubstantial : these were Euse-
bius bishop of Nicomedia, Theognis of Nice, Maris of Chal-
cedon, Thomas of Marmarics, and Secundus of Ptolemais.
“For,” said they, *“that is consubstantial which is from
another, either by partition, derivation, or germination; by

Walchius, and the various readings enumerated ; but with the exception
of thoee which ocour in the secornd form in the Acts of the Council of
Chateedon, in which several of the additiona of the Constantinopolitan
Creed are introduced, there ia not ome of any consequence, or which in
the least affects the sense. (Hammond, )2 12.)

1 dproadeog.  “* Consubstantial with,*” or * uf one substance with," the
Father. The Latin versions are three in number, * Unius snbsf.smnm cim
Patre,” “ Ejusdem cum Patre eubstantie,” and ' Consubstantialera Pa-
tri.” ‘The Semi-Arian party afterwards attem fpted to make & compro-
miss with the orthodox, by proposing to substitute the word dpotoiisoc,
i e. ** of like substapce.” See helow,b il ch. xvi. and xx,

3 It would seem that Bocrates is mistaken here in stating that five
bishops were condemned by the council of Nice, for refusing to subscribe
10 its doctrinal decision, and the orthodox confession of faith. Two only,
mamely Theonas and Becundus, were acturlly do condemned, as appears
from & Jetter of the council. See below, ch, ix,, and the Life of Bocrates
prefixed to this volume.
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germination, as & shoot from the roots; by derivation, as chil-.

dren from their parents; by division, as two or three vessels
of gold from 2 mass.” But they contended that the Son ia
from the Father by none of these modes: whersfore they de-
clared themselves unable to assent to this creed ; and having
scoffed at the word consubstantial, they would not subseribe
to the condemnation of Arius. TUpon this the synod anse
thematized Arius, and all who adhered to his opinions, pros
bibiting him at the same time from entering into Alexandria.
By an edict of the emperor slso, Arius himself was sent into
exile, togéther with Ensebiug and Theognis; bat the two lat-
ter, & short time afier iheir banishment, tendered a written
declaration of their change of sentiment, and concurrence in
the faith of the consubstantiality of the Son with the Father,
as we shall show as we proceed. At the same time Eusebins
surnamed Pantphilus, bishop of Cewesarea in Palestine, who had
withheld his assent in the synod afier mhture consideration
whether he ought to receive this form of faith, at length ac-
quiesced in it, end subscribed it with all the rest: he alsc sent
to the people under his charge a copy of the Creed, with an
explanation of the word éueoiiowes, that no one might impugn
his motives on account of his previous hegitation. His addresa
to them was as follows:—" You have probably had scme in-
timation, beloved, of the transactions of the great council eon-
vened at Nice, in relation to the faith of the Chorch, inasmuch
as rumour generally outruns an accurate statement of that
which haa really taken place. But lest from such report
alone yon might form an incorrect estimats of the matter, we
have deemed it necessary to submit to you, in the first place,
an exposition of the faith propounded by us; and then a
second which has been promulgated, consisting of certain addi-
iions to the expression of onrs. The declaration of faith set
forth by us, and which, when read in the presence of our mast
pious emperor, seemed to meet with universal approbation, was
thas expressed :—

«t According as we received from the bishops who preceded
ug, both at our initiation! into the knowledge of the truth, and
when we were baptized ; as also we have ourselves learned

. ' ly r§ wargynes. Upon the gradual initiation of catechumens into
the mysteries of the faith, as c;])]rapars.tory to the reception of baptism, see
Bingham, Eccl. Antig. b. x. ch, 1. and ii. See below, b, vii, eh. xvil.
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from the sacred Secriptures; and in accordance with what we

have both believed and taught while discharging the duties of

presbyter and the episcopal office itself, 5o now believing, we
ir present to you the distinct avowal of our faith, It is this:—

“¢'We believe in one {od, the Father Almighty, Maker of
all things visible and invisible :—and in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the Word of God, God of God, Light of light, Life of life, the
only-begotten Som, born befors all creation,! begotten of God
the Father, before all ages; by whom also all things were
msade ; who on account of our salvation became incarnate, and
lived among men; and who baving suffered and risen again
on the third day, sscended to the Father, and shall come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, We believe also in
one Holy Spirit. 'We believe in the existence and subsistence
of each of these persons: that the Father is truly Father, the.
Son truly Son, and the Holy Spirit truly Holy Spirit; even
a3 our Lord also, when he sent forth his disciples to preach
the gospel, said, (Matt. xxviii. 19,)  Go and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit’ These doctrines we thus stedfastly
maintain, and &vow our full confidence in truth of them; such
alsn have been our sentiments hitherto, and such we shall
continue to hold until death: and in an unshaken adherence
to this faith, we anathematize every impions heresy. In the
presence of God Almighty, and of our Lord Jesus Christ, we
testify, that thus we have believed snd thought from our
heart and soul, since we were capable of forming a judgment
on the maiter, and have possessed s right estimate of our-
selves ; and that we now think and spesk what i3 perfectly in
sccordance with the truth, We are moreover prepared to
prove to you by undeniable evidences, and to convince you
that in time past we have thuas believed, and so preached.’

* When these articles of faith were proposed, they were re-
ceived without opposition : nay, our most pious emperer him-
self was the first to admit that they were perfectly orthodox,
and that he precisely concurred in the sentiments contained
in them; exhorting all present to give them their assent,

- 1 Mpwréroxoy wdeng ericewg, These words are taken from Col. i. 15 :
where they are rendered erroncously, *“ The first-born of every creature.”
The word wp@rog however is frequently used for mpérepog, e. g. St. John
L 15, &re wpagog pov v, See also Bt, Lunke ii 2.
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and subseribe to these very articles, thus agreeing in an wna-
nimous profession of them. If was suggested however that
the word Suoclmine (consubstantial) should be introduced, an
expression which the emperor himself explained, as not in-
dicating corporeal affections or properties; and consequently
that the Son did not subsist from the Father either by division
ot abscission : for, said he, 8 nature which is immaterial and
incorporeal cannot possibly be subject to any corporeal affee-
tion ; hence our apprehension of such things can only be ex-
pressed in divine and mysterious terms. Such was the phi-
losophical view of the subjeet taken by our moet wize and
pious sovereign; and the bishops, on mccount of the word
suoobaiog, drew up this formula of faith,

“THE CREED.

“‘We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker
of all things visible and invisible:—and in one Lord Jesus
Chriat, the Son of God, the only-begotten of the Father,
that is of the substance of the Father; God of God, Light
of light, true God of trne (zod; begotten not made, consuhb-
stantial with the Father ; by whom all things were made both
which are in heaven and on earth ; who for the sake of ug
men, and on acconnt of our salvation, descended, became in-
carnate, suffered, and rose again on the third day ; he ascended
into the hesvens, and will come to judge the living and the
dead. We believe also in the Holy Spirit. But those who
say that there was a time when he was not, or that he did not
exist before he was begotten, or that he was made of nothing,
or assert that he is of other substance or essemce than the
Father, or that the Son of God iz created, or mutable, or
susceptible of change, the catholic and apostolic church of
God anathematizes.’

“In forming this declarstion of faith, we did not neglect to
investigate the distinet sense of the expressions of the sub-
stance of the Father, and consubstantial with the Father,
Whereupon much discuasion arcse, and the meaning of these
terms was clearly defined ; when it was generally rdmitted
that ebmiag (of the essenge or substance) simply implied that
the Son is of the Father indeed, but not as a part of the
Father. To this interpretation of the sacred doctrine, which
declares that the Son is of the Father, but is not a part of
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his anhatance, it seemed right to us to assent. We ourselves
therefore concurred in this exposition : nor do we cavil at the
word bpoovscag, having regard as well to peace, as dreading
lest we should lose a right underetanding of the matter., On
the same grounds we admitted also the expression begotten,
not made : ¢ for made,’ said they, €is a term which is applied
to all the creatures which were made by the Son, to whom the
Son has no resemblance. Consequently he is no creature like
those which were made by him, but is of & substance far
excelling any creature ; which substance the sacred QOra-
ces teach us was begotten of the Father by such s mode
of generation as can neither be apprehended nor explained by
any creature,” Thus also the declaration that éhe Som is con-
rubstantial with the Father having been discussed, it was
agreed that this muet not be understood in a corporeal sense,
or in any way analogous to mortal creatures ; inasmuch aa it
is neither by division of substance, nor by abscission, nor by any
change of the Father’s substance and power, since the underived
nature of the Father is inconsistent with all these thinga. That
he is consubstantial with the Father then simply implies, that
the Son of God has no resemblance to sreated things, bt
iz in every respect like the Father only who begat him ; and
that he is of no other substance or essence but of the Father,
To which doctrine, explained in this way, it appeared right*to
sssent, espacially since we knew that some eminent bishops
and learned writers among the sncients have used the term
ducobaiog in their theological discourses concerning the mature
of the Father and the Son. Such is what I have to state to you
in reference to the articles of faith which have been recently
promulgated ; and in which we have all concurred, not without
due examination, but according to the senses asalgned, which
were investigated in the presemce of our most religicus
emperor, and for the reasons mentioned approved. We have
#lso unhesitatingly acquiesced in the anathema pronounced by
them after the declaration of faith ; because it prohibits the
tse of terms which do not oceur in Scripture, and from which
wmost all the distraction end commotion of the churches
bave arisen. Accordingly, since no divinely-inepired! Scrip-
tore contains the expressions, of things whick do not exist, and

! @ebwryveverog. The same word occurs in & similar semse in 2 Tim,
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there was a time when ke was not, and such other phrases’
89 are therein subjoined, it seemed unwarrantable to utter
and teach them : mnd moreover this decision received our
sanction the rather from the consideration that we have never
heretofore been accustomed to employ these terms. - We
desmed it incumbent on ug, beloved, to acquaint you with the
caution which has characterized our examination of these
things, 88 well as with what deliberateness our nesent hes been
given, and on what justifinble grounds we resisted the intro.
duction of certain objectionable expressions ; and finally, that
it was only after mature consideration of the full import of
some points to which we demurred at first, that we wers in«
duced to withdraw our opposition, perceiving them in fact to be
quite accordant with what we had originally proposed =e a
sound confession of faith,”

Such was the latier addressed by Eusebius Pamphilus to
the Christians at Cemsarea in Palestine, The synod fteelf
also, with one accord, wrote the following epistle io the Church
of the .A.lexa.ndrmns, and to the believers in Egypt, Libys, and
Pentapolis,

CHAP. IX,—Tag EPISTLE OF THE SYNOD, RELATIVE TO ITS
. DECISIONS : AND THE CONDEMNATIGN OF ARIUS, WITH ALL
' THOSE WHO HELD E1S OPINIONS.

“To the holy, by the grace of God, and great Church of the
Aloxandriang, and to our beloved brethren throughout Egypt,
Libya, and Pentapolis, the bishops sssembled at Nice, consti-
tuting the great and holy synod, send greeting in the Lord.

“8Since, by the grace of God, & great and holy gynod has
been convened at Nice, our most pious sovereign Constantine
having summoned us out of various cities and provinces for
that purpose, it appeared to us indispensably necessary that a
letter should be written fo you on the part of the sacred
gynod ; in order that ye may know what subjects were
brought under consideration, what rigidly investigated, snd
also what was eventually determined on and decreed. In the
first place then the impiety and guilt of Arius and his ad-
herents were examined into, in the presence of cur most reli-
gious emperor Constantine: and it was unanimously decided
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that his impious opirion should be anathematized, with all the
blasphemous expressions he has attered, in sffirming that the
Scm of God sprang from nothing, and that there was a fime
ke was not; saying moreover that the Son of God was
possemed of free-will, so as to be capable either of vice or vir-
tue; and calling him a creature and a work, All these
sentiments the holy synod haa anathematized, having scarcely
patience to endure the hearing of such an impious or rather
bewildered opinion, and euch abominable blzsphemies. But
the conclusion of our proceedings against him you muet either
have been informed of already or will soon be apprized of;
for we would not seem to trs.mple on & man who has recewed
the chastisement which his crime deserved. Yet so contagi-
ous has his pestilential error proved, as to involve in the same
perdition Theonas bishop Marmarics, snd Secundus of |
Ptolemais ;! for they have suffered the same condemnation as
himself. But when, by the grace of God, we were delivered
from those execrable dogmas, with all their impiety and blas-
phemy, and from those persons who bad dared to cause discord
and division among & people previously at pesce, there still
remained the contumacy of Melitius to be dealt with, and
those who had been ordained by him; and we shall now atate
to you, beloved brethren, what resclution the synod came to
on this point. Acting with more clemency towards Melitius,
Balthough strictly spesking he was wholly undeserving of
favour, the council permitted him to remain in his own city,
but decreed that he should exercise no authority either fo or-
dsin or nominate for ordination; and that he should appear
in no other distriet or city on this pretence, but simply retain
a nominal dignity. That those who had received appoint-
“ments frem him, after having been confirmed by a more
Plepitimate ordination, should be admitted to communion on
thess conditions :—that they should continue to hold their
mok and ministry, but regard themselves as inferior in every
respect to all those who had been previously ordained and
astablished in each place and church by cur most honoured
fellow-minister Alexander. In addition to these things, they
ghall have no authority to propese or mominate whom they
pleass, or to do anything at all without the concurrence of
some bishop of the catholic church who is cne of Alexander’s
t Beo above, note on chap. viil



28 ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF SOCRATES. [B.LC. S

suffragans. Let such as by the grace of God and your prayers
have been found in no schism, but have continued in the
catholic church blameless, have authority to nominate and or-
dain those who are worthy of the sacred office,! and to act in
all things according to ecclesiastical law and usage. When it
may happen that any of those holding preferments in the
Church die, then let such as have been recently admitted into
orders be preferred to the dignity of the deceased, provided
that they should appear worthy, and that the people shonid
elect them, the hbishop of Alexandria also ratifying their
choice. This privilege is conceded to all the others indeed,
but to Melitius personally we by no means grant the same 2l
licence, on account of his former disorderly conduct ; and be-
cause of the rashmess and levity of his character, he is de-
prived of all authority and jurisdiction, as a man liable again
to create similar disturbances. These are the things which
specially affect Egypt, and the most holy Church of the Alex-
andrians: and if any other canon or ordinance should be
established, our lord and most honoured fellow-minister and
brother Alexander being present with us, will on his return
to you enter into more minute details, inasmuch as he is not
only a participator in whatever is transacted, but has the
principal direction of it. We have also gratifying intelligence
to communicate to yon relative to unity of judgment on the
subject of the most holy feast of Enster:? for thie point also
has been happily settled through your prayers; sothat all the
brethren in the East who have heretofore kept this festival
when the Jews did, will henceforth conform to the Romans
and to us, and to all who from the earliest time have ob-
served our period of celebrating Easter. Rejoicing therefore
in this most desirable conclusion, and in the general unanimity
and peace, as well as in the extirpation of all heresy, receive
with the greater honour and more abundant love our fellow-
minister and your bishop Alexander; who has greatly de-
lighted us by his presence, and even at hiz advanced age bas
undergone extraordinary exertions in order that peace might
be re-established among you. Pray on behalf of us all, that
the decisibns to which we have so justly come may be in-

! XAqpow. On the origin of the application of this naroe to the clergy
see Bingham's Becl. Antiq. b. i. ch. v.
* Bee ahove, note on chap. viii., gud init,
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violably maintained through Almighty God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, together with the Holy Spirit; to whom he
glory for ever., Amen”

From this epistle of the synod it is manifest, that they not
only anathemstized Arius and his adherents, but the very ex-
pressions of hia tenets; and that, having agreed smong them-
selves respecting the celebration of Easter, they readmitted

% the schismsatic Melitius into communion, suffering him to retain
his episcopal rank, but divesting him of all authority to act ae
& bishop. It is for this reason I suppose that even at the
present time the Melitians in Egypt are separated from the
Church, because the synod deprived Melitius of all power. It
should be ohserved moreover that Arius had written a treatise
on his own opinion which he entitled Thalia; but the cha-
racter of the book was loose and dissolute, s style and metres
not being very unlike the songs of Sotsdes the obscene
Maronite.! This production also the syncd condemned at
the same time. Nor was it & matter of anxiety to the synod
only that letiers should be written to the Churches announcing
the restoration of peace, but the emperor Constantine himself
also wrote to the same effect, and sent the following address
to the Chureh of the Alexandrians,

THE EMPEROR'3S LETTER,

“ Constantine Augustus, to the Catholic Church of the
Alexandrians. Beloved brethren, we send you greeting!
We bave received from Divine Providence the inestimable
blessing of being relieved from all errer, and urited in the
acknowledgment of one and the same faith. The devil will
no longer have any power apainst us, since all that which he
had malignantly devised for our destruction has been emtirely
averthrown, The splendour of truth has dissipated ai the
command of God those dissensions, schisms, tumults, and, so
to speak, deadly poisons of discord. Wherefore we all worship
the ome true God, and believe that he is, But in order that
this might be done, by divine sdmonition I assembled at the
city of Nice most of the bishops; with whom I myself alao,
who sm but one of you, and who rejoice exceedingly in being
your fellow-servant, undertook the investigation of the truth.

' For an account of the doctrines of the Maronites, see Gibbon’s De-
cline and Fall, ck. xlvii, sect, 3.
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Accordingly all points which seemed in consequence of ambi-
guity to furnish any pretext for dissension, have been discnss-
ed and accurately examined. And may the Divine Majesty
pardon the fearful enormity of the blasphemies which some
have shamelessly uttered concerning the mighty Saviour, our
life and hope; declaring and confessing that they believe
things contrary to the divinely-inspired Scriptures. While |
more than three hundred bishops, remarkable for their modar- -
ation and intellectual superiority, were unanimous in their
confirmation of cne and the same faith, which, according to
the truth and legitimate construction of the law of God, can
only be the faith; Arius, beguiled by the subtlety of the
devil, was regarded as the sole disseminator of this mischief,
first among you, and afterwards with unhallowed purposes
among others also, Let us therefore embrace that doctrine
which the Almichty has presented to us: let us return to our
beloved brethren from whom this irreverent agent of the devil
has separated us: let us go with all speed to the common
body and our own natural members. For this is becoming
your peneiration, faith, and sanctity; that since he has been
convicted of error who has been proved to be an enemy to the
truth, ye should return to the Divine favour. For that which
has commended itself to the judgment of three hundred bishops
cannot be other than the doctrine of God ; seeing that the Holy
Spirit dwelling in the minds of so many dignified persons has
effectually enlightened them respecting the Divine will.
Wherefore let no one vacillate or linger, but let all with
alacrity return to the undoubted path of duty; that when I
ghall arrive among you, which will be as soom as possible, I
may with you return due thanks to God, the inspector of all
things, because, having revealed the pure faith, he has also
restored to you that love for which ye have prayed. May
God protect you, beloved bretbren.”

Thus wrote the emperor to the Christians of Alexandria,
to mssure them that the exposition of the faith was neither
made rasbly nor inconsiderately, but that it was dictated with
much research, and after strict investigation: and not thas
some things wers spoken of, while others were suppressed in
silence ; but that whatever could be fittingly advanced in sup-
port of any opinion was fully stated. That nothing indeed
was precipitately determined, but all was previcusly discuzsed
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with minute accuracy; so that every point which seemed to
furnish a pretext for ambiguity of meaning, or difference of
opinion, was thoroughly sifted, and its difficulties removed,
In short, he terms the decision of all those who were assembled
there the will of Grod ; and does not doubt that the unanimity
of so many eminent bishops was effected by the. Holy Spirit,
Sabinus, however, the chief of the Macedonian heresy, wil-
fully rejects these authorities, and calls those who were con-
vened there simpletons and illiterate persons; nay, he almost
accases Eusebius of Cesarea himself of ignorance: nor does
he reflect, that even if those who constituted that synod were
idiots, yet, as being illuminated by God and the grace of the
Holy Spirit,-they were utterly unable to err from the truth.!
Nevertheless, hear further what the emperor decreed both
against Ariug and those who held his opinions, sending in sll
directions to the bishops and people.

ANOTHER EFISTLE OF CONSTANTINE.

“ Vietor Constantine Maximus Augustus, to the bishops
and people. —Since Ariaus has imitated wicked and impious
persons, it is just that he should undergo the like ignominy.
Wherefore as Porphyry,? that enemy of piety, for having
composed licentious treatises againgt religion, found s suwitable
recompence, snd such as thenceforth branded him with infamy,
overwhelming him with deserved reproach, hia impious writ-
ings also having been desiroyed; so now it seems fit both
that Arius and such as hold his sentiments should be denom-
inated Porphyrians, that they may take their appellation from
those whose conduect they have imitated. And in addition to
thig, if any treatise composed by Arius should be discovered,
let it be consigned to the flames, in order that not only his
depraved doetrine may be suppressed, but also that no memo-
tisl of him may be by any means left. This therefore I de-
tree, that if any one shall be detected in concealing a bock
compiled by Arius, and shall not instantly bring it forward
and burn it, the penalty for this offence shall be death; for
immediately aftér convietion the criminal shall suffer capital
pmishment. May God preserve you!”

! This showe the light in which the decision of an ecumenical coupcil
wua regarded by the faithful in the 4th century. Compare Concil. Trid.

ch.‘ For further sccount of Porphyry and hiy writings, see below, b. iii.
3. .
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ANOTHER EPISTLE.

« Constantine Aungustus, to the Chorches.

“ Having experienced from the flourishing condition of
public affaira, how great has been the grace of divine power,
I judged this to be an object above all things claiming my
care, that one faith, sincere love, and uniform piety toward
Almighty God should be maintained amongst the most blessed
assemblies of the Catholic Church. But I perceived this
could not be firmly and permanently established, unless all,
or at least the greatest part, of the bishops could be convened
in the same place, and every point of our most holy religion
should be discussed by them in council. For thig reason as
many as posgible were assembled, and I myself also a3 one of
you was present ; for I will not deny what I especially rejoice
in, that I am your fellow-servant. All points were then mi-
nutely investigated, until a decision scceptable to Him who
is the inspector of all things was published for the promotion
of uniformity of judgment and practice; so that nothing
might be henceforth left for dissenzion or coniroversy in mat-
ters of faith, There also the question having been considered
relative to the most holy day of Easter, it was determined by
common consent that it would be proper that ull should cele-
brate it on one and the same day everywhere. For what can
be more appropriate, or what more solemn, than that this
feast, from which we have received the hope of immortality,
should be imvariably kept in one order, and for an obvious
reason among all? And in the first place, it seemed very un-
suitable in the celebration of this sacred feast, that we should
follow the custom of the Jews; a people who, having imbrized :
their hands in & most heinous outrage, and thus polluted their
souls, are deservedly blind. Having therefore cast aside their
usage, it becomes us to take care that the celebration of this
observance should occur in future in the more correct order
which we have kept from the first day of the Passion until
the present time. Let us then have nothing in common with
that most hostile people the Jews.! We have received from
the Saviour another way ; for there is set before us both a

! For an account of the light in which the Jews were regarded by the
car_l_yQGhurch, see Bingham's Christian Antiq. vi. 4; vili. 11; xvi, 6;
xxil, 2,
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legitimate and accurate course in our holy religion: unanim-
ously pursuing this, let us, most honoured brethren, with-
draw ourselves from that detestable association. How truly
absurd it is for them to boast that we are incapable of rightly
observing these things without their imstruction! For on
what subject will they themselves be competent to form s
correct judgment, who after that murder of their tord, bav-
ing been bereft of their senses, are led not by any rational
motive, but by an nngovernable impulse, wherever their innate
fury may drive them? Thence it is, therefore, that even in
this particular they do not pereeive the truth, so that they,
constantly erring in the wimost degree, instead of making a
YUggitable correction, celebrate the Feast of Passover a second
tims in the same yesr. Why then should we follow the ex-
ample of those who are acknowledged to be infected with
grigvous error 7 Surely we should never suffer Easter to be
kept twice in one and the same year ! But even if these con-
siderationa were not laid before you, it became your prudence
at all times to take heed, both by diligence and prayer, that the
purity of your soul should in nothing have communion, or seem
to have accordance, with the eustorns of men so utterly depraved.
Moreover this should also be considered, that in & matter so
important and of such religious significancy, the slightest
disagreement is to be deprecated. For our Saviour left us
but one day to be observed in commemoration of our deliver-
ancey that s, the day of his most boly Passion: he also wished
his Catholic Church to be one ; the members of which, how-
¢ver much they may be scattered in various places, are not-
withstanding cherished by one Spirit, that is, by the will of
God. Let the prudence consistent with your sacred character
consider how grievous and indecorous it is, thas on the same
days some should be oheervant of fasts, while others are cele-
brating feasts; and especially that this should be the case on
the days immediately after Easter, On this account therefore
Divine Providence directed that an appropriste correctian
should be effected, and wniformity of practice established, as I
#ppose you are all aware.

“Since then it was desirable that this should be 30 amended
that we should have nothing in, common with that nation of
parricides, and of those who slew their Lord ; and since the
order is & becoming one which is observed by all the churches

D

[socRaTES.]
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of the western, southern, and northern parts, and by some alsoin
the eastern ; from these considerations all have on the present
oceasion thought it to be expedient, and I pledged myself thué
it would be satisfactory to your prudent penetration, that what
is observed with such general unanimity of sentiment im the
city of Rojue, throughout Itaky, Africa, sll Egypt, Spain, France,
Britain, Libys, the whole of Greece, and the dioceses of Asis,
Pontus, and Cilicia, your intelligence also would readily concur
in. Reflect too, that not only is there a greater number of
churches in the places before-mentioned, but also that this in
particular is & most sacred obligation, that all should in cormmon
desire whatever strict reason seems to demand, and which bhas
no communion with the perjury of the Jews, But to sum np
matters briefly, it was determined by common consent that the
most hely festival of Easter should be solemnized on one and
the same day; for in such s hallowed solemnity any difference
is unseemly : and it i3 more commendable to adopt that opinien
in which there will be no intermixture of strange error, or
deviation from what is right. These things therefore being
thus ordered, do you gladly receive this heavenly and wuly
divine command : for whatever is done in the sacred assemblies
of the bishops is referable to the Divine will. Wherefore
when ye have indicated the things which have been prescribed
to all our beloved brethren, it hehoves you both to assent to the
reasoning which has been adduced, and to establish this ob-
servance of the most holy day: that when I arrive st
the long and earnestly desired view of your order, I may be
able to celebrate the sacred festival with you on one and the
gama day ; and may rejoice with you for all things, in seeing
Satanic cruelty frustrated by Divine power through our efforts,
while your faith, peace, and concord are everywhere fiourish.
ing. May God preserve you, beloved brethren.”

ANOTHER EPISTLE, TQ EUSEBIUS.}

* Victor Constantine Maximus Augnstus, o Eusebina.

“ Since an impions purpose and tyranny have even to the
present time persecuted the servants of God our Saviour, I
bave been credibly informed and am fully persuaded, moat .

! Valesius considers this letier misplaced, as having heen written be-
fore the evuneil of Nice. The allusion to the death of Licinins, as &
recent event, would fix the date of this letter in the year o. . 315 or 316,
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beloved brother, that all our saered edifices have either by

® neglect gone to decay, or from dread of impending danger

B

T,

have not beer adorned with becoming dignity, But now that
Liberty has been restored, and that persecuting dragon Liciniug
has, by the providence of the Most High God, and our instru-
mentality, been removed from the adminisiration of public
affairs, I imagine that the Divine power has been mads mani-
fest to all; and trust that those who either through fear or
unbelief fell into any sins, having ackoowledged the living
God, will come to the true and right course of life. Where-
fore enjoin the churches over which you yourself preside, as
well a8 the other bishops presiding in various places, together
with the presbyters and deacons whom you know, tc be dili-
gent abont the sacred edifices, either by repairing those which
remain standing, or enlarging them, or by erecting new ones
wherever it may be requisite. .And do you yourself ask, and
the rest through you, the necessary supplies both from the

Sgovernors of the provinces and the officers of the Prewmtorian

Prefecture: for directions have been given to them to be
sirictly attentive to the orders of your Holiness. May God
preserve you, beloved brother.”

Similar instructions comcerning the bwilding of churches
were sent by the emperor to the bishops in every province:
but what he wrote to Eusebius of Palestine respecting the
preparation of some copies of the Scriptures, we may ascer-
tain from the Jetters themselves :—

% Vietor Constantine Maximus Aupustus, to Eusebius of
Casarea. '

“In the city which derives its name from us, a very great
muoltitude of persons, through the assisting providence of our
Saviour God, have united themselves to the most holy Church,
80 that it has received moch increase there. It is therefore
mquisite that more churches should be provided in that
Plaes: wherefore do you most cordially enter into the purpose
which T have conceived. I have thought fit to intimate this
o your prudence, that you should order to be transeribed on
well-prepared parchment, by competent writers accurately
seqiainted with their art, fifty copies of the Sacred Seriptures,
both legibly described, and of & portable size, the provision
and use of which you knaw to be needful for the instruction
of the Church. Letters have also been despatched from our
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clemency, to the Viear-general! of the Diocese, in order that #
he may take care to provide all things necessary for the pre-
paration of them. Let this task be your responsibility, that
these copies may be got ready as quickly as possible: and yoa
sre suthorized, on the warrant of this our letter, to use twoof
the public carriages for their conveyance; for thus the copies
which are most satisfactorily transeribed, may be easily con-
veyed for our imspection, Charge one of the deacons of
your church with this commission, who when he has reached |
us shall experience our bounty. May God preserve you, be- §
loved brother.” X

ANOTHER EFPISTLE, TQ MACARIUE.

“Vietor Constantine Maximus Augustus, to Macarius of r
Jerusalem.—Snch is the grace of our Saviour, that no supply
of words seems to be adequate to the expression of its present
manifestation. For that the monument? of hiz most holy
passion, long since hidden under the earth, should have lain
concealed for a period of go many years, until, through the
destruction of the common enemy of all, it should shine forth ®
to his own servants after their having regained their freedom,
exceeds all admiration. Surely if all those who throughout the
whole habitable earth are accounted wiss, should be convened
in one and the same place, desiring to say something w

of this miracle, they would fall infinitely short of the least part o
of it ; for the apprehension of this wonder as far transcends |
every nature capable of human reasoning, as heavenly things
are mightier than human. Hence, therefore, this is always my
especial aim, that as the credibility of the truth daily demon- !
strates itself by fresh miracles, so the souls of us all should be-
come more anxious respecting the holy law, with modesty and
unanimons ardour. But I desire that you should be fi
aware of what I conceive is pretty generally known, that it is
now my chief care, that we should adorn with maguoificent
structures that hallowed spot, which by God's appointment I s
have disencumbered of a most disgusting appendage? of an

! Arorcioswe cafeiecor.  There is no word exactly corresponding to *

this term in the Western Church ; we give that which most nearly coz-
responds to it.

T Pydproga. Our Saviour’s sepulchre, close by Mount Calvary, is here
meant,

? A {emple of Venus, built on Mount Calvary by the emperor Adrian.
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dol, as of some grievous burden ; which was conseerated in-
leed from the beginning in the purpose of Ged, but has been
nore manifesily sanctified since he haa brought to light the
widence of the Saviour’s passion. Wherefore it is becoming
our prudence both to make such arrangements, and provision
f every thing necessary, that not only the church! itself may
e superior to any elsewhere, but that the rest of its parts slso
nay be such that all the most splendid edifices in every city
pay be excelled by this. With regard to the workmanship
wnd chaste execution of the walls, know that we have intrusted
ke care of these things to our friend Dracilian, deputy to the
most excellent the prefects of the preetorium, and to the go-
rernor of the province : for our piety has ordered that artificers
and workmen, and whatever other things they may be in-
formed from your sagacity to be necessary for the structure,
shall through their care be immediately sent. Respecting the
eolumns or the marbles, and whatever you may judge to be
more precious and useful, do you yourself, after having in-
mpocted the model, take care 1o write to us; that when we
siall understand from your letter how many things and of
what kind there may be need of, these may be conveyed to
you from all quariers: for it is but reasonable that the most
wonderful place in the world shounld be adorned in accordance
with its dignity. But I wish to know from you, whether you
'emsider that the inner roof of the Templs should be arched,
e construeted on some other plan: for if it is to be arched, it
ean also be decorsted with gold. It remains that your Holi-
ness should inform the officers before-mentioned, as soon as
possible, how many workmen and artificers, and what money
for oxpenses you will want: and hasten to report to me

ily, not only concerning the marbles and columns, but

concerning the arched roof, if indeed you should decide
this to bo the more besutifol. May God preserve you, be-
ved brother.”

The emperor having also written other letters of a more
oratorical ¢haracter against Arius and his adherents, caused
“them to be everywhere published throughout the cities, ex-
poeing him to ridicule, and taunting him with the keenest

' BamMxiy.  So called becanse the ancient Roman basilicas were ﬂ-g-
qunily turned into Christian churches. See Bloxam on Gothie Axchi-
tecture, chap, i
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irony, Morecver, writing to the Nicomedians against Euse-
bius and Theognis, he censures the misconduct of Eusebias,
not only on account of his Arianism, but because also, having
formerly been well-affected to the tyrant,! he had traltorously{
conspired against his affairs. He then exhorts them to eleet |
another bishop instend of him, But I thought it would he |
superflucus to insert here the letters respecting these things
because of their length: those who may wish to see them, will
be readily able to find them elsewhere and give them & pernsal
This is sufficient notice of these transactions.

CHAP, X.—THE EMPEROR SUMMONS TO THE S8YNOD ACESIUS
ALSO, BISHOP OF THE NOVATIANS.

TEE emperor’s diligence induces me to mention another
circumstance expressive of his mind, and serving to show how
much he desired peace : for aiming at ecclesiastical harmony,
he summoned to theé council Acesius also, & bishop of the
Novatian sect.? When therefore the aynod had written ont
and subscrihed a declaration of faith, the emperor asked
Acesius whether he would also assent to this ereed, and acqui-
esce in the settlement of the day on which East.er should be
observed. He replied, “ The synod has determined nothing
new, my prince : for thus keretofore, even from the commence-
ment and times of the apostles, I traditionally receive the de-
finition of the faith, and the time of the celebration of Easter.”
When therefore the emperor further asked him, * For what
reason then do you separate yourself from communion with the
rest of the Church ?” he related what had taken place during
the persecution under Decius ; and referred to the rigidness of
that austere canon which declares, that it is right to account
unworthy of participation in the divine mysteries persons who
after baptism have committed a sin, which the sacred Serip-
tures denominate “a sin unto death” (1 John v. 16): that
they should indeed be exhorted to repentance, but were mot

! The emperor himself is meant by this term.

1 Upon the suspicion which attachea to Socrates as o person infected
with the Novatian heresy, see Eome remarks in his Life, prefixed to this
volume.
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to expect remission from the priests, but from God, who is
slone able and has suthority to forgive sins. When Acesius
had thos spoken, the emperor said to him, “Place s ladder,
Acesios, and climb alone into heaven.” Neither Eusebius
Pamphilus nor angoother hes ever mentioned these things:
but I heard them from & man who was by no means prone to
falsehood, end who simply stated what had taken place in the
eouncil in his presence, From which I conjecture that those
who have passed by this oceurrence in silence, were actuated
by motives which heve infivenced many other historians ; for
they frequently suppress important facts, either from prejudice
ageinst some, or partislity towards others.

CHAP. X1.--0OF THE BISHOP PAPRNUTIUS,

As we have before pledged ourselves to make some mention
of Paphnutius and Spyridon, it will be seasonable to speak of
them here. FPaphnutivs then was bishop of one of the cities
in Upper Thebes: he was a man of such eminent piety, that
extraordinary miracles were done by him. In the time of the
persecution he had been deprived of one of his eyes. The em-
peror honoured this man exceedingly, and often sent for him
to the palace, and kissed the part where the eye had been torn
out. BSo devout was the emperor Consgiantine, Having
noticed this circumstance respecting Paphnutius, T shall ex-
plain another thing which was wisely ordered in consequence
of his advice, both for the good of the Church and the honour
of the clergy. It seemed fit to the bishops to introduce a new
law into the Church, that those who were in holy orders, I
speak of bishops, presbyters, and deacoms, should have no
conjugal intercourse with the wives which. they had married -
prior to their ordination.! And when it was proposed to de-
liberate on this matter, Paphnutius, having arisen in the midst
of the assembly of bishope, earnestly entreated ithem mnot to
impose 80 heavy a yoke on the ministers of religion: asserting

' Upon the valuntary celibacy of the clergy, and how far it was en-
couraged in the early Church, see Bingham’s Christian Antig. b. iv. 3.
Compare Canon 10 of the Council of Ancyra; Canon 1 of Neccmsarea;
Apostolical Canons, 5, 17, 26, 51.
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that ¢ marriage is honourable among all, and the nuptial bed #
undefiled ;" so that they ought not to injure the Church by
too stringent restrictions. “For sll men,” said he, ** canpot
bear the practice of rigid continence ; neither perhaps would
the chastity of each of their wives be preserved.” He termed
the intercourse of a man with his lawful wife chastity. It
would be sufficient, he thonght, that such as had previonsly
entered on their sacred ealling should abjure matrimony, ae-
cording to the ancient tradition of the Church: but that none
should be separated from her to whom, while yet wnordained,
he had beer legally united. And these sentiments he exw
pressed, slthough himself without experience of marriage, and,
to speak plainly, withoat ever having known a woman : for
from a boy he bad been brought up in & monastery, and was
specially renowned above all men for hia chastity. The whole
assembly of the elergy assenied to the reasoning of Paphna-
tius : wherefore they silenced all further debate on this point,
leaving it to those who were hushands to exercise their own
discretion in reference to their wives. :

CHAP. XII.-OF SpYRIDOYN, BISHOP OF TEE CYPRIANS.

WirH respect to Spyridon, s0 great was his sanctity while
a shepherd, that he waa thought worthy of being made a pastor
of men ; and having been assigned the bishopric of one of the
citibs in Cyprus named Trimithuntis, on aceount of his extreme
humility he continned to feed his sheep during his prelacy.
Many extracrdinary things are related of him: I shall how-
ever record but one or two, lest I should seem to wander from
my subject, Once about midnight, thieves, having clandestinely
entered his sheepfold, attempted to carry off the sheep. Bui
God, who protected the shepherd, preserved his sheep also ; for
the thieves were by an invisible power bound to the folds,
At day-break, when he came to the sheep and found the men
with their bands tied bekind them, he understood what was
done ; and afler having prayed he liberated the thieves, earn-
entlE admonishing and exhorting them to sapport themselves
by t lahour, and not to take anything unjustly, He then
gave them a ram, and sent them away, jocosely adding, * that
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ye may not appear to have watehed all night in vain.” This
is one of Spyridon’s miracles. Another was of this kind. He
had a virgin daughter named Irene, who was a partaker of her
father’s piety.  An acquaintance intrusted to her keeping an
ornament of considerable value : she, to guard it more gecurely,
hid what hed been deposited with her in the ground, and soon
afterwards died. Subsequently the owner of the property
cams tor ¢laim it; and not finding the virgin, he implicated the
father in the transaction, sometimes accusing him of an attempt
to defrand him, and then again beseeching him to restore the
deposit.  The old man regarding this person’s loss as his
own misforfune, went to the tomb of his daughter, and called
upon God to ehow him in anticipation the promised resurrection,
Nor was he disappointed in his hope ; for the virgin again re-
viving appeared to her father, and having pointed out to him
{he spot where she had hidden the ornament, she once more
departed. Such characters as these adorned the Church in the
time of the emperor Constantine. These details were eom-
mmmicated to me by many of the inhabitants of Cyprus ; and
moreover I found them recorded in a treatise composed in Latin
bythe presbyter Rufinus, from which I have collected these and
wme other things which will be hereafter adduced.!

¥
L CHAP. XIII.-OF EUTYCRIAN THE MONK.

,L I aave heard extraordinary things also of Eutychian, a de-
vout person who flourished about the same time ; who, although
of the Novetian Chureh, yet was venerated for the performance
of miracles similar to those just mentioned. I shall unequivo-
ally state my authority for this narrative, nor will T attempt
to conceal it, though I expect it will give umbrage to some
partiea, It was Auxanon, a very aged presbyter of the No-
vatian Church; who when quile a youth accompanied Acesiug
1 the eynod at Nice, and related to me what T have said
concerning him.  His life extended from that period to the

! T7pon the extent to which Soecrates is indebted to Rufinus, see some
olmervations in the Life of Socrates prefized to this volume, p. v.
That he doea not, however, servilely follow his puthority, is clear from the
remurks which occur at the opening of hook il chap, i.

*
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reign of Theodosivs the Younger; and whila T was a mere
siripling he recounted to me the acts of Eutychian, enlarging
much on the divine grace which was manifested in him: but
one circumstance he alluded to, which occurred in the reign
of Constantine, peculiarly worthy of mention. Omne of those
milifary attendanis,’ whom the emperor calls his domestic or
body-guards, having been suspected of treasonable practices,
gought his safety in flight. The indignant monarch ordered
that he should be put to death, wherever he might be found:
who having been arrested on the Bithynizn Olympus, was
heavily ironed and incarcerated near those parts of Glympus
where Eutychian was leading » solitary life, and healing both
the bodies and souls of many. The venerable Auxanon, being
then very young, was with him, and was initiated by him into
the discipline of the monastic life, Many persons came to this
Eutychian, entreating him to procure the release of the prisoner
by interceding for him with the emperor, who bhad been in-
formed of the miracles done by Eutychian. The saint readily
promised to go lo his sovereign; but as the chains inflicted
intolerable suffering, those who interested themselves on his
belialf declared that it was to be feared death, accelerated by
the effect of his chains, would both anticipate the emperor's
vengeance, and render nugatory any intercession that might
be made for the prisoner. Accordingly Eutychian sent to the
jailors, requesting them to release the man ; but they having
answered that they should bring themselves inte danger by
liberating & eriminal, he went himself to the prison attended
by Auxanon; and on their refusal to admit him, the grace
which rested on Eutychian wes rendered more conspicuous:
for the gates of the prison opened of their own accord, while
the jailera had the keys in their custody, As soon as Enty-
chian together with Auxanon had entered the prison, to the
great astonishment of all then present the fetters spontaneously
fell from the prisoner’s limbs. EBe then proceeded with Aux-
anon to the city which was anciestly calied Byzantium, but
afterwards Constantinople, where having been ushered into
the Imperial paluce, he obtained remission of the sentence of
death for the prisoner; for the emperor, entertaining great

v Acpvopdpww, spearmen or lancers. The nse of the word in this sense
of a royal body-guard, is strictly classical, See Hercd. L. 59, 98, &ec.; il
168; Xen. Cyrop. vil. 5, 84, &c.
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veneration for Eutychian, readily granted his reqmest. This
indeed occurred some time after the period to which this part
of our history refers.

The hishops who were convened at the council of Nice,
after having drawn up and enrolled ecertain other ecelesiastical
regalations which they are accustomed to term canons,’ again
departed to their reapective cities: and a3 I coneeive it will
be sppreciated by lovers of history, I shall here subjoin the
rames of such as were present, as far as I have been sble to
sseertain them, with the province and city over which they
severally presided, and likewise the date at which this assem-
by took place. Hosius was, I believe, bishop of Cordova in
Spain, as I have before stated ; Vito and Vicentius, presbyters
of Bome ; Alexander, bishopof Egypt ; Eustathius, of Antiochia
Magna ; Macarius, of Jerusalem ; and Harpocration, of Cynepo-

¥Tis: the names of the rest are fully reported in The Synodicon
of Athanasius bishop of Alexandria. This synod was con-
vengd {as we have discovered from the notation of the date
prefixed to the record of the synod) in the consulate of Pau-

®linus and Julisn, on the 20th day of May, and in the 636tk
year from the reign of Alexander the Macedonian. And
when the council was dissolved, the emperor went into the
weatern parts of the empire.

CHAP, XIV.—EUsSEBIUS BISEOF OF NICOMEDIA, AND THEOGNIS
BISHOP OF NICE, WHO HAD BEEN BANISHED ON ACCOUNT OF
THEIR CONCURRING IN OPINION WITH ARIUS, HAVING PUE-
LISHED THEIR RECANTATION, AND AGREED TO THE EXPOSI-
TION OF THE FAITH, ARE REINSTATED IN THEIR SEES.

¥ Eosesmws? and Theognis having sent a penitential confes-

sion to the principal bishops, were by an imperial edict re-
wiled from exile and restored to their own churches, those
who had been ordained in their places being removed; Eu-
sehine displacing Amphion, and Theognis, Chrestns, This is
& copy of their writlen retractation :—

1 Bep the Canons given at length in Hammond’s * Canons of the
Church,™ p. 15, &c.  {Oxford, 1843.) .

* Chromologice) order has been somewhat disregarded here ; for this oc-
cwrred 4. D, 328,
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“We having been sometime since condemned by your piety,
without our cause having been pleaded, ought to bear in¥
stlence the decisions of your sacred adjudication. Baut since
it is unreasonable that we by silence should conntenance
calumniators against ourselves, we on this account declare
that we entirely concur with you in the faith; and also that,
after having closely considered the import of the term consub-
stantial, we have been wholly studious of peace, having never
followed any heresy.  After suggesting whatever entered oar
thought for the security of the churches, and fully assuring
those under our influence, we subscribed the declaration of
faith, but did not subscribe the anathematizing ; not ss object-
ing to the creed, but as dishelieving the party accused to be
such as was represented, having been satisfied om this point,
both from his own letters to us, a8 well as from his discourses
in our presence. But if your holy council was convinced, wa
not opposing but concurring in your decisions, by this state-
ment give them our full assent and confirmation: and this we
do, not a3 wearied with our exile, but to avoid the suspicion of
heresy. If therefore ye should now think fit to restore us io
your presence, ye will have us on ull points conformable, and
acguiescent in your deerees, For since it has seemed good to
your piety to deal tenderly with and recall even him who was
primarily secused ; it would be absurd for us to be silent, and
thus submit to presumptive evidence against ourselves, when
the one who was arraigned has heen permitted to clear himself
from the charges brought against him. Vouchsafe then, as is
consistent with that piety of yours, dear to Christ, to remind
our most religious emperor, to present our petitions, and to
determine speedily concerning us in a way becoming your-
selves.”

Snch was the language of the recantation! of Eusebiua and
Theognis ; from which I infer that they had subscribed the
articles of faith which had been set forth, but would not be-
come parties to the condemnation of Arius. It appears also
that Arins was recalled before them; but, although this may
be true, yet he had been forbidden to enter Alexandria, This
is evident from the fact that he afterwards devised a way of
return for himself, both into the Church and into Alexandria,

! Makwgdiag fyhiow, (rdhiy and dids) from deidw,) re-cantatio. Plato,
Ale. IL 142, D,
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by having made & fictitious repentance, as we shall show in
its proper place.

CHAP. XV,—AprEr THE 3¥YNOD, ON THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER,
ATHANASIUS I8 CONSTITUTED BISHOP OF ALEXANDRIA,

¥ ALEXANDER, bishop of Alexandria, having died a little
after this, Athanasius was immediately set over that Church,
Rufitus relates, that this person, when quite a boy, played
with others of his own age at s sacred game: this was an
imitation of the priesthood and the order of consecrated per-
eond. In this game therefore Athanasius was allotted the
episcopal dignity, and each of the other lads personated either
s presbyter or & deacon. The children engaged in this sport
on the day in which the memory of the martyr and bishop
Peter was celebrated ; and at that time Alexander, bishop of
Alexandria, happening to pass by, ohserved the play in which
they were engaged, and, having sent for the children, irquired
from them the part each had been assigned in the game, con-
wiving that something might be portended by that which
tad been done, He then gave directions that the children
should be educated for the Chureh, and instructed in learning,
but especially Athanasius; and haviog afterwards ordained
kim descon on his becoming of adult age, he brought him to
Nice to assist him in the disputations there when the synod
was convened. Ruofinus in his writings has given this account
of Athanasius; por i3 it improbable that it took place, for
many {ransactions of this kind have often occurred.

CHAP. XVI.—THE EMPEROR CONSTANTINE HAVING ENLABRGED
THE ANCIENT BYZANTIUM, CALLS IT CONSTANTINOPLE.

Arrer the synod the emperor spent some time in recre-
ation, and after the public celebration of his Vicennalia, (i. e.
the completion of the twentieth year of his reign,) he imme-
diately devoted himself to the reparation of the churches,
This he carried into effect in other cities as well as in the city
named after him, which, being previously called Byzantium,



